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M.  E.  GRAND  HIGH  PRIEST 


1897-1898 


THE  GRAND 


Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

■  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

> 

1795—1897. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

MARCH  4,  1897*  -A-.  I.  2427. 

PRESENT  : 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  ....  M .  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, . M .  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  ....  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Rev. William  B.  Chalfant,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edwin  H.  Coane, . Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  .  .  Grand  Principal 1  Sojourner. 

“  Francis  H.  Hemperley,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl, . Grand  Master  of  the  Second  \Tail. 

“  Benjamin  Eiseman, . Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

“  George  B.  Wells, . Grand  Marshal. 

“  John  O’Donnel, . Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  .  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  .  .  •  ■  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, . Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Curtis  G.  Campbell, 
William  C.  Thompson,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Stephen  H.  Appleton, 
T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  Albert  R.  Hoover,  Christian  A.  Seidel, 
Daniel  B.  Else,  Peter  Barkey,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Ellis  H.  Doan, 
Edward  R.  W.  Searle. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hib- 
bert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar  A. 
Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 


Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina.. 
“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Eodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCunE,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  N.  FERREE  LiGhTNER,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Ezra  S.  BarTLETT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  HibberT  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  182,  183,  190,  195,  196,  197,. 
198,  199,  201,  202;  208,  210,  215,  216,  219,  222,  224,  226,  228,  232,  233,  234,  237, 
238,  239,  240,  243,  248,  250,  251,  256,  258,  262,  267,  271,  273.  (44  Chapters.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock,  P.  M. 


1897-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


5 


The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  December  5,  1896,  and  of  the  Annual 
Grand  Communication  held  on  Monday,  December  28, 
1896,  were  separately  read  and  approved. 

Amendments  to  By-Laws  were  received  from  Chap¬ 
ters  No.  190  and  267,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 

> 

mittee  on  By-Laws. 

4 

% 

A  Petition  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  183,  ask¬ 
ing  permission  to  receive  and  act  on  the  Petition  for 
Degrees  and  Membership  of  Brother  T.  B.  G.  H.,  re¬ 
jected  in  Chapter  No.  199,  when,  on  motion,  it  was 
“  Resolved ,  That  permission  be  granted  under  the  usual 
restrictions.” 


The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 


Philadelphia,  February  27,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylva?iia. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary, 
from  November  20,  1896,  to  February  27,  1897,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  :  * 


Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1896 . . $1,190  10 

Received  from  Chapters  . . 4,190  70 

Certificate .  2  00 

Dispensations .  3  00 

Constitution .  1  00 


$5,386  80 
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EXPENDITURES  : 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  . . $  634  59 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  615  42 

Postage,  Printing  and  Stationery . 150  42 

Furniture  and  Clothing . 46  50 

Care  of  Organ . 40  00 

Salaries . 37  5° 

-  U524  43 


Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer . $3,862  37 

(Signed) 

Ezra  S.  Bartgett, 

M.  Richards  MuckgE, 

John  Sgingguff, 

Charges  S.  Vandegrift, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee . 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented,  the  following' 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
resolutions  and  recommendations  were,  on  motion, 
adopted  : 

Phigadegphia,  March  4,  1897. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  several  Amendments  referred  to  them,  and  offer  the  following  Resolu¬ 
tions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  267 
be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  190 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  “  by  a  vote  of  the  Chapter,  or  ”  and, 
as  so  amended,  be  approved. 

Your  Committee  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  as  to  the 
revision  of  the  form  for  By-Laws,  and  have  prepared  a  new  code,  consistent 
with  recent  decisions,  amendments,  etc.,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 
Also  that  Chapters  hereafter  adopting  a  new  code  of  By-Laws  be  required  to 
use  the  said  form,  omitting  therefrom  such  part  or  parts  as  they  do  not 
require  ;  and  adding  thereto  such  special  provisions  as  in  their  judgment 
are  necessary,  not  in  contravention  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

(Signed) 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 
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General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and  hied. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia,  appointing  Companion  Samuel 
S.  Yohe  as  its  Representative  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 
On  motion,  Companion  Samuel  S.  Yohe  was  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  such  Representative. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Missouri,  appointing  Companion 
Henry  J.  McCarthy  as  its  Representative  near  this 
Grand  Chapter.  On  motion,  Companion  Henry  J. 
McCarthy  was  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

A  Communication  was  read  from  M.  E.  Companion 
John  E.  Redmond,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indiana,  announc¬ 
ing  the  death,  on  January  13,  1897,  of  M.  E.  Charles 
H.  Butterworth,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Maryland,  announc¬ 
ing  the  death,  on  February  11,  1897,  °f  Companion 
Sylvester  Lamson  Stockbridge,  Past  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  of  said  Grand  Chapter. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  death, 
on  February  10,  1897,  °f  Companion  James  Bleloch, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publish¬ 
ing. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to  ap¬ 
point  Companion  Jacob  Glaser,  of  Chapter  No.  91,  on 
the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing,  in  place  of 
Companion  James  Bleloch,  deceased. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Masons’  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified  by 
the  Temple  School  of  Instruction. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes,  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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OUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


HEED  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

JUNE  3,  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 

PRESENT : 

% 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  .  .  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  .  .  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  ....  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Francis  H.  HemperlEy,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Franklin  P.  Mason,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

Benjamin  Eisemen,  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  .  .  .  Grand  Marshal. 

“  John  O’Donnel,  . Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  .  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Frank  M.  Highley,  ....  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  ....  Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Stephen  H.  Appleton,  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  Albert  R. 
Hoover,  Daniel  Z.  Walker,  Daniel  B.  Else,  John  W.  Farnsworth, 
Edward  R.  W.  Searle. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  James 
S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

William  J.  Kelly,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 
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Comp.  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Weeds,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  L.  LytE,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Samueg  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charges  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Samuel  S.  YohE,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Joseph  M.  WiATT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  John  KELLER,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  171,  173,  175,  180,  183,  190,  196, 
I97>  J99>  201,  202,  203,  208,  210,  216,  218,  222,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237,  238,  239, 
240,  243,  244,  248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258,  262,  266,  271,  275,  279. 
(46  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock,  p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  4,  1897,  were  read  and  approved. 

Amendments  to  By-Laws  were  received  from  Chap¬ 
ters  No.  159,  217  and  233,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  By-Laws. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  259,  for 
permission  to  receive  a  “  Fourth  Petition  ”  from  Brother 
F.  R.  H.,  of  Lodge  No.  277. 

On  motion,  it  was  u Resolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  granted.” 
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A  petition  was  received  from  Chapter  Xo.  152,  asking 
permission  to  receive  and  act  on  the  Petition  for 
Degrees  and  Membership  of  Brother  E.  P.  S.,  rejected 
in  Chapter  Xo.  43,  when,  on  motion,  it  was  “ Resolved , 
That  permission  be  granted,  under  the  usual  restric¬ 
tions/' 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 


Philadelphia,  May  28,  1897. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  vouchers  : 


Balance  on  hand  February  27,  1897 
Received  from  Chapters  .... 

Constitution  .  .  . 
Certificate  .... 
Dispensation  .  .  . 
Interest . 


.  .  .  .  13,862  37 

$799  55 

1  00 

2  00 
1  00 

400  00 

-  1,203  55 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  .  .  .  . 

Rent .  . . 

Salaries  . 

Printing  and  Stationery  ....  .... 

Clothing  and  Furniture  ...  . 


$5-065  92 


$  585  4i 

1,500  00 
325  00 

559  93 
60  95 


Balance  on  hand  May  28,  1897 .  .  .  $2,034  63 

(Signed) 

•  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  MdcklE, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  resolutions  at¬ 
tached  thereto  were,  on  motion,  adopted  : 


Philadelphia,  June  3,  1897. 

To  The  Grand  H.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania . 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Paws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  Amendments  referred  to  them,  and  offer  the  following 
resolutions : 

‘ 1  Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  159  and  233  be  approved.” 

“ Resolved,  That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  217 
he  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  ‘  Past  High  Priests  shall  be  ex  officio 
members  for  life,  and  exempt  from  the  payment  of  dues,’  and,  as  so 
amended,  it  be  approved.” 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reported 
as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  respectfully 
report  that  the  “  Proceedings  ”  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  1896  have 
been  printed  and  distributed. 

Twelve  hundred  (1200)  copies  of  the  “  Constitution  of  The  Grand  Chapter  ” 
have  been  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  are  ready  for  distribution. 

(Signed) 

H.  I.  McIntyre,  Jr., 

Chairman. 


General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 
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Communications  were  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ohio,  announcing  the 
death,  on  February  17,  1897,  of  M.  E.  Companion 
Harvey  Vinal,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  ;  and,  on 
April  25,  1897,  of  M.  E.  Companion  James  Burn¬ 
ham  HovEy,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Georgia,  announcing 
the  death,  on  February  22,  1897,  of  R-  E.  Companion 
Andrew  Martin  Wolihin,  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  District  of  Columbia,  announcing 
the  death,  on  March  23,  1897,  °f  M.  E.  Companion 
Robert  Bale, -Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons’ 
Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened,  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  forty  minutes,  p.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

SEPTEMBER  2,  1897,  A.  I.  2427* 

PRESENT  : 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chaleant,  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Rev.  Will  H.  Hiller,  .  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edwin  H.  Coane, . Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  ....  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Francis  H.  HemperlEy,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Seco?id  Vail. 

“  Benjamin  Eiseman,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

“  George  B.  WELLS,  ....  Grand  Marshal. 

“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  .  .  as  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  .  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
“  Frank  M.  HighlEy,  ....  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  ....  Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Stephen  H.  Appleton,  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  George  P. 
Lindsay,  Daniel  B.  Else,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Cyrus  H.  Blood, 
Edward  R.  W.  Searle. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 
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Comp.  Daniel  W.  HUTCHIN,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley.  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Samuel  s.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Joseph  M.  WiATT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Harry  M.  YanZandt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Yermont. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  169,  173,  175,  180,  183,  186,  190, 
196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  208,  210,  214,  216,  219,  222,  224,  225,  226,  232,  233, 
234,  237,  238,  239,  240,  243,  245,  248,  250,  251,  256,  259,  262,  270,  271. 
(46  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  June  3,  1897,  were  read  and  approved. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapter  No.  165,  and 
an  Amendment  to  By-Laws  from  Chapter  No.  256, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  011  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  August  27,  1897. 
To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretarv,  and 
find  them  correct ;  agreeing  with  their  vouchers. 
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Balance  on  hand,  last  report . ,  .  .  $2,034  63 

Received  from  Chapters . $701  45 

Interest  on  Deposits .  27  50 

Certificates  . .  10  00 

Constitutions .  6  00 

-  744  95 


EXPENDITURES. 


$2,779  58 


Expenses  of  Grand  High  Priest . . $200  00 

Salaries . . .  37  5° 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery . .  .  ....  827  95 

Clothing  and  Furniture .  17  30 

- 1,082  75 


Balance  on  hand,  August  27,  1897 . $1,696  83 

(Signed) 

Ezra  S.  Barteett, 

M.  Richards  Muckee, 

Charees  S.  Vandegriet, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted  : 


Phieadeephia,  September  2,  1897. 

To  the  Grand  H.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Raws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Raws  and  Amendment  referred  to  them,  and  offer  the 
following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Raws  of  Chapter  No.  165  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Raws  of  Chapter  No.  256 
be  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
Charees  P.  Keech, 
Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

For  the  Committee. 
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The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
Annual  Report  : 

Philadelphia,  September  2,  1897. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

Companions  : — The  Grand  Secretary  respectfully  presents  the  following 
Annual  Report  of  the  Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark 
Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  December  27,  1896. 

% 

CHAPTERS. 

Membership,  December  27,  1895,  as  per  last  Report  . 16,439 

Admitted  during  the  year  1896  .  .  .  . .  86 

Restored  to  Membership . .  7 

Marked,  etc . 1,009 

Total . 17-541 

DEDUCT. 

Died  during  the  year  1896 .  237 

Resigned,  or  Membership  ceased . 114 

Suspended  or  Expelled .  217 

-  568 

Membership,  December  27,  1896,  as  per  Returns  ....  16,973 

A  net  gain  of  . 5^4 

Rejected  during  1896 .  48 

Restored  to  Good  Masonic  Standing  .  .  24 

MARK  LODGES. 

Membership,  December  27,  1895,  as  per  last  Report . 1,018 

Admitted  during  the  year  1896  5 

Marked .  j 


Total 


1,024 


is 
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DEDUCT. 


Died  during  the  year  1896  . . 67 

Resigned,  or  Membership  ceased . 14 

Suspended  . .  7 

-  88 


Membership,  December  27,  1896,  as  per  Returns .  936 

Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1896 .  .  .  121 

Number  of  Mark  Dodges .  3 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Charges  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 


STATISTICS. 


No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

-y 

3 

Jerusalem, 

14 

I 

IO 

I 

2 

372 

21 

Perseverance, 

II 

I 

2 

5 

7 

166 

43 

4 

O 

3 

5 

1 

3 

267 

52 

Harmony, 

57 

4 

9 

7 

14 

934 

9i 

Columbia, 

24 

1 

6 

5 

1 

462 

150 

Washington, 

19 

2 

hi 

152 

Reading, 

11 

1 

5 

1 

203 

159’, 

Schuylkill, 

0 

0 

30 

161 

Union, 

10 

2 

2 

140 

162 

Zerubbabel, 

4i 

4 

20 

7 

*9. 

630 

163 

DahAayette, 

8 

4 

1 

0 

3 

98 

164 

Brownsville, 

0 

1 

2 

64 

165 

Union, 

11 

97 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

0 

0 

7i 

167  C 

i  Eureka, 

1 

60 

169 

Philadelphia, 

4 

4 

2 

173 

170 

Delta, 

7 

1 

2 

5 

no 

171 

St.  John’s, 

11 

1 

1 

76 

172 

Temple, 

5 

1 

56 

173 

Easton , 

1 1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

I7I 

174 

Northumberland , 

5. 

1 

46 

175 

Keystone, 

44 

n 

0 

7 

1 

n 

0 

433 

176 

George  Washington, 

7 

1 

2 

67 

177 

Tamaqua, 

1 

2 

2 

4i 

178 

Catawissa, 

1 

21 

179 

Eureka, 

2 

1 

1 

0 

O 

93 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

180 

Warren , 

I 

2 

2 

27 

l8l 

Lilly, 

5 

2 

2 

128 

1S2 

Shekinali, 

27 

I 

I 

O 

164 

iSo 

Oriental, 

45 

17 

8 

14 

LI31 

185 

Lackawanna, 

20 

I 

2 

192 

186 

Lewistown , 

1 

2 

59 

M 

CO 

^1 

Oriental, 

I 

4i 

189 

Mountain, 

7 

2 

I 

182 

190 

Norristown, 

,  5 

4 

I 

I 

210 

191 

Solomon, 

5 

*■> 

0 

I 

69 

192 

Urania, 

14 

2 

12 

4 

163 

193 

Duquesne, 

35 

5 

1 

440 

194 

Tioga, 

1 

1 

53 

195 

Portage, 

4 

0 

I 

94 

196 

Mountain  City, 

11 

1 

*, 

0 

113 

197 

Weidle, 

5 

86 

198 

Phoenix, 

0 

1 

2 

5 

134 

199 

Howell, 

0 

125 

200 

Columbus, 

2 

1 

82 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

2 

0 

4 

79 

202 

Howell, 

15 

1 

4 

I 

1 

72 

203 

Allen, 

5 

1 

0 

0 

157 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

1 

21 

205 

Factoryville, 

5 

2 

1 

2 

34 

206 

Harmony, 

5 

1 

54 

207 

Aaron, 

5 

1 

3 

39 

208 

Germantown, 

5 

2 

I 

160 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

1 

1 

0 

63 

210 

Great  Bend, 

1 

0 

0 

36 

2 1 1 

Venango, 

7 

2 

2 

I 

96 

212 

Mound, 

10 

1 

-> 

O 

no 

214 

Valley, 

1 

1 

62 

215 

Temple, 

11 

•> 

0 

6 

4 

233 

2l6 

Zinzendorf, 

5 

2 

1 

2 

88 

217 

Allegheny, 

35 

12 

4 

1 

11 

425 

2l8 

Bloomsburg, 

-> 

0 

I 

59 

219 

Griscom, 

7 

2 

2 

65 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

1 

1 

2 

3i 

221 

Tremont, 

63 

222 

Lycoming, 

9 

-> 

0 

1 

1 

164 

223 

Oxford, 

6 

1 

1 

60 

224 

Corinthian, 

2 

Si 

225 

Jefferson, 

10 

1 

96 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

226 

Siloam, 

6 

I 

I 

143 

227 

Emporium , 

2 

I 

49 

228 

Clearfield, 

12 

I 

102 

229 

Newtown, 

1 

I 

3i 

230 

Elk, 

5 

2 

I 

5 

84 

232 

St.  John, 

20 

I 

5 

I 

5 

242 

233 

Kensington, 

13 

I 

9 

2 

3 

454 

234 

Media,- 

5 

2 

3 

0 

64 

235 

Occidental, 

2 

I 

3 

119 

236 

Oil  City, 

2 

2 

I 

83 

237 

Excelsior, 

24 

3 

3 

I 

363 

238 

Newport, 

4 

1 

I 

49 

239 

Danville, 

1 

1 

48 

240 

Palestine, 

15 

5 

6 

’  ■  2 

8 

344 

24I 

Bellefonte, 

4 

1 

I 

66 

242 

Pittston, 

3 

1 

I 

62 

243 

Tristram  B.  Freeman 

>  36 

1 

7 

2 

‘  613 

244 

Norman, 

1 

7 

97 

245 

Abington, 

6 

49 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

3 

39 

247 

Orient, 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1 

69 

248 

Temple, 

6 

1 

1 

c> 

172 

249 

Monongahela, 

53 

250 

Corinthian, 

14 

2 

I 

4 

262 

251 

Signet, 

2 

4 

5 

134 

252 

Mizpah, 

2 

1 

1 

61 

254 

Arnold, 

22 

255 

Bedford, 

4 

1 

1 

62 

256 

Fern  wood, 

5 

1 

1 

5 

100 

257 

Shiloh, 

30 

1 

2 

1 

37i 

258 

Chester, 

6 

1 

4 

8 

176 

259 

Eden, 

1 

62 

260 

Bradford, 

12 

7 

2 

4 

10 

213 

261 

Troy, 

4 

1 

1 

80 

262 

Montgomery, 

5 

2 

2 

2 

102 

263 

Coudersport, 

5 

1 

80 

264 

Shamokin, 

TO 

63 

265 

Westfield, 

1 

30 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

8 

/ 

4i 

267 

Coatesville, 

1 

3 

1 

62 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

17 

1 

2 

1 

199 

269 

Ulysses, 

3 

2 

2 

34 

270 

Doylestown, 

2 

68 
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No.  Name 

271  Pottstown, 

272  Hebron, 

273  Butler, 

274  Bangor, 

275  Kennett, 

276  The  Susquehanna 

277  Hazleton, 

278  Catasauqua, 

279  Kane, 


Marked  Ad.  D. 

4  1 

6  1 

16  1 

2 
4 

1 

4 

4  1 


1,009  93  237 


Res.  Sus.  Memb. 

7  108 

28 
90 

2  6l 

I  40 

64 

63 

42 

27 

114  217  16,973 


A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Terri¬ 
tories,  announcing  the  death,  on  May  24,  1897,  of 
M.  E.  Companion  Walter  N.  Evans,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest. 


A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indiana,  announcing 
the  death,  on  July  26,  1897,  °f  M.  E.  Companion 
Alexander  Thomas,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  M.  E.  Companion 
Charles  H.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  appointing  Com¬ 
panion  Daniel  W.  Hutchin  as  his  Representative 
near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Daniel  W.  Hutchin  was 
acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 


A  Missive  was  received  from  M.  E.  Companion  John 
E.  Redmond,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
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of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indiana,  appointing  Com¬ 
panion  Frank  M.  Higheey  as  its  Representative  near 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Frank  M.  Highley  was 
acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the  Officers 
of  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  52. 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock,  p.  M. 


Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

DECEMBER  2,  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 

PRESENT  : 

•V 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs, . M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, . M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  ....  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edwin  H.  Coane, . Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  ....  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Peter  Barkev, . as  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail . 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  .....  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail 
“  Benjamin  Eiseman,  .  .  .  .  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

“  John  O'Donnel, . Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  .  .  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
“  Frank  M.  Highley,  ....  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, . Grand  Tyler. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  McKain,  Curtis 
G.  Campbell,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Stephen  H.  Appleton,  T.  Darling¬ 
ton  Buckwalter,  Daniel  Z.  Walker,  George  P.  Lindsay,  Daniel  B. 
Else,  Frederick  L.  Brown,  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  Peter  Barkey, 
John  W.  Farnsworth,  Ellis  H.  Doan,  Edward  R.  W.  Searle,  Thomas 
Rose. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests.— M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  James 
S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
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Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 

DaniEE  W.  HuTchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Dodge  of  England. 

George  B.  Weeds,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Frank  M.  HigheEy,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  D-  Dyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Samuee  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  AeExandER  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  Martin  D-  Shaeener,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

“  N.  FERREE  DiGhtner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  BarteETT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  ChareES  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  MichaEE  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  SamuEE  S.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

“  Joseph  M.  WiATT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  HibberT  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  Wieeiam  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Douis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

“  John  KEEEER,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  159,  162,  163,  169,  170,  171,  172,  173, 

174,  175,  176,  180,  181,  182,  183,  185,  189,  190,  193,  195,  197,  198,  199,  201,202, 

203,  204,  208,  209,  210,  211,  214,  215,  216,  219,  220,  221,  222,  224,  226,  228,  229, 

230,  232,  233,  234,  235,  237,  238,  239,  240,  242,  243,  244,  245,  247,  249,  250,  251, 

252,  256,  257,  260,  262,  266,  267,  268,  271,  274,  276,  277,  278.  (79  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
three  o’clock,  p.  m. 

Minutes  of  the  Quar 
on  Thursday,  September  2,  1897,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  226,  240 
and  244,  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chapters 


terly  Communication  held 
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No.  203,  21 1  and  277,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows: 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1S97. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  has  held  no  meeting  during  the  present 
3’ear  ;  nothing  having  been  presented  to  them  for  their  consideration. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
Hibbert  P.  John, 

George  E.  Wagner, 

James  S.  Barber, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
Quarterly  Report  : 


Philadelphia,  November  26,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary, 
from  August  27,  1897,  to  November  20,  1897,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 


Balance  on  hand,  August  27,  1897 . $1,696  83 

Received  from  Chapters  . 1,215  00 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan .  .  .  400  00 

Interest  on  Deposits  of  Grand  Treasurer .  13  48 

Sale  of  Constitutions .  6  00 

Sale  of  Certificates . 4  00 

Fee  for  Dispensation .  1  00 


$3-336  31 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . $580  00 

Masonic  Horne  of  Pennsylvania .  .  500  00 

Salaries  .  900  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery .  82  95 

Clothing  and  Furniture  . .  39  10 

- 2,102  05 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer . $1,234  26 


P'raternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartgett, 

M.  Richards  Muckge, 

John  Sgingguee, 

Charges  S.  Vandegriet, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
Annual  Report  : 

Philadelphia,  November  26,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary, 
from  November  20,  1896,  to  November  20,  1897,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 


receipts. 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1896  .  . . $1,190  10 

Received  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges . 6,906  70 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan .  800  00 

Interest  on  Deposits . .  40  98 

Sale  of  Constitutions . .  14  00 

Sale  of  Certificates .  18  00 

Fees  for  Dispensations  . .  5  00 


$8,974  78 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania .  $  500  00 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 2,000  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  615  42 

Salaries . 1.300  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery . 1,621  25 

Clothing  and  Furniture  . 163  85 

Care  of  Organ .  40  00 

Rent . 1.500  00 

- 7,740  52 

>  *  _ _ 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer . $1,234  26 

Due  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  .  .  $259  00 

Due  to  Chapters .  1  20 

We  have  examined  the  Investments  held  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
amounting  to  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20,000.00),  all  of  which  are  Bonds 
of  the  four  per  cent.  Masonic  Loan,  in  the  name  of  “  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  found  them  correct.  They  are  as 
follows  : 

Bonds  No.  60,  61,  62,  for  $5,000.00  each . $15,000  00 

Bonds  No.  191,  192,  193,  194,  195,  for  $1,000.00  each  .  5,000  00 

- $20,000  00 

The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimate  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  for  the  year  ending  November  20,  1898  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1897 . $1,234  26 

Dues  and  Fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges . 6,500  00 

Interest  on  Investments .  800  00 

Sale  of  Constitutions,  Certificates,  etc .  50  00 

$8,584  26 

EXPENDITURES. 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania . $  500  00 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 2,000  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests .  700  00 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary . 1.500  00 

Grand  Tyler . 150  00 

Messenger .  60  00 

Clothing,  P'urniture  and  Miscellaneous  . .  300  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery . 1,200  00 

Rent . 1,500  00 

Care  of  Organ .  40  00 

-  7,950  00 


Estimated  Balance,  November  20,  1898 


$  634  26 
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And  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author¬ 
ized  to  draw  his  Warrants  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  amounts 
named  in  the  foregoing  estimate,  as  they  become  due  and  payable. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  BarTrett, 

M.  Richards  Muckre, 

John  Sringruff, 

Charrfs  S.  Vandegrift, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee  on  Finance. 


The  Report  was  accepted  as  read,  and,  on  motion, 
the  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted: 


Phiradfrphia,  November  2,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  By-Taws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Taws  and  Amendments  to  By-Taws  referred  to  them, 
and  submit  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Taws  of  Chapter  No.  244  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Taws  of  Chapters  No. 
203,  2 11  and  277  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Taws  of  Chapter  No.  226  be  returned  to 
the  Chapter  to  stipulate  fixed  salaries  for  the  Secretary  and  the  Tyler. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  u  pro¬ 
gress.” 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reported 
as  follows  : 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reports  the 
expenditure,  during  the  year,  of  $1,621.25,  which  includes  expense  of  print¬ 
ing  and  binding  the  “  Proceedings  ”  of  1896,  and  the  “  Constitution  of  1897,” 
and  the  expressage  and  postage  for  their  proper  distribution. 

This  amount  is  in  excess  of  usual  needs  on  account  of  the  printing  of  the 
revised  Constitution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  H.  I.  McIntyre,  Jr., 

Chairman. 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  was  pleased  to  appoint  Tellers,  who  having  re¬ 
ported,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  declared  the 
following  named  Companions  duly  elected  to  serve  for 
the  ensuing  Masonic  Year  : 


M.  E.  Companion  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary 


A  Communication  was  received  from  Companion 
Rev.  Benjamin  E.  Delo,  Grand  Chaplain,  regretting 
his  inability  to  be  present  at  this  Communication. 

A  Petition  was  read  from  Companion  Charles  W. 
Cooper,  asking  to  be  restored  to  membership  in  this 
Grand  Chapter. 
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On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  it  was 

“ Resolved ,  That  Companion  Charles  W.  Cooper,  a 
member  of  Chapter  No.  162,  being  a  Past  Master  by 
election  and  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  prior  to  December 
27,  1871,  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this  Grand 
Chapter.” 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indiana,  announcing 
the  death,  on  August  26,  1897,  °f  R-  B.  George  S. 
Jones,  Grand  Scribe  of  said  Grand  Chapter. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  North  Carolina,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  death,  on  September  1,  1897,  °f  M,  E. 
Alfred  Martin,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  that 
J  urisdiction. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  State  of  Illinois,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  death,  on  September  2,  1897,  of  M.  E. 
Companion  James  W.  Hutchinson,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Illinois. 

A  Communication  was  read  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  State  of  Iowa,  announcing  the  death,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1897,  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Caleb 
Lamb,  of  that  Grand  Chapter. 

Missives  were  received  from  the  Grand  High  Priests 
of  the  following  Grand  Chapters,  appointing  the 
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Companions  named  as  Grand  Representatives  near 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  Companion  Louis  Wagner, 

Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  “  Joshua  L.  Lyte.. 

On  motion,  the  said  Companions  were  received  and 
acknowledged  as  such  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  four 
o'clock  and  forty-five  minutes,  p.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA,  ST.  JOHN’S  DAY, 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  27,  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 

PRESENT  : 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  ...  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, .  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  T. Darlington  BuckwalTER,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Thomas  Rose,  .  . District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  .  .  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chaleant,  Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Edwin  H.  Coane, . Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  .  .  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Francis  H.  HemperlEy,  .  .  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  ....  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl, . Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

“  Benjamin  Eiseman, . Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  .  .  .  .  .  Grand  Marshal. 

“  John  O’Donnel, . Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  .  funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Frank  M.  HighlEy,  .  .  .  .  Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  ....  Grand  Tyler. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests.— M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  James 
S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 


Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 
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Comp.  Daniel  W.  HuTChin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Dodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M.  HighlEY",  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Joseph  M.  WlATT,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  169,  175,  183,  190,  202,  220,  232,  237,  238, 
240,  243,  244,  245,  247,  248,  250,  256,  271.  (23  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
six  o’clock,  p.  m. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapter  No.  226,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 


Philadelphia,  December  27,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Daws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Daws  submitted  to  them,  and  respectfully^offer  the 
following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Daws  of  Chapter  No.  226  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Eogar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  through  its 
Chairman,  M.  E.  Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
presented  its  Report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  Proceedings. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Louisiana,  announcing 
the  death,  on  November  28,  1897,  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  John  Quincy  Adams  Fellows. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Maine,  appointing 
Companion  Alexander  McCune  as  its  Representative 
near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  McCune  was  acknowledged 
as  such  Representative. 

The  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  “  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
Harrison  Dingman,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.  John  Allen  Miller  a  Certificate  issued 
by  Philadelphia  Union  Mark  Lodge,  No.  1,  to  Jacob 
Kline,  and  dated  ninth  day  of  September,  A.  L.  5812. 
This  appears  of  value  as  confirming  the  Minutes  of 
Grand  Lodge  of  that  date,  and  it  was  duly  acknowl¬ 
edged.  The  Certificate  has  been  framed,  and  hangs  in 
the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary.” 
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Most  Excellent  Companion  Richard  M.  Johnson,. 
Grand  High  Priest,  then  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS : 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  :  By  the  kind 
Providence  of  Almighty  God  we  are  again  permitted  to  meet 
in  Annual  Grand  Communication,  and  I  assure  you  that 
it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  and  to  render 
an  account  of  the  duties  performed  by  me  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  Grand  Body  during  the  past  year.  I  have 
zealously  labored  to  establish  uniformity  and  correctness 
in  the  Work,  and  to  induce  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters  to  attend  their  meetings  regularly 
and  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  increase  their  membership. 
On  June  ist,  previous  to  issuing  the  Revised  Constitution,  I 
sent  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  to  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  of 
each  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction  : 

“  Dear  Sir  and  Companion  : — During  the  present  month  your  Chapter 
will  be  furnished  with  four  copies  of  the  Revised  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  which  will  take  effect  and  go  into 
operation  on  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day,  June  24th,  1897.  It  is  imperative 
that  these  copies  of  the  Constitution  shall  be  in  your  Chapter  at  every  meet¬ 
ing  ;  that  you  and  the  other  elective  officers  shall  carefully  read  and  study 
the  same,  to  enable  you  to  faithfully  perform  the  duties  which  you  have 
assumed  in  your  obligations.  It  would  also  be  advisable  for  you  to  have  read 
occasionally  in  open  Chapter,  for  the  information  of  all  your  members,  such 
portions  as  refer  especially  to  the  government  of  subordinate  Chapters. 

“You  will  have  this  letter  read  in  open  Chapter  and  copied  in  full  upon 
your  minutes. 

“  Fraternally  yours, 

“Richard  M.  Johnson, 

“  M.  E.  G.  H.  PE 

I  also  wrote  to  each  District  Deputy  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  above  letter,  and  directing  them  to  visit  each  Chapter  in 
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their  respective  Districts  and  see  that  the  instructions  con¬ 
tained  in  said  letter  were  faithfully  complied  with. 

From  the  good  reports  which  I  have  received  from  the 
District  Deputies  and  from  a  number  of  Chapters,  I  feel 
perfectly  satisfied  that  my  instructions  have  been  cheerfully 
obeyed. 

The  Dead. 

While  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  Divine  will,  for 
in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,  and  we  are  all  liable  at 
any  moment  to  be  called  off  from  labor  to  repose  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  yet  I  regret  to  have  to 
announce  the  loss  by  death  of  forty-eight  Companions,  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  one  of  the  number,  Comp.  James 
Bleloch,  having  occupied  the  position  of  Chairman  of  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Official  notifications  have  been  received  and  announced  in 
this  Grand  Chapter  of  the  death  of  Andrew  Martin  Wolihin,, 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia ;  George  S. 
Jones,  Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  and 
eleven  Past  Grand  Officers  of  Sister  Jurisdictions. 

Representatives. 

I  have  commissioned  the  following-named  Companion  as 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  whose 
appointment  has  been  duly  received  and  acknowledged,  viz.: 

Comp.  Thomas  L.  Bond,  of  Salina,  Kansas. 

I  have  also  received  and  acknowledged  the  appointment  of 
the  following-named  Companions  as  Representatives  near  this 
Grand  Chapter,  viz.: 

Comp.  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nova  Scotia. 
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Comp.  Henry  J.  McCarthy,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Missouri. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  District  of  Columbia. 

Comp.  Frank  M.  Highley,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Indiana. 

Comp.  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Iowa. 

% 

Comp.  Louis  Wagner,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Vermont. 


Decisions. 

Chapter  No.  —  received  and  acted  upon  the  petition  of  a 
Companion  for  membership,  without  making  inquiry  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  I  declared  their  action  null  and  void, 
and  ordered  that  the  Companion’s  name  be  stricken  from 
their  roll  of  members. 

Chapter  N  o.  —  received  and  acted  upon  the  petition  of 
a  Brother  for  the  degrees  and  membership,  and  conferred  the 
degrees  upon  him,  without  making  inquiry  of  the  Chapter 
nearest  his  place  of  residence.  I  declared  their  action  null 
and  void,  and  ordered  that  his  name  be  stricken  from  their  roll 
of  members. 

If  the  “six  months’  ”  limit  expires  when  a  meeting  of  the 
Chapter  is  held,  the  time  cannot  be  extended  to  suit  the 

convenience  ”  of  the  Chapter.  If  the  candidate  presents 
himself  the  degree  should  be  conferred.  Otherwise  it  will  be 
necessary  for  him  to  present  a  new  petition. 

Chapter  No.  —  neglected  to  elect  a  Representative  to 
Grand  Chapter  at  its  December  meeting,  with  the  evident 
intention  to  elect  the  (incoming)  High  Priest  at  a  subsequent 
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meeting.  I  decided  that  there  was  no  vacancy.  The  last 

Representative  elected  “  holds  over.” 

* 

1 

Dispensations. 

I  have  granted  dispensations  during  the  year  as  follows : 

January  22. — To  Chapter  No.  254,  to  elect  all  their  officers. 

January  23. — To  Chapter  No.  16 1,  to  elect  a  Secretary. 

April  23. — To  Chapter  No.  238,  to  elect  a  Treasurer. 

May  27. — To  Chapter  No.  224,  to  elect  a  Scribe. 

Visitations. 

I  left  Philadelphia  on  February  nth  and  arrived  at  Mead- 
ville  at  1.50  p.  M.  on  the  12th.  I  met  the  officers  of  Solomon 
R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  191,  during  the  afternoon,  gave  them 
instruction  in  the  work,  and  in  the  evening,  at  an  extra 
meeting  of  the  Chapter,  conferred  the  Mark  Degree. 

I  arrived  at  Erie  at  2.30  p.  m.,  February  13th,  and  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  18th.  I  was  very  cordially  received 
by  Comp.  Peter  Barkey,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  the  other  officers  and  members  of  Temple  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  215.  I  devoted  my  time  to  giving  the  officers  instruction 
in  the  work.  On  Monday  evening,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Chapter,  the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons’ 
Degrees  were  conferred  on  four  candidates,  and  on  Wednesday 
evening,  the  17th,  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred  upon 
three  candidates.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of 
members  and  visitors  at  both  of  these  meetings,  and  the  work 
done  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  was  perfect  and  impressive, 
and  was  highly  appreciated  by  all  present,  including  the  can¬ 
didates.  No.  215  is  a  good  working  Chapter,  and  Comp. 
Peter  Barkey,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  who  is  a  Past  High  Priest  of  this 
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Chapter,  is  very  enthusiastic  in  Capitular  Masonry,  and  is 
instilling  new  life  into  all  of  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

February  18th,  I  attended  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Zerub- 
babel  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  162,  at  Pittsburg.  There  was  a 
very  large  attendance  at  the  meeting  and  at  the  banquet. 
I  was  very  cordially  received  and  was  much  pleased  with  my 

visit.  I  returned  to  Philadelphia  on  the  19th. 

> 

On  April  5th,  I  visited  Huntingdon,  and  on  the  afternoon 
and  evening  of  April  6th  visited  Standing  Stone  R.A.  Chapter, 
No.  201.  The  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Degrees  were  con¬ 
ferred  upon  two  candidates  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  in  the  evening  upon  three.  There  was  a  very 
good  attendance  of  members  and  visitors,  and  the  work  was 
well  done.  P.  H.  P.  Comp.  Martin  E.  Shaffner  of  this  Chapter 
is  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  charge  of  District 
No.  17;  he  has  seven  Chapters  under  his  charge;  he  is  well 
versed  in  the  work,  and  is  an  efficient  and  competent  officer. 

On  May  5th,  I  visited  Fernwood  R.  x\.  Chapter,  No.  256,  at 
Fernwood,  Delaware  County,  and  granted  them  permission  to 
change  their  place  of  meeting  from  Fernwood  to  the  Masonic 
Temple,  Philadelphia. 

On  June  10th,  by  request  of  Comp.  Caleb  C.  Thompson, 
High  Priest  of  Occidental  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  235,  I  visited 
Warren  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  the  work.  I 
remained  with  them  until  the  15th,  and  at  a  stated  meeting 
on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  I  conferred  the  Mark  and  Most 
Excellent  Degrees  on  five  candidates.  There  was  a  very  large 
attendance  of  members  and  a  number  of  visitors.  Comp. 
John  M.  Schrain,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  of  Ridgway,  was  present. 
•This  Chapter  had  not  been  doing  any  work  for  some  time,  but 
they  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  I  predict  for  them  a 
bright  and  prosperous  future. 
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On  June  15th,  I  visited  Elk  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  230,  at 
Ridgway.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred  upon  four 
candidates. 

By  request  of  the  officers  of  Anthony  Wayne  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  204,  of  Honesdale,  I  visited  there  September  10th,  and 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  15th.  This  Chapter  has 
been  in  a  state  of  lethargy  for  a  number  of  years.  I  gave 
them  instruction  in  the  work,  and  at  a  stated  meeting  on  the 
14th  conferred  the  degrees  upon  three  candidates.  Among 
the  visitors  present  were  Comp.  E.  R.W.  Searle,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P., 
of  Susquehanna,  and  about  fifteen  members  of  Eureka  R.  A. 
Chapter,  No.  179,  of  Carbondale. 

On  September  15th,  accompanied  by  District  Deputy  Searle, 
I  visited  The  Susquehanna  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  276.  The 
Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Degrees  were  conferred  upon 
two  candidates.  This  Chapter  is  in  good  condition  and  the 
officers  competent  to  do  the  work  of  all  the  Degrees. 

On  September  1 6th,  accompanied  by  Comp.  Searle,  I  visited 
Warren  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  180,  at  Montrose,  and  conferred 
the  R.  A.  Degree  upon  three  candidates,  gave  the  officers  and 
members  some  needed  advice  and  instruction,  which  they 
seemed  to  appreciate,  and  I  believe  that  they  have  determined 
to  go  to  work,  and  build  up  their  Chapter. 

Comp.  E.  R.  W.  Searle,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  in  charge  of  this 
District,  is  very  active  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties. 

September  19th,  I  visited  Easton  and  remained  until  the 
2 2d ;  gave  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  some  instruction. 

September  2 2d,  I  attended  a  stated  meeting  of  Bangor  R.  A, 
Chapter,  No.  274,  at  Bangor.  They  had  no  work,  but  I  gave 
them  some  advice  and  instruction. 
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October  18th,  I  visited  Shiloh  R.  A.  Chapter,  Xo.  257,  at 
Pittsburgh,  and  at  their  request  exemplified  the  Mark  Degree. 
There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  members,  and  visitors 
from  every  Chapter  in  the  District.  Comp.  John  McKain, 
D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  was  present.  Comp.  McKain  is  zealous  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  and  all  of  the  Chapters  in  his  Dis¬ 
trict  are  doing  good  work. 

October  19th,  I  visited  the  Pittsburgh  Capitular  School, 
where  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  exemplified  in  a  very 
creditable  manner. 


December  13th,  I  visited  Howell  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  202,  at 
West  Chester,  and  installed  their  officers. 

December  20th,  I  visited  Shekinah  R.  A.  Chapter,  Xo.  182, 
at  Wilkes-Barre.  This  Chapter  is  in  excellent  condition,  and 
all  of  the  officers  and  members  are  zealous  in  Capitular 
Masonry,  and  have  considerably  increased  the  membership  of 
their  Chapter  during  the  past  few  years. 

I  have  visited  the  following  Chapters  and  one  Mark  Lodge 
in  Philadelphia : 


Jan.  23d,  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  (50th  anniversary),  Xo. 

Apr.  26th,  Keystone  Chapter, . “ 

May  4th,  St.  John  “  . “ 

May  10th,  Signet  “  . “ 

May  31st,  Palestine  “  (silver  anniversary)  .  .  “ 

Sept.  1 8th,  Columbia  u  (75th  anniversary)  .  .  “ 

Oct.  8th,  Palestine  “  . u 

Nov.  1st,  Corinthian  u  . u 

Nov.  2d,  T.  B.  Freeman  Chapter, . “ 

Nov.  10th,  Philadelphia  Chapter, . “ 

Nov.  15th,  Jerusalem  “  “ 

Nov.  1 6th,  Temple  “  “ 

Nov.  17th,  Siloam  u  “ 
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Nov.  1 8th,  Oriental  Chapter, . No.  183 

Nov.  25th,  Fernwood  u  . “  256 


Work. 

For  the  information  of  the  District  Deputies,  and  officers  of 
Subordinate  Chapters,  work  has  been  exemplified  during  the 
year  in  the  Grand  Chapter  as  follows  : 

March  Quarterly,  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

June  Quarterly,  M.  E.  M.  Mason’s  Degree. 

September  Quarterly,  R.  A.  Degree. 

The  work  was  done  by  officers  and  members  of  the  School 
of  Instruction,  and  was  perfect. 

Invitations. 

The  Elective  Officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter  received  invita¬ 
tions  to  attend  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maryland,  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Baltimore, 
June  24th,  1897.  I  was  present  on  that  occasion,  accom¬ 
panied  by  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett  and  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  Comp.  Charles  Cary.  We 
were  very  cordially  received  and  entertained  at  their  meeting 
in  the  afternoon  and  banquet  in  the  evening. 

Similar  fraternal  invitations  were  received  to  attend  the 
thirtieth  Triennial  Convocation  and  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  held  in  Baltimore,  October  12th  to 
15th,  1897.  Much  to  my  regret,  important  engagements  in 
our  own  Jurisdiction  prevented  my  acceptance. 

Waiver  of  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  received  several  applications  for  Waiver  of  Jurisdic- 
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tion,  and  have  granted  all  except  one,  in  which  the  Brother 
was  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction,  bnt  not  a  Past 
Master  either  by  merit  or  dispensation. 

Transfers  and  Appointment. 

I  have  transferred  Chapter  Xo.  223  from  the  2 2d  to  the  5th 
District. 

» 

Chapter  Xo.  277  from  the  nth  to  the  9th  District. 

Chapter  Xo.  204,  from  the  16th  to  the  23<h  District. 

Chapters  Xos.  172,  179,  182,  185,  205,  214  and  242  I  have 
consolidated  into  one  District,  Xo.  11,  and  have  appointed 
P.  H.  P.  Comp.  Frank  Deitrick,  of  Shekinah  R.  A.  Chapter, 
Xo.  182,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
in  charge  of  said  District. 


Conclusion. 

Companions,  the  membership  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
Jurisdiction  has  been  increased  to  some  extent  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  but  is  not  yet  what  it  should  be. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  having  been  able  to  pay  all  expenses,  including  the 
usual  donation  of  $500  to  the  Masonic  Home,  and  leaving  a 
respectable  balance.  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Elective  and  Appointed  Officers  for  their  prompt  attend¬ 
ance  at  all  meetings,  and  also  the  Chairmen  and  members  of 
all  Committees  for  the  very  able  and  prompt  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duties. 

I  most  cordially  thank  the  following-named  Companions, 
whom  I  appointed  Instructors  in  our  Capitular  School,  for  the 
very  able  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties  : 
Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  P.  H.  P.,  Comp.  Jerome  L.  Reeser, 
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P.  H.  P.,  Comp.  William  B.  Joslyn,  P.  H.  P.,  and  Comp.  Carl 
A.  Sundstrom,  P.  H.  P. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  wish  you  all  future 
health  and  prosperity,  and  most  humbly  pray  to  God  that  in 
His  Divine  wisdom  He  will  permit  us  to  meet  again  in 
Annual  Communication  one  year  hence  with  our  official 
ranks  unbroken. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quar 
cation  held  on  Thursday,  December  2d,  1897,  as  relates 
to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  was  read. 

All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received 
the  Order  of  High-Priesthood  having  retired. 

Companion  Richard  M.  Johnson  was  installed  as 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania ,  and  Masonic 
Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging ;  was  duly  proclaimed 
as  such,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally 
installed,  and  were  each  duly  proclaimed,  and  received 
the  salutations  of  the  Craft : 

Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  ....  M.  E.  Grand  King . 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  •  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Gra7id  Treasurer. 

“  Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

4 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  Year, 
commencing  this  day  : 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

1.  Comp.  John  McKain,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  Counties  of 
Allegheny  and  Washington. 

2.  Comp.  William  C.  Thompson,  of  Butler,  for  the  Counties 

> 

of  Beaver  and  Butler. 

3.  Comp.  Curtis  G.  Campbell,  of  Johnstown,  for  the 
Counties  of  Greene,  Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset  and 
Cambria. 

4.  Comp.  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the  Counties  of 
Lancaster,  Adams  and  York. 

5.  Comp.  Stephen  H.  Appleton,  of  Media,  for  the  County 
of  Delaware,  and  Chapter  No.  223  at  Oxford. 

6.  Comp.  John  H.  Shopp,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties 
of  Dauphin,  Cumberland  and  Franklin. 

7.  Comp.  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  of  Pottstown,  for 
Chapters  Nos.  190,  262  and  271,  of  Montgomery  County,  and 
No.  198,  of  Chester  County. 

8.  Comp.  Albert  R.  Hoover,  of  Reading,  for  the  Counties 
of  Berks  and  Lebanon.  ■ 

9.  Comp.  Christian  A.  Seidel,  of  Pottsville,  for  the  County 
of  Schuylkill,  and  Chapter  No.  277  at  Hazleton. 

10.  Comp.  Daniel  Z.  Walker,  of  Allentown,  for  the  Counties 
of  Lehigh,  Northampton,  Carbon  and  Monroe. 

11.  Comp.  Frank  Dei  trick,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for  the  Counties 
of  Luzerne,  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna,  except  Chapter  No. 
277  at  Hazleton. 
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12.  Comp.  James  H.  Codding,  of  Towanda,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Bradford,  Sullivan  and  Tioga. 

13.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City,  for  the  Counties 
of  Warren,  Venango  and  Forest. 

14.  Comp.  John  M.  Schram,  of  Ridgway,  for  the  Counties 
of  McKean,  Potter,  Cameron  and  Elk. 

15.  Comp.  Daniel  B.  Else,  of  Williamsport,  for  the  Counties 
of  Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Centre. 

16.  Comp.  Harry  M.  Chenowetli,  of  Sunbury,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland. 

17.  Comp.  Martin  E.  Shaffner,  of  Huntingdon,  for  the 
Counties  of  Mifflin,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Juniata,  Fulton, 
Perry,  Clearfield  and  Blair. 

18.  Comp.  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties  of  Erie 
and  Crawford. 

19.  Comp.  John  C.  Wallace,  of  New  Castle, %  for  the  Counties 
of  Mercer  and  Lawrence. 

20.  Comp.  John  W.  Farnsworth,  of  Danville,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Montour  and  Columbia. 

21.  Comp.  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  of  Brookville,  for  the  Counties 
of  Jefferson,  Clarion  and  Armstrong. 

22.  Comp.  Ellis  H.  Doan,  of  Coatesville,  for  the  County  of 
Chester,  except  Chapter  No.  198,  at  Phoenixville,  and  Chapter 
No.  223,  at  Oxford. 

23.  Comp.  Edward  R.  W.  Searle,  of  Susquehanna,  for  the 
Counties  of  Susquehanna  and  Wayne. 

24.  Comp.  Thomas  Rose,  of  Ambler,  for  Bucks  County 
and  Chapters  Nos.  220  and  245  of  Montgomery  County. 
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Grand  Chaplains . 

Comp.  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  of  Philadelphia. 

“  Rev.  Charles  M.  Stock,  of  Hanover. 

“  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  of  Philadelphia. 
“  Rev.  Will  H.  Hiller,  of  Wilkes-Barre. 

Grand '  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Edwin  H.  Coaxe,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  Francis  H.  Hemperley,  of  Chapter  No.  248. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Frank  P.  Mason,  of  Chapter  No.  243. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

Comp.  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  of  Chapter  No.  237. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Comp.  Benjamin  Eiseman,  of  Chapter  No.  183. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  John  O’Donnel,  of  Chapter  No.  91. 

funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 

Comp.  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  of  Chapter  No.  169. 
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Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Chapter  No.  183. 

Gra?id  Tyler. 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslyn,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  g.  h.  p., 
u  George  E.  Wagner,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  James  S.  Barber,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Committee  on  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Edward  Perry, 

“  George  Carnell, 

“  Alexander  McCune, 

“  Harry  W.  Read. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

“  John  Slinglufe, 

“  Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 

“  Jacob  W.  Jackson. 

Coimnittee  071  By-Laws. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Charles  P.  Keech, 

“  Philip  C.  Shaffer, 

u  Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

u  Louis  M.  Wagner. 
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Committee  on  Correspondence . 

M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Stockton  Bates, 

“  J.  Simpson  Africa, 

“  Joshua  E.  Evte, 

“  James  H.  Codding. 

Co  m  m  ittee  o  n  Ch  a  rity . 

Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day, 

“  N.  Ferree  Eightner, 
u  Robert  E.  Hoeeiday, 

u  Samuee  S.  Yohe, 

u  Samuee  W.  Eatta. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing . 

Comp.  Harry  I.  McIntire,  Jr., 

“  John  E.  Poore, 

u  John  T.  Beardseey, 

“  Matthias  H.  Seddinger, 
u  Jacob  Glaser. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  seren 
o’clock  and  ten  minutes,  p.  m. 


Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 


V  'liV  Vi  V  livOlVlVv'Hi  ZTO  ill'UW.ii  viliVU.')  V  1-V  V>U)1/ 


I 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania., 


I795>  William  Ball.! 

1796 — 1797,  William  Moore  Smith.! 
1798 — 1802,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith.! 
1802 — 1805,  Israel  Israel.! 

1806 — 1813,  James  Milnor.! 

1814,  Richard  Tybout.J 

1815,  Samuel  F.  Bradford.! 

1816 — 1817,  Walter  Kerr.! 

1818 — 1821,  Bayse  Newcomb.| 

1822 — 1823,  Josiah  Randall.! 

1824 — 1825,  Michael  Nisbet.! 

1826,  John  Steele,  Jr.! 

1827,  Tristram  B.  Freeman.! 

1828,  Joseph  S.  Riley. f 
1829 — 1831,  John  M.  Read.! 

1832 — 1833,  Samuel  H.  Perkins.! 

1834,  Enos  S.  Gandy. f 

1835,  John  Y.  Black.! 

1836 — 1840,  Joseph  R.  Chandler.! 

1841 — 1842,  Alexander  Diamond.! 

1843 — 1844,  William  Whitney.! 

1845 — 1846,  William  Barger.! 
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1847,  John  McGrath. | 

1848,  JohnJ.  Krider.J 

1849,  James  Simpson. t 

1850 — 1851,  David  C.  Skerrett,  M.  D.f 
1852 — 1853,  Edward  P.  DescurE-J 

1854,  Anthony  Bournonvieee,  M.  D.f 
1855 — 1856,  Harman  Baugh. t 
1857,  John  C.  Smith. t 
1858 — 1859,  Daniee  Thompson. f 

1860,  Benjamin  Parke. f 

1861,  Harman  Yerkes.J 

1862 — 1863,  Jeremiah  L,.  Hutchinson. t 
1864 — 1865,  George  W.  Wood.! 

1866 — 1867,  Samuee  C.  Perkins. 

1868 — 1869,  George  Griscom.J 
1870 — 1871,  Michaee  Nisbet.J 
1872 — 1873,  Charges  E.  Meyer.* 

1874 — 1875,  Andrew  Robeno,  jR.f 
1876,  George  E.  Wagner. 

1877 — 1878,  Agfred  R.  Potter. f 

1879 — 1880,  WiGGiAM  C.  Hamigton,  M.  D. 

1881 — 1882,  Hibbert  P.  John. 

1883 — 1884,  Augustus  R.  Haeg-J 
1885 — 1886,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 

1887 — 1888,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

1889 — 1890,  James  S.  Barber. 

1891 — 1892,  Agexander  H.  Morgan. 

1893 — 1894,  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

1895 — 1896,  Ezra  S.  Bartgett. 

1897 — 1898,  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

f  Deceased. 

*  Expelled. 


©ur  2>ea6. 


‘TO  THE  PAST  GO  MORE  DEAD  FAC 


Hn  flftemortam. 


JAMES  McLOUGHLIN, 

King  of  Chapter  No.  250. 

DIED,  SEPTEMBER  2d,  1897. 


W.  SCOTT  BAIR, 

King  of  Chapter  No.  201. 

DIED,  NOVEMBER  24th,  1897. 


JAMES  C.  WILEY, 

King  of  Chapter  No.  43. 

DIED,  DECEMBER  10th,  1897. 


HIRAM  GROVES  BEATTIE, 

Scribe  of  Chapter  No.  224. 

DIED,  APRIL  15th,  1897. 


Hn  ilfoemoriam. 


THOMAS  D.  WATTSON, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  3. 

DIED,  JANUARY  19th,  1897. 


ROBERT  B.  SALTER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  3. 

DIED,  HAY  9th,  1897. 


GEORGE  N.  WATSON, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  3. 

DIED.  JULY  24th,  1897. 


JOSEPH  POMEROY, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  21. 

DIED,  SEPTEMBER  24th,  1897. 


Ifn  flDemcriam. 


JAMES  BLELOCH, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  91. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  I Oth,  1897. 


EDWARD  MATTHEWS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  91. 

DIED,  JULY  17th,  1897. 


WILLIAM  A.  FOSTER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  91. 

DIED,  NOVEMBER  16th,  1897, 


ROBERT  A.  GLOVER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  159. 

DIED,  JULY  7th,  1897. 


JOSEPH  H.  RICHARDS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No,  159, 
DIED,  OCTOBER  9th,  1897. 


Hn  flftemortam* 


EDWARD  O.  MACFARLANE, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  161. 

DIED,  JANUARY  6th,  1897. 


DAVID  A.  STEVENSON, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  162. 

DIED,  JANUARY  8th,  1897. 


ANDREW  J.  PEAKE, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  162. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  8th,  1897. 


EDWARD  R.  ARMSTRONG, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  162. 

DIED,  MAY  29th,  1897. 


HENRY  T.  BRODIE, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  162. 

DIED,  JULY  29th,  1897. 


Hn  flfoemoriam. 


FRANKLIN  M.  ROSS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  163. 

DIED,  JANUARY  3d,  1897. 


WILLIAM  C.  ROLLER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  166. 

DIED,  MARCH  11th,  1897. 


ANTHONY  E.  STOCKER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  169. 

DIED,  MAY  23d,  1897. 


WILLIAM  R.  CLAUDY, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  171. 

DIED,  JANUARY  25th,  1897. 


DAVID  B.  TAYLOR, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  183. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  26th,  1897. 


Hn  flDemoriam* 


JOHN  SARTAIN, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  Xo.  183. 

DIED,  OCTOBER  25th,  1897. 


JOHN  S.  FERGUSON, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  Xo.  185. 

DIED,  MAY  12th,  1897. 


JOHN  D.  FULLER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  Xo.  185. 

DIED,  OCTOBER  29th,  1897. 


JOSEPH  H.  ALTER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  Xo.  186. 

DIED,  JUNE  30th,  1897. 


ARCHIBALD  H.  MAXWELL, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  Xo.  1S9. 

DIED,  DECEMBER  8th,  1897. 


Ifn  flbemoriam. 


FRANK  HENRY  FOSTER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  191. 

DIED,  AUGUST  18th,  1897. 


JOHN  H.  BAILEY, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  193. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  8th,  1897. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  194. 

DIED,  MARCH  22d,  1897. 


PETER  G.  CAREY, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  198. 

DIED,  JUNE  4th,  1897. 


JAMES  B.  ROEDER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  203. 

DIED,  JUNE  3d,  1897. 


Hn  ilfcemoriam 


ALFRED  J.  G.  DUBBS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  203. 

DIED,  NOVEMBER  7th,  1897. 


THOMAS  BROOKS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  20S. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  23d,  1897. 


JOSEPH  M.  HILL, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  208. 

DIED,  APRIL  6th,  1897. 


WILLIAM  DAVIS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  208. 

DIED,  SEPTEMBER  12th,  1897. 


EDWARD  TRAINER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  211. 

DIED,  JULY  22d,  1897. 


Un  flfoemortam. 


CHARLES  LAING, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  232. 

DIED,  MAY  1st,  1897. 


SAMUEL  RHODES, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  234. 

DIED,  DECEMBER  22d,  1897. 


WILLIAM  H.  BOSSERMAN, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  238. 

DIED,  MARCH  25th,  1897. 


HENRY  C.  SHARP, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  240. 

DIED,  JANUARY  11th,  1897. 


JAMES  DAVIS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  242. 

DIED,  DECEMBER  10th,  1897. 


Hn  flfcemoriam. 


JOSEPH  S.  WRIGHT, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  248. 

DIED,  MAY  26th,  1897. 


SAMUEL  S.  TALBOT,  s 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  248. 

DIED,  MAY  31st,  1897. 


JOHN  W.  LINGENFELTER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  255. 

DIED,  APRIL  16th,  1897. 


CHARLES  ROBERTS, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  258. 

DIED,  NOVEMBER  10th,  1897. 


ABRAHAM  P.  BEAVER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  266. 

DIED,  JUNE  8th,  1897. 


HENRY  B.  PEPPER, 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  268* 

DIED,  JANUARY  11th,  1897. 
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Report  on  Correspondence. 


The  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  with  which 
we  are  in  correspondence  have  been  allotted  to  the  following 
members  of  onr  Committee  for  their  inspection  and  review  : 


Alabama  . 

Arizona  . 

Arkansas  . 

California 
Canada  . 

Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware  . 

District  of  Columbia 
England  . 

Florida  . 

General  Grand  Chapte 
Georgia  . 

Illinois 
Indiana 

Indian  Territor) 

Iowa  .  . 

Ireland  . 

Kansas  . 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maine  ..... 
Maryland  .  .  . 
Massachusetts  . 
Michigan  .  .  .  , 
Minnesota  .  . 
Mississippi  .  . 
Missouri  .... 
Montana  .  .  . 
Nebraska  .  .  . 
Nevada  .  .  .  .  . 
New  Brunswick  . 


Matthias  H.  Henderson,  P.  G.  H.  P. 


Stockton  Bates. 


[-  J.  Simpson  Africa. 
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New  Hampshire  .  .  .  .  ' 

New  Jersey . 

New  York  .  .  .  , . 

North  Carolina  . 

North  Dakota . 

Nova  Scotia . [  Joshua  D.  Lyte. 

Ohio . 

Oregon  ......  . 

Quebec  . 

Rhode  Island . .  • 

Scotland . .  J 


South  Carolina  .  . 
South  Dakota  .  . 
Tennessee  .  .  .  . 

Texas . . 

Vermont  .  .  .  . 

Victoria . 

Virginia . 

Washington  .  .  . 
West  Virginia  .  . 
Wisconsin  .  .  . 


N 


James  H.  Codding. 


It  is  seldom  that  we  are  able  to  report  upon  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  enumerated  above,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  seldom  they 
are  all  received.  The  allotment  is  made  early  in  the  year,  and 
as  the  proceedings  come  in  they  are  distributed  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  work  of  reviewing  them  proceeds.  At  the 
time  of  going  to  press  those  reviewed  are  reported  on.  If  any 
of  those  above  mentioned  are  omitted  from  the  following- 

O 

Report,  it  should  be  understood  that  they  have  not  come  to  our 
hands.  None  are  intentionally  omitted.  The  list  above  is 
not  of  those  we  have  received,  but  of  those  we  should  receive. 

The  writer  of  such  a  Report  as  ours  should  be  in  the  words 
of  Shakespeare  :  “A  brief  chronicler  of  the  times.”  This  we 
have  aimed  to  be.  We  have  examined  proceedings  and  made 
note  of  happenings  in  the  world  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
adding  such  comments  as  we  deemed  fitting.  These  com¬ 
ments,  in  fact,  constitute  the  Report,  and  the  proportion  in 
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which  they  are  complete  and  apt  measures  the  success  of 
our  work.  We  have  expressed  our  opinions  fearlessly,  but 
we  trust  not  dogmatically,  and  if  we  have  seemed  too  positive 
at  times  do  not  charge  us  with  intolerance  or  lack  of  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  others,  but  attribute  it  to  our  undying  love 
for  our  old  Grand  Chapter  which,  for  more  than  one  hundred 
years,  has  buffeted  the  storm  and  kept  the  faith,  and  whose 
ways  seem  to  us  good. 

Saluting  our  Companions  of  the  Reportorial  Corps,  and 
wishing  them  every  blessing  which  mortals  may  enjoy, 
we  again  present  our  Report. 

M.  H.  H. 


ALABAMA. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Montgomery,  No-' 
vember  30th,  1896. 

M.  E.  John  G.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  There 
was  a  full  attendance  of  Grand  Officers,  and  a  large  represen¬ 
tation  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  members  of  Chapters. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  characterizes  the  year 
as  one  that  tried  men’s  souls  more  than  any  in  the  history  of 
the  country  since  i860,  when  brother  was  arrayed  against 
brother-,  father  against  son,  and  companion  against  com¬ 
panion.  * 

In  his  notice  of  the  dead,  he  speaks  kindly  of  our  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Michael  Nisbet. 

He  made  official  visits  to  five  Chapters  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  the  same  number.  He  says  there  has  been  some 
work  done  and  some  progress  made,  and  more  would  have 
been  accomplished  had  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  been 
zealous  in  the  work.  Free  use  of  the  word  “team”  is  made 
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as  applied  to  Brethren  who  are  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree. 

He  granted  several  dispensations  to  receive  and  act  on 
petitions  for  exaltation  and  membership  at  the  same  meeting ; 
and  one  to  a  Chapter  to  hold  a  Special  Convocation,  and 
at  such  Convocation  to  transact  all  of  the  regular  business 
usually  transacted  at  a  Regular  Convocation.  We  presume 
the  law  of  Alabama  permits  the  issuance  of  such  dispen¬ 
sations. 

He  is  firmly  convinced,  after  a  working  experience  of 
twenty  years,  that  there  is  a  stern  necessity  for  the  Ritual  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  their  Chapters.  While  the 
Committee  on  Work  is  well  versed  in  the  work,  and  in  his 
opinion  gives  a  better  work  than  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
it  is  not  the  work  they  are  expected  to  teach,  neither  is  it  in 
such  shape  as  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  Craft.  He  says  this  is  a 
busy  age,  and  the  men  who  have  the  capacity  to  learn  the 
work  from  mouth  to  ear  seldom  have  time  to  do  so,  hence  he 
seldom  finds  two  High  Priests  that  use  the  same  work,  and  no 
two  men  in  the  Vails  who  give  correct  answers,  and  he  con¬ 
fesses  that  he  can  see  no  remedy  for  this  but  the  Ritual  under 
the  restrictions  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  above  may  all  be  true  in  Alabama,  but  it  does  not 
apply  in  Pennsylvania.  We  have  nothing  but  the  “mouth-to- 
ear  ”  system,  and  it  is  the  exception  when  two  High  Priests 
are  found  who  do  not  use  the  same  language.  The  other 
officers  of  our  Chapters  are  equally  well  versed  in  their  parts, 
and  thev  all  learned  it  from  mouth  to  ear. 

j 

He  closes  with  advice  which,  if  heeded,  will  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  his  Jurisdiction,  and  need  not 
be  spurned  by  Royal  Arch  Masons  anywhere.  He  tells  them 
to  be  prepared  to  give  advice  to  their  subordinates  when 
asked  to  do  so  ;  to  learn  the  work  and  always  try  to  do  it  well ; 

1  *  *  J 
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never  to  allow  their  Chapters  to  be  opened  or  closed  in  short 
form,  and  in  every  degree  to  perfect  themselves  so  that  the 
impression  made  will  be  a  good  one ;  not  to  accept  office  for 
honors  they  may  expect  from  it,  for  no  position  in  life  can 
honor  a  man  who  does  not  honor  himself ;  and  finally,  like 
the  faithful  sentinel,  to  be  at  their  post  when  duty  calls. 

The  address  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  and  their  Report 
was  generally  commendatory.  They  had  something  to  say 
about  printed  Rituals,  however,  and  they  said  it.  They  do 
not  agree  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  views,  which 
recommend  their  use  in  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  believing 
that  it  will  lead  to  great  confusion  and  possible  disaster.  In 
view  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Work,  that  the  work  as  adopted  and  practiced  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  follows  closely,  and  is  substantially  the  work 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  they  therefore  reiterate  their 
former  opinion  that  printed  Rituals  might  prove  disastrous  ; 
that  they  are  unnecessary,  for  one  who  will  not  learn  the  work 
now  would  not  be  likely  ta  do  so  from  a  printed  Ritual. 
This  Report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  printed 

Rituals  will  not  be  encouraged  in  Alabama. 

\ 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  a  balance  on  hand 
of  $272.16.  They  regret  to  find  that  a  number  of  Chapters  are 
delinquent  in  the  payment  of  annual  dues,  thereby  lessening 
the  receipts  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  has  necessitated 
rigid  economy  in  their  appropriations.  They  believe  that 
every  officer  should  be  compensated  commensurate  with  the 
duties  and  dignities  of  his  station,  but  the  condition  of  their 
exchequer  precludes  it.  They  recommended  an  appropriation 
of  $7  5.00  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  which,  with 
the  entire  Report,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Raws,  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and 
Appeals  reported  that  nothing  had  been  referred  to  them  for 
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consideration,  emphasizing  the  fact,  stated  in  their  last  year's 
Report,  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  their  Grand  Jurisdiction 
are  at  peace  with  one  another,  which  is  a  cause  for  sincere 
rejoicing. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  that  experienced 
reviewer  who  has  written  so  many  such,  Comp.  Palmer  J. 

Pillans.  Under  the  head  of  Pennsylvania,  he  says  : 

» 

“  A  Special  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  held  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  completion  of  the  one  hundred  years  of  its^  existence.  This  was 
indeed  a  grand,  and,  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  most  interesting  and  enjoy¬ 
able  affair.  A  review  of  the  origin  and  growth,  the  difficulties  and  harass- 
ments  that  beset  this  Grand  Chapter  during  this  long  period,  was  assigned 
to  four  exceedingly  able  and  studious  Companions  by  periods  covering 
a  quarter  of  a  century  each,  thus  insuring  faithfulness  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties,  and  accuracy  in  all  the  details  of  historical  facts.  We  have 
nowhere  been  more  interested  than  in  what  was  communicated  by  each 
of  these  brilliant  Companions.  The  pride  of  our  Pennsylvania  Companions 
must  have  been  greatly  aroused  while  the  knowledge  of  the  steadfastness 
and  perseverance  of  the  founders  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  shown  to  them 
in  such  charming  light.  Of  course  there  was  a  banquet,  at  which  the  early 
recollections  of  many  of  the  older  members  were  recounted. 

“A  distinguishing  feature  of  the  celebration,  however,  to  us  is,  that  this 
volume  also  contains  in  detail  the  celebrations  of  the  several  Chapters 
simultaneously  with  the  Grand  Chapter,  so  that  it  may  be  said  that  ever}* 
Companion  of  the  Jurisdiction,  whether  able  to  be  present  in  Philadelphia  or 
not,  took  part  in  this  great  and  unique  celebration.” 

He  agrees  with  us  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  not  bury 
their  dead,  and  that  Ciphers  and  printed  Rituals  are  improper. 

JOSIAH  JERNIGAN,  Troy,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

H.  Cray  Armstrong,  Montgomery,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

ARIZONA. 

A  small  pamphlet  of  thirty-eight  pages  comes  to  us  from 
this  Jurisdiction.  The  Representatives  of  the  four  Chapters 
composing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona  met  in  Tucson, 
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November  utli,  1896,  at  which  time  the  Seventh  Annual 
Convocation  was  held. 

M.  E.  Rickmer  N.  Fredericks,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided. 
His  address  is  brief  and  is  purely  a  local  document.  He  says  that 
no  new  Chapters  have  been  organized,  but  that  it  is  apparent, 
by  the  healthy  gain  of  fifteen  members  during  the  year,  that 
interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  is  reviving,  and  that  the  outlook 
for  the  future  is  bright.  He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  entire  year  no  question  was  referred  to  him  for  his 
decision,  and  argues  from  it  that  the  High  Priests  are  particu¬ 
larly  fitted  for  their  stations,  that  their  laws  are  plain,  there¬ 
fore  easy  to  follow,  and  that  the  Companions  are  willing  to  be 
governed. 

He  intended  to  visit  all  the  Chapters,  but  did  not  visit  any. 
The  old  excuse  is  offered — “business  engagements  did  not  per¬ 
mit.”  The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  John  M. 
Ormsby,  whose  business  was  not  so  pressing,  or  else  was 
sacrificed,  did  it  for  him.  He  visited  all  the  Chapters  and 
reported  them  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  that  nothing  had 
engaged  their  attention. 

The  Financial  Report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $310.25. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

UA  short  horse  is  soon  curried,”  and  this  is  all  we  find 
to  say  about  Arizona. 

M.  E.  Morris  GordwaTER,  Prescott,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  GEORGE  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 
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ARKANSAS. 

The  Forty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Little 
Rock,  November  19th,  1896.  M.  K.  James  H.  Roten,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presided.  In  his  address  he  states  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  will  have  nothing  to  do, 
that  peace  and  harmony  reign. 

P.  G.  H.  P.,  Companion  Fay  Hempstead,  reports  the 
organization  of  a  new  Chapter  at  Malvern,  under  a  dispensa¬ 
tion  from  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Committees  on  Credentials,  Returns,  Finance,  Charters 
and  Dispensations,  Masonic  Law7  and  Usage,  and  Memorials, 
made  reports  which  contain  nothing  of  special  interest  to 
outsiders. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  hereafter  it  shall  not  he  necessary  to  read  the  minutes  of 
one  annual  session  of  this  Grand  Chapter  at  its  succeeding  annual  session.” 

“  Resolved ,  That  subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  use  two  substitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.” 

We  find  no  record  of  an  election  of  Grand  Officers,  though 
Companion  Roten  opened  the  session  as  G.  H.  P.,  and  at  the 
close  the  record  is  signed  by  Companion  George  P.  Taylor  as 
G.  H.  P.  A  large  part  of  the  volume  before  us  is  taken  up 
by  the  statistical  tables  mentioned  in  our  last  review  of  this 
Grand  Chapter.  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Com¬ 
panion  Reuben  J.  Laughlin.  In  his  introduction,  he  says  : 

“  In  this,  our  ninth  review,  we  shall  endeavor  to  present  such  material  as 
we  think  will  be  of  interest  to  Arkansas  Masons,  rather  than  occupy  our 
space  with  discussions  of  unimportant  differences,  or  in  airing  our  own 
opinions.  We  will  not  confine  ourselves  to  quotations  alone,  but  will  put  our 
mark  on  anything  we  find  that  we  think  the  overseers  should  inspect.” 

He  is  opposed  to  Royal  Arch  funerals,  but  favors  printed 
Rituals.  Larder  Illinois,  he  says  : 

j  * 


72 


THE  GRAND  HORY  ROYAD  ARCH 


[1897. 


“  Companion  Pearson  suggests  the  word  band  instead  of  team.  We  use 
the  word  class  (in  college  sense  of  students)  as  more  appropriate  than  team 
or  band.” 

We  would  respectfully  remind  our  Companion  that  “class” 
does  not  seem  to  be  universally  used  in  Arkansas.  See  Comp. 
Hempstead’s  report  on  page  198  of  their  Proceedings,  where 
“  team  ”  is  employed.  What  is  more  euphonious  or  more 
expressive  than  to  say  :  One,  two,  three,  four,  or  five  (as  the 
case  may  be)  brethren  were  exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  is  it  not  more  Masonic  ?  Where  did  this 
word  team  come  from,  anyhow,  and  who  is  responsible  for 
grafting  such  an  excrescence  upon  a  patient,  long  suffering, 
and  much  imposed  upon  Fraternity? 

Under  Missouri,  he  instructs  us  as  to  the  orthodox  pro¬ 
nunciation  of  the  name  of  his  State,  as  follows : 


“Many  intelligent,  and  otherwise  well  educated  people,  pronounce  the 
name  of  our  State  as  it  is  .spelled,  with  the  accent  on  the  second  syllable. 
The  correct  pronunciation  was  arrived  at  by  a  learned  committee,  of  which 
our  own  Albert  Pike  was  chairman,  and  reported  to  the  legislature — forever 
settling  the  question  by  law — that  it  was  an  Indian  word,  and  should  be 
pronounced  Arkansaw,  with  accent  on  the  first.” 


We  were  instructed  long  ago  that  there  is  no  rule  for  the 
spelling  and  pronunciation  of  proper  names,  which  we  sup¬ 
pose  is  the  reason  Kansas  is  not  pronounced  Kansaw,  with 
accent  on  the  first  syllable. 

When  he  comes  to  Pennsylvania,  he  speaks  of  our  Centen¬ 
nial,  and  pays  this  deserved  compliment  to  Past  High  Priests 
Church,  of  Chapter  No.  191,  and  Foster,  of  Chapter  No.  258  : 

“  Among  the  many  addresses  in  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  and  reported 
in  this  volume,  those  of  Companion  Pearson  Church,  of  Meadville,  and  Chas. 
F.  Foster,  of  Chester,  deserve  especial  mention  as  most  beautiful  and  in¬ 
structive  historical  lectures.” 
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He  calls  us  Companion  W.  H.  Henderson,  for  which  we 
will  forgive  him  if  he  will  be  more  careful  in  the  future. 

Under  Massachusetts,  he  says  : 

“The  Chapter  referred  to,  St.  Andrew’s,  August  28th,  1769,  is  the  oldest 
in  the  United  States.” 

If  Companion  Laughlin  had  read  Companion  Foster’s 

> 

historical  address  as  carefully  as  we  would  infer  he  did  from 
his  commendation  of  it,  and  had  examined  Masonic  history, 
he  would  not  have  made  the  above  statement.  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  was  introduced  into  America  by  those  Masons  who 
were  adherents  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (Ancients), 
about  the  year  1758,  at  the  time  of  the  organization  under 
that  Grand  Lodge  of  Lodges,  Nos.  2  and  3,  in  Philadelphia. 
The  precise  date  cannot  be  stated  positively.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  there  was  a  Royal  Arch  Lodge  (now  Jerusalem 
Chapter,  No.  3),  working  under  the  warrant  of  Lodge  No.  3, 
on  December  3d,  176 7,  the  minute-book  of  which  is  in  ex¬ 
istence,  showing  a  continuous  life  to  the  present  time. 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  originally  conferred  under  the 
authority  of  lodge  warrants,  upon  which  occasions  they  were 
called  Royal  Arch  Lodges.  As  early  as  September  5th,  1789, 
the  term  was  succeeded  by  Chapter  and  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 
It  is  a  historical  fact  that  our  Jerusalem  Chapter  No.  3  is  not 
only  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  but  the  oldest  in 
America. 

The  volume  is  handsomely  printed,  and  presents  a  very  neat 
appearance. 

GEORGE  P.  Tayeor,  Forrest  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  James  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock,  Grand  Secretary. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Forty- Third  Annual  Convocation, 
which  was  held  at  San  Francisco,  April  20th,  1897,  contain 
as  a  frontispiece  the  portrait  of  M.  K.  Thomas  Flint,  who  was 
the  Grand  High  Priest  at  the  opening  of  the  Convocation. 

He  reported  visits  to  six  Chapters,  which  he  says  were  all 
it  was  convenient  for  him  to  make,  or  that  it  was  required  of 
him  to  make. 

In  summing  up  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  says  the  past 
year  was  one  of  comparative  harmony.  So  few  cases  of 
friction  were  called  to  his  attention  that  blit  little  of  his  time 
was  occupied  in  that  part  of  his  duties.  This  he  attributes 
to  the  general  intelligence  of  officers.  He  did  not  think  any 
of  his  decisions  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  reported  to  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  present  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  Home  at  Decoto, 
October  14th,  1896.  We  mention  this  because  it  is  an  un¬ 
usual  occurrence.  I11  closing,  he  recommends  any  Chapter 
which  feels  aggrieved  at  the  fact  that  he  did  not  pay  it  an 
official  visit  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  traditional  feast  into  the 
treasury  of  the  aforesaid  Home.  That  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  Home,  and  we  would  infer  that  he  thinks  it  a  sufficient 
panacea  to  the  Chapter  for  any  inconvenience  or  detriment 
they  suffered  from  his  lack  of  attention. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  a  total  membership  of  5313, 
an  increase  of  161. 

They  have  a  Committee  bn  Returns,  which  reported  that 
all  the  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  had  made  their  returns  and 
paid  their  dues,  and  that  the  returns  were,  with  few  excep¬ 
tions,  correctly  and  neatly  prepared. 
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Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  A.  Davies,  again  presents 
the  Report  on  Correspondence.  In  his  introduction  he  says, 
that  in  reviewing  the  mass  of  literature  presented  to  him,  he 
is  gratified  to  observe  the  harmony  existing  among  all  the 
grand  bodies.  He  is  impressed  with  the  healthy  vigor  of  the 
organization,  and  at  no  time  in  his  experience  does  he  recall 
the  same  harmonious  condition  which  now  exists. 

He  says  our  proceedings  for  1895  is  a  remarkable  volume, 
and  in  its  finished  beauty  is  worthy  of  the  celebrated  and  im¬ 
portant  event  of  which  it  is  the  souvenir  and  record.  He 
manifests  much  interest  in  our  Centennial  celebration,  and 
makes  liberal  extracts  from  the  published  accounts  of  it.  He 
designates  our  Grand  Chapter  as  Royal  in  more  than  its  name, 
and  says  it  is  a  grand  old  organization  from  ground  floor  to 
Asylum.  We  do  not  understand  the  reference  to  an  Asylum, 
but  thank  him  and  appreciate  the  sentiment  manifested. 

Last  year  we  asked  M.  E.  Comp.  Davies  a  question.  It  was 
where  he  found  his  authority  for  stating  that  our  jurisdiction 
is  divided  into  eight  districts,  when  our  proceedings  plainly 
said  that  we  have  twenty-two.  We  think  our  question  was  a 
plain  one.  He  acknowledges  he  was  in  error,  but  wants  to 
know  in  what  particular  his  statement  was  questioned,  and 
our  question  remains  unanswered.  We  have  given  much 
more  space  to  this  insignificant  subject  than  it  deserves,  and 
will  not  allude  to  it  again. 

Under  Maine,  he  notices  the  discussion  between  Comp. 
Drummond  and  our  Comp.  Africa,  which  he  designates  as  in¬ 
teresting.  He  seems  to  side  with  Comp.  Drummond,  and 
quotes  a  paragraph  of  his  referring  to  public  installations, 
promising  to  u  serve  up  what’s  left  of  Comp.  Africa  and  his 
historical  inaccuracies  later  on.”  As  he  says  nothing  further 
about  it,  we  presume  he  found  there  was  more  left  of  Comp. 
Africa  than  he  cared  to  have  anything  to  do  with,  and  that  if 
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lie  did  not  want  liis  fingers  scorched  he  had  best  let  him 
alone.  We  would  remind  Comp.  Davies  that  while  we  recog¬ 
nize  his  right  to  his  opinions,  he  should,  to  be  an  impartial 
reviewer,  quote  both  disputants. 

Wieeiam  Frank  Pierce,  Oakland, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Hubbard  Casweee,  San  Francisco, 

Grand  Secretary. 


CANADA. 

The  Thirty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Toronto, 
January  27th,  1897.  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Grand 
Z.  on  the  Throne. 

The  Grand  Z.’s  address  is  of  more  than  local  interest.  It 
contains  so  much  that  may  be  read  with  profit  by  those 
beyond  the  borders  of  Canada,  that  we  will  make  more 
extended  extracts  from  it  than  we  usually  do  from  such 
documents.  Speaking  of  his  own  Jurisdiction,  he  says  : 

“  While  the  general  outlook,  so  far  as  the  Degree  work  of  the  Chapters  is 
concerned,  is  not  unfavorable,  in  many  cases  it  does  not  inspire  one  with  a 
hope  that  the  improvement  anticipated  two  years  ago  will  be  realized  ;  for 
although  the  correct  exemplification  of  the  work  has  not  deteriorated, 
in  some  Chapters  more  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  ability  of  those  who  have 
passed  out  of  office  after  faithful  service,  rather  than  on  those  who,  anxious 
for  regalia,  receive  the  honor  and  then  display  a  mental  incapacity,  which  if 
exhibited  in  business  circles  would  materially  decrease  their  chances  of  suc¬ 
cess.  I11  some  Districts  we  encounter  criticism  because  the  work  in  some  of 
the  Degrees  has  been,  under  the  recent  revision,  abbreviated.  While  this  is 
true,  the  criticism  comes  with  ill  grace  from  those  who  thus  complain  ;  for  it 
is  known  that  some  of  the  objectors  to  the  revision  are  noted  for  their  spas¬ 
modic  attendance,  their  utter  indifference  to  the  interests  of  the  Chapter, 
and  their  absolute  inability  to  do  anything  but  find  fault  with  the  efforts  of 
Companions,  who,  if  not  doing  much,  are  putting  forth  their  best  efforts  to 
maintain  the  reputation  and  standing  of  the  Chapters.  These  Companions 
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are  not  a  blessing  to  either  Lodge  or  Chapter.  How  they  ever  satisfied  the 
ballot  is  one  of  the  mysteries,  for  they  passed  the  period  of  probation  and 
entered  the  grate  wav  of  a  Roval  Craft  in  such  a  state  of  mental  darkness  that 
where  it  not  for  friendly  hands,  they  would  have  been  groping  among  the 
rubbish  for  a  much  longer  period  than  the  sojourner  of  olden  time.” 

-7T  -7T  7C 

“It  is  my  belief  that  to  secure  better  exemplification  of  Ritual,  there 
should  be  less  change  in  the  personnel  of  officers  in  the  Chapters.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  as  well,  that,  where  possible,  Companions  should  be  selected,  not 
exclusively  for  personal  qualifications  of  an  attractive  character,  but  rather 
because  they  are  Masons  wffio  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  advance¬ 
ment,  and  w-ho  can  be  relied  upon  to  carry  out  the  obligation  required  for 
the  office.”  v 

We  believe  in  rotation  in  all  offices  except  those  of  Treas¬ 
urer  and  Secretary.  Where  an  officer,  and  especially  a  High 
Priest,  is  re-elected  year  after  year,  it  comes  to  be  regarded 
that  he  has  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  place,  and  other  Com¬ 
panions,  especially  younger  ones,  feeling  that  they  have  no 
chance  for  preferment,  lose  interest,  and  when  that  is  lacking 
the  doom  of  the  Chapter  is  sealed.  That  is  one  extreme. 
The  other  is  when  the  officers  are  changed  every  year,  and 
just  as  the  High  Priest  is  well  settled  in  his  seat  and  becomes 
accustomed  to  his  duties,  he  steps  aside  and  another  takes  his 
place,  who,  in  his  turn,  must  learn.  If  a  man  has  good  stuff 
in  him  he  is  a  better  High  Priest  the  second  year  than  he  was 
the  first,  and  we  think  he  should  have  the  opportunity  to  show 
it.  We  believe  that  every  High  Priest  who  has  proved  him¬ 
self  capable  and  efficient  should  receive  the  endorsement 
of  one  re-election. 

He  further  says  : 

“  The  arm  j*  of  unaffiliates  keeps  up  its  everlasting  and  endless  march.  We 
hear  the  tramp,  tramp  of  these  battalions  as  the}-  pass  our  doors.  Tliev  hurry 
on  with  measured  step.  With  no  one  in  command,  there  is  no  one  to  order 
the  salute,  and  yet  as  the}-  shuffle  along  and  death  picks  up  one  here  and 
there  the  blank  is  quickly  filled ,  for  the  rear  man  is  ready  to  step  up  and  take 
the  place  of  the  comrade  that  is  gone.  We  make  recruits  at  the  one  end,  and 
our  average  is  low  because  we  cannot  hold  those  who  should  be  with  us. 
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Some  can  pay  and  won’t  pay.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  are  not  as  indif¬ 
ferent  to  their  business  obligations  as  they  are  to  their  Chapter  work.  The 
business  community  has  its  opinion  of  men  who  can  but  won’t  pay  their 
debts,  and  the  Craft  has  its  opinion  of  men  who  can  but  won’t  pay  their 
dues.  ’  ’ 

“  Is  a  man  who  can  but  won’t  pay  his  dues  any  better  than  the  man  who 
can  but  won’t  pay  his  debts?  ” 

“  Debts  and  dues  are  synonymous  terms.  The  man  who  can  brat  won’t  pay 
the  latter  is  apt  to  pursue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  the  former.  ’  ’ 

“  No  one  has  solved  the  suspension  question,  and  discovered  a  specific  that 
will  be  a  sure  and  certain  remedy  for  an  evil  that  has  menaced  the  Dodges, 
the  Chapters,  the  Preceptories  and  other  Masonic  bodies  from  the  day  that 
the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.” 

*$£  *5f  •$£  v£  ■$£ 

“While  it  is  regretful  to  refer  to  Chapters  that  are  almost  dormant, 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  out  of  the  96  Chapters  on  the  roll,  50  may 
be  selected  as  doing  good  work,  20  with  work  that  is  not  up  to  the  average 
of  even  fair  work,  while  about  16  are,  as  far  as  work  is  concerned,  not  in  the 
running  for  even  a  place.” 

VC  "X"  VC  7\-  VC  TV 

“After  all,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  address  of  a  retiring  officer  exerts 
anything  like  the  influence  it  might  popularly  be  supposed  to  exert.  Some 
are  disposed  to  regard  these  parting  efforts  as  mere  attempts  at  word  build¬ 
ing,  the  idea  being  that  by  honeyed  phrases  and  kindly  criticism  the  duties 
of  the  office  are  adequately  filled.” 

vc  vc  vc  vc  "ic 

“With  regard  to  my  tenure  of  office,  I  can  truly  say  that  every  effort 
I  have  made  has  been  put  forth  with  the  kindliest  feeling  to  all  Companions 
without  the  slightest  desire  to  incite  hostile  criticism.  I  have  sought  neither 
glory  nor  reward.  There  is  a  wide  chasm  between  the  cliff  of  diffidence  and 
the  rock  of  renown,  and  I  have  not  attempted  to  cover  it.  It  has  been  my 
aim  and  my  pride  to  serve  my  fellow-craftsmen.  The  best  tribute  to  a  man’s 
worth  is  the  affection  of  the  Craft,  and  the  good  words  which  he  hears  from 
those  who  do  not  soar  Hast  are  a  testimony  to  be  more  highly  esteemed  than 
presentations  of  substantial  value.” 


He  announced  that  the  date  of  the  Centennial  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  Canada  would  be  in  June,  1897,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Grand  Council  of  1897,  with  himself,  as  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  co-operate  with  the  Principals  of  the  Chapters  in 
Toronto  to  make  that  event  as  interesting  as  possible. 
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Canada  is  divided  into  16  Districts,  each  under  the  care 
of  a  Grand  Superintendent.  Each  of  these  made  a  detailed 
report  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  his  District.  These 
reports  are  quite  lengthy,  and  occupy  fifty-five  closely-printed 
pages  of  the  proceedings.  They  are  of  no  interest  to  anyone 
outside  of  Canada,  and  that  they  are  not  altogether  satis¬ 
factory  at  home,  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts. 

The  Grand  Z.  says  :  ' 

“  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  differ  from  the  Reports  of  Grand  Superintendents, 
and  to  express  views  that  are  not  consistent  with  their  Reports.  But  one 
might  as  well  stand  on  the  vantage  ground  of  truth  if  only  for  the  occasion. 
Truth  is  said  to  be  stranger  than  fiction  ;  but  in  this  case  its  telling  may  re¬ 
mind  some  Superintendents  that  the  unwelcome  words  uttered  might  appear 
to  better  advantage  in  the  Reports  of  supervision  rather  than  in  the  annual 
address  of  the  presiding  officer.” 

The  Executive  Committee  made  a  Report  of  nine  pages 
devoted  to  these  Reports.  Among  other  things,  they  say  : 

‘  ‘  From  the  statements  embraced  in  the  Reports  of  the  sixteen  Superin¬ 
tendents  who,  eighteen  months  ago,  undertook  the  duty  of  inspecting  the 
Chapters  of  their  respective  Districts,  your  Committee  has  had  little  difhcultv 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  within 
this  Jurisdiction  is  a  long  way  removed  from  anything  that  would  cause 
anxiety.” 

‘  ‘  These  statements  present  a  startling  combination  of  variety  and  same¬ 
ness,  unrelieved  by  even  a  modicum  of  originality.  True,  the  theme  is 
probably  becoming  time-worn,  and  it  may  be  a  laborious  matter  for  the  narra¬ 
tor  to  discover  a  new  language  in  which  to  clothe  his  experiences,  but 
glittering  generalities,  while  furnishing  a  passing  glimpse  of  the  situation, 
are  not  sufficient  data  to  enable  this  Committee  to  lay  before  Grand  Chapter 
an  intelligent  analysis  of  the  actual  observations  of  sixteen  inspecting 
officers  for  a  year  and  a -half .  ’  ’ 

11  In  the  make-up  of  their  Reports,  be  they  little  or  much,  there  is  invari¬ 
ably  adopted  a  sort  of  follow-my-leader  style  that  not  only  imparts  to  the 
reading  thereof  a  dreary  monotony,  but  renders  the  search  after  facts  almost 
abortive.” 


Last  year  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  remarked  that  that  Report, 
which  was  his  first,  might  be  his  last.  We  are  glad  to  observe 
that  he  has  not  fulfilled  that  intimation,  for  he  appears  this 
year  as  its  author.  Concerning  that  much-discussed  subject 
— the  Past  Master’s  Degree — he  has  this  to  say  in  his  intro¬ 
duction  : 


“  The  diversity  of  opinion,  brought  about  by  Canada’s  action  in  eliminating 
the  Past  Master’s  Degree  from  the  Capitular  system,  will  excite  more  than 
ordinary  interest,  and  while  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  frequency  with 
which  that  action  has  been  applauded,  it  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
supporters  of  the  Degree  are,  for  the  most  part,  impelled  to  their  position  by 
feelings  of  association  or  sentiment,  or  by  fealty  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  its  regulations.  The  merits  of  the  Degree  or  its  claims  to 
antiquity  rarely  find  a  place  in  the  controversy.” 

“  It  may  be  inferred  from  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  situation  that  the 
spark  of  discontent  which  has  flickered  with  more  or  less  activity  for  some 
years  has  been  fanned  into  a  living  flame.  If  the  Past  Master’s  Degree 
is  permitted  to  exist  it  will  have  an  unpleasant  time  of  it.” 

We  presume  Comp.  B.  means  to  say,  “  if  it  is  permitted  to 
exist  in  the  Chapter  it  will  have  an  unpleasant  time  of  it.” 
Unless  we  have  been  mistaken  in  our  understanding  of 
the  action  in  Canada,  the  Degree  has  only  been  transferred 
from  the  Chapter  to  the  Lodge.  We  have  not  understood 
that  our  Canadian  friends  have  abolished  it.  We  have  such 
high  regard  for  it  in  Pennsylvania  that  it  will  exist  here 
as  long  as  Masonry  exists,  which,  we  expect,  will  be  for  some 
time.  All  of  our  writing  about  it  has  not  been  against  it,  as 
a  degree,  but  against  the  improper  use  to  which  it  has  been 
put. 

Comp.  Bennett’s  present  Report  is  fully  as  good  as  his  first, 
which  we  consider  high  praise.  He  opposes  public  installa¬ 
tions,  and  has  well  expressed  opinions  on  other  interesting 
topics.  He  gives  Pennsylvania  six  full  pages,  comprising  an 
exhaustive  and  kind  review. 
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In  the  last  two  years  we  have  found  fault  with  the  mechan¬ 
ical  work  on  the  proceedings  of  Canada.  Last  year  we  said 
the  book  did  not  look  as  if  a  proof-reader  had  ever  seen  it,  and 
we  doubt  if  one  ever  did.  Comp.  B.,  alluding  to  this,  says  we 
directed  a  strong  rebuke  at  Canada’s  printer,  thus  laying  all 
the  responsibility  on  that  individual.  In  Pennsylvania  we 
assist  the  printer  by  giving  our  proofs  a  final  revision.  Our 
Grand  High  Priest  corrects  the  proof  of  his  address.  The 
Grand  Secretary  corrects  that  of  his  work,  and  each  member 
of  onr  Committee  corrects  that  of  his  own  portion  ;  so  that 
when  mistakes  occur  with  us,  and  they  do  sometimes  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  care,  it  is  not  entirely  the  fault  of  the  printer. 
We  insist  upon  this  for  onr  own  protection,  for  errors  in 
phraseology,  such  as  the  omission,  transposition,  or  substitu¬ 
tion  of  a  word  will  sometimes  change  the  entire  meaning  of  a 
sentence  or  paragraph,  and  such  errors  are  only  discovered  by 
the  author.  Novelists,  poets,  historians  and  other  authors  re¬ 
vise  their  own  proofs,  and  wThy  should  not  Masonic  writers  do 
the  same  ? 

We  notice  a  great  improvement  in  Canada  this  year  in  that 
respect,  and  hope  it  will  continue.  The  typography  of  the 
book  is  not  perfect,  however.  We  have  a  grievance  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  nature.  Whether  it  is  the  fault  of  Comp.  Bennett  or  his 
printer,  they  may  settle  between  themselves.  The  fact 
remains  that  the  error  exists.  Our  name  appears  spelled 
u  H.  H.  Henderson.”  We  acknowledge  to  two  u  H’s,”  but 
disclaim  any  right  to  further  alliteration.  If  this  is  the  fault 
of  the  printer,  Comp.  Bennett  will  please  kick  him,  and  here¬ 
after  revise  his  proof  and  see  that  wre  appear  with  one  “  M.” 
and  twTo  “  H’s.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  Ingersoll,  Grand  Z. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  SarganT,  Toronto,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
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COLORADO. 

The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Denver, 
September  23d,  1897.  M.  E.  James  H.  Peabody,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presided. 

In  his  address,  the  Grand  High  Priest  stated  that  they  had 
been  graciously  spared  from  the  hand  of  death,  none  of  the 
Grand  or  Past  Grand  Officers  having  been  called  hence,  and 
but  twenty-five  in  the  entire  jurisdiction  being  taken. 

Owing  to  the  high  standing,  intelligence,  and  executive 
capacity  of  the  officers  of  their  Chapters,  he  was  not  called  on 
for  an  official  decision.  He  had,  though,  some  correspondence 
with  them,  which  was  more  a  friendly  interchange  of  ideas 
than  of  an  official  character.  For  instance,  a  secretary  asked 
if  a  licensed  druggist  was  eligible  to  the  Chapter  degrees.  In 
his  reply,  the  Grand  High  Priest  seems  to  have  had  the  liquor 
business  in  mind,  though  the  secretary  had  said  nothing 
about  it.  He  said  that  Grand  Chapter  By-Law  No.  59  was 
framed  and  adopted  not  (italics  his)  to  taboo  the  name  of  any 
business,  but  to  prevent  their  members  from  becoming  venders 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  whether  it  should  be  under  the  name 
of  grocer,  saloonkeeper,  or  druggist,  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that  a  druggist  who  sells  liquor  as  a  beverage  (italics  his)  was 
as  clearly  under  the  ban  of  the  law  as  he  would  be  if  he  sold 
it  under  some  other  name,  and  would  be  ineligible  for  the 
Chapter  degrees.  This  opens  up  the  liquor  question.  The 
decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  (though  he  does  not  call 
it  such)  was  right,  as  his  Grand  Chapter  has  established  the 
law,  but  in  Pennsylvania  no  brother  is  excluded  from  our 
Chapters  by  any  constitutional  provision  on  account  of  his 
business.  That  the  use  of  intoxicants  is  shamefully  abused, 
no  sane  man  will  deny,  but  we  take  the  ground  that  the  man 
who  sells  liquor  is  no  worse  than  the  man  who  buys  and 
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drinks  it,  and  that  if  the  one  should  be  excluded  so  should 
the  other.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  if  there  were  no  sellers 
there  would  be  no  buyers.  That  proposition  can  be  turned 
end  for  end,  and  made  to  read  that  if  there  were  no  buyers  no 
one  would  want  to  sell.  Be  just.  Do  not  persecute  one  class 
and  protect  the  other.  If  you  close  your  door  to  the  vender 
do  not  open  it  to  the  consumer.  To  be  consistent  go  farther  : 
expel  your  members  who  use  intoxicants  either  moderately  or 
immoderately,  and  we  think  there  will  not  be  a  Chapter  in 
Colorado  or  anywhere  else  with  enough  members  left  to  hold 
a  meeting.  Freemasonry  is  not  a  total  abstinence  society, 
nor  can  it  suppress  the  liquor  business,  and  we  think  had 
better  let  it  alone. 

He  considers  the  economy  practiced  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  restricting  the  amount  published  in  their  proceedings  as 
most  unwise  and  unsatisfactory  to  the  craft,  as  it  renders  their 
printed  proceedings  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  Grand  Officers 
or  to  the  officers  and  members  of  their  Chapters.  He  thinks 
their  able  report  on  foreign  correspondence  had  better  be 
omitted  altogether  than  presented  in  the  necessarily  brief  and 
emasculated  shape  it  must  be  if  reduced  to  fifty  pages  under 
the  resolution,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  funds  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  would  be  found  in  such  satisfactory  condition 
as  to  warrant  the  revocation  of  the  resolution  referred  to.  The 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  this  part  of  the  address  was 
referred,  recommended  that  the  resolution  be  rescinded,  which 
was  done,  and  we  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  wisdom. 

He  states  that  for  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  no 
authorized  work  in  Colorado,  that  they  have  drifted  about  on 
the  ritualistic  sea  without  mast  or  rudder,  having  no  definite 
rule  governing  the  ceremonies  and  lectures  of  the  degrees, 
and  no  two  Chapters  working  alike.  That  one  year  they 
endeavored  to  make  use  of  the  work  promulgated  by  the 
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General  Grand  Chapter,  but  the  result  was  a  dismal  failure, 
and  that  at  present  their  ritual  resembles  the  confusion  of 
Babel.  He  says  they  can  and  should  remedy  this  growing 
evil,  that  the  Chapters  desire  to  work  uniformly,  and  that 
the  time  is  ripe  for  reform.  We  agree  with  him.  The  Grand 
Chapter  should  by  all  means  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  work, 
promulgate  it,  and  require  the  Chapters  to  conform  to  it.  The 
principles  of  Freemasonry  must  be  kept  in  view,  and  are 
worthy  of  emulation,  but  there  is  something  more  ;  the  ritual 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  jurisdiction  that  works 
uniformly  and  smoothly  will  stand  higher  among  its  Masonic 
associates,  and  also  among  its  own  members,  than  that  one 
where  the  work  is  on  a  go-as-you-please  basis.  The  Grand 
Chapter  has  taken  a  commendable  step  in  that  direction,  for 
they  adopted  a  resolution  that  every  Chapter  be  required  to 
have  the  inscription  on  the  ark  used  by  it  in  absolute  (italics 
his)  conformity  with  the  ritual  heretofore  adopted,  and  that 
said  ritual  only  shall  be  used  in  explanation  of  said  inscrip¬ 
tion. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Ernest  Ee  Neve  Foster,  presents 
his  Tenth  Annual  Report  on  Correspondence.  This  is  exactly 
one-half  of  the  total  number  that  have  been  written  for  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  Comp.  Foster  has  written  more  of  them 
than  anyone  else  has.  In  his  introduction,  he  states  that  to 
follow  the  wishes  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  condense  the 
Report  as  much  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  not  impair 
its  usefulness  or  detract  from  the  information  it  should  con¬ 
vey,  was  a  matter  to  which  the  Committee  gave  considerable 
thought.  He  trusts  that  if  they  have  not  succeeded  in  pre¬ 
senting  as  well  finished  a  piece  of  work  as  is  desired,  that  its 
imperfections  may  be  overlooked.  Forty-five  Grand  Chapters 
are  reviewed  in  fifty-eight  pages,  and  at  the  close  is  a  digest 
of  all  decisions  which  came  under  his  notice  in  the  proceed- 
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ings  reviewed.  While  the  Report  bears  some  evidence  of  the 
restraint  which  the  Committee  felt,  it  is  a  good  one  and  an 
interesting  one,  and  Comp.  Foster  need  make  no  apologies 
for  it. 

If  a  Grand  Chapter  desires  the  best  efforts  of  a  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  it  must  give  it  free  rein  and  all  reasonable 
latitude.  A  letter  may  be  condensed  into  a  telegram  of  ten 
words,  but  details  suffer  in  the  condensation.  As  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Colorado  has  removed  the  limit,  and  has  reinstated 
the  Committee  in  all  its  rights,  privileges,  franchises,  etc.,  we 
will  expect  the  old  time  reports  in  the  future.  Pennsylvania 
is  fraternally  noticed  in  a  review  of  two  pages,  which  is  more 
than  our  share.  He  does  not  comment,  and  we  presume 
everything  met  with  his  approval. 

Our  acquaintance,  Companion  Marshall  H.  Dean,  is  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  office  of  Grand  King.  He  will  please  accept 
our  congratulations. 

William  D.  Peirce,  Denver,  Graiid  High  Priest. 

E.  C.  PARMELEE,  Denver,  Grand  Secretary . 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  the  Hall 
of  Pulaski  Chapter,  No.  26,  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  on 
Tuesday,  May  nth,  1897.  M.  E.  Samuel  S.  Lamb,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presided.  He  congratulated  the  Grand  Chapter 
on  the  success  and  prosperity  that  has  attended  the  labors  of 
the  Craft  during  the  year.  He  says  the  material  brought  up 
for  the  building  of  the  Temple  has  been  good  work,  true  and 
square,  and  the  additions  to  their  numbers  have  been  of  those 
who  he  has  confidence  will  prove  of  essential  service  to  our 
time-honored  institution.  He  reports  one  death  among  the 
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permanent  members — Most  Excellent  Companion  John  Sher¬ 
man  Castle,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  who  died  November 
nth,  1896,  aged  sixty-three  years.  He  notices  the  death  of 
our  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion' Michael  Nisbet,  who, 
he  says,  was  well  known  and  highly  respected  throughout  the 
Masonic  world. 

There  has  been  a  peculiar  system  of  visitations  practiced  by 
the  officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  one  that  we  do  not  think 
prevails  anywhere  else.  The  forty-five  Chapters  are  divided 
among  the  first  four  Grand  Officers,  who  are  expected  to  visit 
them  during  the  year,  give  them  good  advice,  correct  their 
errors,  and  attend  to  their  needs  of  whatever  kind.  So  far 
good,  but  now  comes  the  remarkable  part  of  it.  Although 
these  officers  are  appointed  for  a  specified  purpose,  they  seem 
to  think  themselves  intruders  unless  the  Chapters  assigned  to 
them  especially  invite  them  to  make  a  visitation,  and  they 
make  no  visitations  without  such  invitation,  the  result  being 
that  less  than  one-third  of  the  Chapters  were  visited  last  year. 
If  a  Chapter  did  not  want  the  trouble  of  entertaining  their 
Grand  Visitor,  or  if  there  was  any  part  of  their  proceedings 
they  did  not  want  too  closely  scrutinized,  it  was  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  to  avoid  it.  They  did  not  invite  him  whom 
they  did  not  want,  and  under  the  circumstances  he  felt  that 
he  dare  not  put  his  foot  within  their  door. 

Such  a  system  of  supervision  was  sure  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
and  they  found  it  so,  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  said : 

“  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter  of  official  visitation  of  our 
Chapters.  I  am  convinced  that  the  method  pursued  at  present  is  not  what 
it  should  be.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  all  of  our  Chapters  should 
be  visited  once  in  each  year. 

****** 

“  Section  VI.  of  the  General  Regulations  provides  for  this  matter  of  work 
and  inspection,  but  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  Grand  Officers  to  await  an 
invitation  from  the  Chapters  before  making  an  official  visit.  I  would  sug- 
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gest  and  recommend  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Officers  to  whom 
this  work  is  assigned,  to  make  appointments  after  January  1st,  in  each  year, 
with  all  Chapters  not  having  arranged  for  visitations,  and  visit  all  Chapters 
assigned  them,  by  themselves  or  their  proxies,  before  the  close  of  the 
Capitular  year.  ’  ’ 


The  above  met  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  was 
formally  adopted,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

> 

The  practice  of  visiting  Chapters  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 
spection  is  one  capable  of  doing  much  good.  As  M.  E.  Comp. 
Lamb  says,  it  places  the  Chapters  in  closer  sympathy  with 
the  Grand  Chapter,  and  makes  all  feel  and  act  as  though  they 
were,  indeed,  of  one  brotherhood.  It  gives  opportunity  for 
advice  and  correction,  and  stimulates  that  noble  contention, 
or  rather  emulation,  of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree. 

It  may  also  be  perverted  from  its  original  purpose  and  do 
harm.  The  sole  aim  and  object  of  the  visit  should  be  one 
of  inspection  and  advice,  and  if  these  are  lost  sight  of  it  has 
failed  in  its  main  object.  If,  after  the  labors  of  the  evening 
are  concluded,  the  Chapter  desires  to  entertain  its  visitor,  we 
know  of  no  objection  to  it  provided  the  entertainment  is  kept 
within  the  means  of  the  Chapter,  and  always  subordinate  to 
the  main  purpose  of  the  visitation.  The  convivial  feature 
should  not  be  emphasized,  because  it  is  not  the  object  of  the 
visit,  and  because  it  may  tempt  poor  Chapters  to  impoverish 
themselves  in  a  foolish  idea  that  they  must  emulate  their 
wealthier  Companions.  As  these  Reports  are  intended  to  be 
a  free  interchange  of  opinions,  and  if  they  were  not  so  they 
would  be  valueless,  we  trust  that  our  Companions  of  Con¬ 
necticut  will  not  consider  us  officious  or  meddlesome  if  we  give 
expression  to  some  thoughts  that  have  crossed  our  mind  while 
reading  their  action  on  this  subject.  They  have  resolved  that 
all  Chapters  in  the  State  shall  be  visited  once  in  each  year, 
and  that  if  any  Chapter  shall  fail  to  invite  a  visitation  before 
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January  first,  that  the  Grand  Officer  to  whom  that  Chapter  is 
assigned  shall  appoint  a  time  for  it.  Now  let  ns  respectfully 
ask  :  Why  should  he  appoint  a  time  ;  or  why  should  they  be 
required  to  appoint  it  ?  Why  should  he  not  walk  in  upon 
them  unannounced  at  such  time  as  suits  his  convenience  ? 
A  National  Bank  Examiner  does  not  notify  the  officers  of  a 
bank  when  he  intends  to  examine  it.  He  does  not  give  them 
time  to  doctor  the  books.  If  the  Examiner  of  a  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  desires  to  see  it  in  its  normal  state,  with 
its  every-day  clothes  on,  and  not  fixed  up  for  company,  and 
be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  its  condition  and  needs  than 
he  could  possibly  be  otherwise,  let  him  not  notify  it  when 
he  intends  to  honor  it  with  his  presence.  It  is  true  that  the 
Chapter  would  not  have  time  to  prepare  the  entertainment  we 
have  alluded  to,  but,  as  we  have  also  remarked,  the  aforesaid 
entertainment  is  not  the  object  of  the  visitation.  In  resolving 
that  every  Chapter  shall  be  visited,  we  think  our  Companions 
of  Connecticut  have  done  something  commendable.  In 
resolving  that  the  Chapters  shall  be  notified  of  the  visitation, 
we  think  they  have  made  a  mistake. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  made  a  Report,  in  which 
there  is  a  trace  of  humor.  They  stated  that  they  have 
for  several  years  offered  a  stereotyped  Report,  and  as  the 
printer  still  has  the  plate  in  his  possession,  they  will  again 
report  that  :  u  Universal  peace  and  harmony  prevails  among 
the  Craft.”  Nothing  had  been  presented  for  their  action. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  reported  that  as  the 
Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  would  be  celebrated  in  1898, 
and  it  had  always  been  their  custom  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  their  Grand  Officers  to  the  Triennial  Convocation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  which  met  in  1897,  in  Baltimore, 
they  would  recommend  that  a  per  capita  tax  of  thirty-five 
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cents  be  laid  upon  the  Chapters  for  the  ensuing  year,  which 
was  adopted.  This  will  produce  a  fund  of  $1,900. 

A  warrant  for  one  new  Chapter  was  granted,  to  be  held  at 
West  Haven. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Barlow  presents  his 
twentieth  Report  on  Correspondence.  It  is  a  very  readable 
one,  and  we  agree  with  a  great  deal  that  he  says.  He  gives 
Pennsylvania,  for  1895,  a  fraternal  review  of  more  than  two 
closely-printed  pages,  quoting  largely  from  the  account  of  our 
Centennial.  Concerning  the  representative  system  and  public 
installations,  he  believes  both  may  be  made  instruments  of 
good  in  spreading  the  cement  of  Brotherly  love  and  affection. 
In  regard  to  the  first,  our  difference  of  opinion  is  only  as  to 
necessity  and  expediency,  and  we  attach  little  importance  to 
the  subject.  In  regard  to  the  second,  we  are  so  far  apart  that 
it  is  useless  to  discuss  the  question. 

We  hope  that  Comp.  Barlow  may  be  spared  to  write  twenty 
more  Reports,  and  that  we  may  be  spared  to  read  them. 

M.  E.  I.  F.  Stidham,  New  Britain,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Wilmington,  January  20th,  1897.  M.  E.  Comp.  Virginius 
V.  Harrison,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and  in  his  address 
stated  that  he  had  not  been  called  upon  to  render  a  decision, 
or  interpret  the  law  in  a  single  case,  and  that  nothing  had 
occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  fraternal  relations 
existing  between  his  and  other  Grand  Chapters.  He  states 
that  the  utmost  harmony  prevails  among  the  Craft  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  but  their  numbers  have  not  been  largely  increased. 

7  o  ^ 
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This  he  believes  to  be  largely  due  to  the  depression  in  busi¬ 
ness  circles,  though  he  thinks  that  apathy  and  indifference 
have  also  something  to  do  with  it.  He  attributes  indifference 
and  lack  of  interest  in  the  members  to  the  incompetency  of 
officers,  and  says  : 

“Show  me  a  Chapter  officered  by  active,  interested  officers,  who  are 
thoroughly  familiar  with  their  work,  and  recite  it  as  though  their  heart  was 
in  it,  and  you  will  find  it  well  attended  by  interested  Companions,  and 
prosperous  in  a  financial  sense.  On  the  other  hand,  take  one  with  a  retinue' 
of  incompetent  officers,  who  stumble  and  blunder  through  their  work, 
ofttimes  coming  to  a  dead  stop,  because  they  had  forgotten,  or  never  knew, 
their  parts,  and  you  will  find  one  with  poor  attendance,  finances  low,  and  an 
air  of  general  demoralization  prevailing.  That  this  latter  condition  does 
exist  among  our  Chapters  at  times  cannot  be  denied,  and  the  remedy  is,  in 
my  judgment,  qualification  before  installation.” 


There  is  a  great  deal  of  good  hard  sense  in  the  above. 

He  appointed  representatives  to  other  Grand  Chapters,  not 
because  he  approved  of  them,  but  because  his  Grand  Chapter 
had  established  the  custom.  He  has  no  sympathy  with  the 
system.  To  go  on  year  after  year,  making  and  receiving 
appointments  that  only  confer  titles,  is  to  his  mind  simply 
nonsense.  He  made  no  recommendation,  but  left  it  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  continue  or  abolish  the  practice.  The 
Committee  to  whom  the  address  was  referred,  reported  that 
while  the  custom  was  not  fraught  with  any  great  good,  they 
would  advise  that  it  be  continued  until  the  custom  of  such 
appointment  is  less  general,  which  was  adopted.  Delaware  is 
loath  to  take  the  first  step,  but  they  will  follow  if  some  one 
else  will  lead. 

Comp.  Harrison  suggests  *  the  advisability  of  requiring 
candidates  to  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  one  degree  before 
another  is  conferred,  and  says  it  is  beyond  dispute  that  the 
more  familiar  one  is  with  the  secret  work  the  more  valuable 
it  is  to  him,  and  the  more  valuable  he  is  to  the  Chapter. 
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Following  this  suggestion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Work  formulate  a  plan  whereby  the  several  High 
Priests  of  Chapters  may  instruct  candidates  in  the  preceding 
degrees  before  advancement  to  the  next  higher  degree,  and 
report  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

On  motion,  M.  E.  Comp.  Harrison  was  requested  to  retain 

the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 

> 

ence,  and  a  compensation  of  forty  dollars  was  voted  to  him. 

A  pleasant  incident  was  the  presentation  by  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Geo.  W.  Andrews,  to  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Harrison,  of  a  handsome  Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  jewel, 
which  Comp.  H.  received  with  appropriate  remarks. 

Companion  Harrison  figures  very  prominently  in  these 
proceedings.  He  was  re-elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
writes  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  a  very  good 
one.  On  the  subjects  of  dependent  membership,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  system,  the  Past  Master’s  degree,  and  other  much 
discussed  questions  we  are  in  full  accord. 

We  have  upon  several  occasions  complimented  him  upon 
his  ability  as  a  reviewer,  and  have  mentioned  with  pleasure 
the  fairness  with  which  he  has  treated  us,  and  how  closely 
his  opinions  coincided  with  our  own ;  going  so  far  as  to  say 
last  year  that  he  could  write  a  review  for  us  that  would  not 
be  modified  in  any  particular.  We  fear  that  we  were  too 
enthusiastic  in  that  statement,  and  that  we  must  take  Com¬ 
panion  Harrison  down  from  the  pedestal  upon  which  we 
placed  him.  There  are  some  statements  in  his  Report  that 
are  quite  shocking  to  a  Pennsylvania  Mason.  P'or  instance, 
under  Ohio  we  find  this  : 

“  He  says  that  we  flock  with  Pennsylvania  on  the  question  of  public 
installations.  We  beg  to  differ.  Pennsylvania  does  a  great  deal  of  the 
public  installation  business,  therefore  we  fail  to  notice  the  flocking.” 
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Will  he  please  inform  us  where  and  when  the  officers  of  a 
Masonic  body  were  publicly  installed  in  Pennsylvania  ? 
Companion  Harrison  will  please  not  overlook  this  question, 
for  it  touches  us  upon  a  very  tender  spot,  and  we  will  await 
his  reply,  not  with  apprehension,  but  with  a  curious  desire 
to  know  how  he  will  prove  such  an  assertion.  He  must  not 
quote  Commanderies  and  Mystic  Shrines,  for  they  are  not 
recognized  as  Masonic  bodies.  He  must  confine  himself  to 
Lodges  of  Master  Masons  and  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  He  made  no  exceptions  in  his  statement,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  believe  that  he  meant  to  say  that  public 
installations  are  common  in  our  Lodges  and  Chapters. 

He  quotes  a  decision  of  Grand  High  Priest  Bartlett  as 
follows  : 

“  That  a  Chapter  cannot  confer  the  Mark  Master  and  Most  Excellent 
Master  Degrees  upon  the  same  candidate  at  the  same  meeting.  ’  ’ 

Certain  that  we  had  misunderstood  him  in  our  first  reading 
of, this ;  we  read  it  again,  but  could  make  nothing  else  out  of 
it.  There  has  never  been  a  time  within  the  writer’s  recollec¬ 
tion  when  any  of  our  Chapters  might  not  confer  any  two  or 
all  three  of  the  degrees  on  the  same  candidate  at  the  same 
meeting,  at  the  discretion  of  the  officers  and  the  convenience 
of  the  candidate.  We  heard  M.  E.  Comp.  Bartlett’s  address, 
and  did  not  remember  any  such  decision.  To  confirm  our¬ 
selves  we  turned  to  our  proceedings,  and  on  page  240  found 
this  : 

“  Subordinate  Chapters  are  not  prohibited  from  conferring  the  M.  M.  M. 
and  M.  E.  M.  Degrees  upon  the  same  candidate  at  the  same  meeting.” 

The  above  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  Companion 
Harrison  says  it  was.  It  is  now  in  order  for  him  to  arise  and 
acknowledge  that  he  read  our  proceedings  carelessly,  and  that 
he  misquoted  Companion  Bartlett. 
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He  thinks  members  should  not  be  suspended  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues  without  a  trial,  in  which  we  do  not  agree  with 
him.  When  a  Mason  commits  an  offense  against  the  civil 
law  wdiich  brings  disgrace  upon  the  Fraternity,  or  when  he 
violates  our  landmarks,  which  he  has  promised  to  maintain 
and  abide  by,  he  is  entitled  to  a  trial,  because  every  man  is 
presumed  to  be  innocent  until  he  has  been  found  guilty,  and 
it  requires  a  trial  to  obtain  the  evidence  and  establish  his 
status.  When  he  fails  to  pay  his  dues  no  trial  is  necessary, 
because  his  guilt  is  proved  by  his  account  on.  the  Secretary’s 
books,  and  no  further  proof  of  it  is  needed  or  could  be  pro¬ 
cured.  When  he  is  notified  that  he  is  in  arrears,  that  he  is 
liable  to  suspension,  and  that  he  will  be  suspended  at  a  time 
specified  unless  payment  is  made,  he  has  all  the  notice  he 
deserves  or  that  the  law  requires,  and  the  Chapter  is  justified 
in  suspending  him  without  further  notice  or  ceremony.  He 
has  had  ample  opportunity  to  save  himself.  The  Chapter 
acts  as  a  jury  upon  the  evidence  submitted  by  the  Secretary, 
and  we  would  like  to  know  what  further  form  a  trial  would 
take. 

Delaware  requires  her  members  to  adopt  a  mark  before  they 
are  eligible  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  This  is  a 
most  excellent  regulation,  and  should  be  universal. 

Companion  Harrison  states  that  Companion  Bartlett  was 
installed  Most  Kxalted  Grand  High  Priest.  We  would  in  the 
most  respectful  and  fraternal  manner  inform  him  that  the 
official  title  of  our  presiding  officer  is  Most  Excellent.  He  is 
exalted  when  he  is  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  but  w7hen 
elected  to  the  seat  of  Joshua  he  becomes  Most  Excellent. 

M.  E.  Virginius  V.  Harrison,  Wilmington, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  James  H.  Price,  Wilmington, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  at 
Washington,  February  26,  1896,  at  1.30  o’clock. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Theodore  G.  DeMoll,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided,  and  announced  the  object  of  the  Convocation  to  be 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Abner  T. 
Longley,  who  died  February  23,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  age. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  in  company  with  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Washington  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  14,  and  Washington 
Chapter,  No.  2,  proceeded  in  carriages  to  the  church,  of  which 
the  deceased  was  a  member,  where  services  were  held,  after¬ 
wards  the  remains  were  taken  to  Congressional  Cemetery  and 
interred  with  Masonic  honors  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  at 
Washington,  May  20,  1896,  at  3.30  o’clock. 

M.  E.  Comp.  DeMoll  presided,  and  announced  that  the 
Convocation  had  been  called  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Lewis  G.  Stephens,  who  died  May 
17.  He  alluded  in  feeling  terms  to  the  long  and  valuable 
services  rendered  by  Companion  Stephens  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  the  love  and  esteem  with  which  he  was  regarded 
by  its  members,  and  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  worth  of 
our  beloved  Companion  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  and  a  Mason. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  in  company  with  Pentalpha  Lodge, 
No.  23,  and  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  1,  accompanied  the 
remains  to  Glen  wood  Cemetery,  where  they  were  interred 
with  Masonic  honors  by  Pentalpha  Lodge. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  December  9,  1896.  Comp.  Theodore  G.  DeMoll,  Grand 
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High  Priest,  presided.  There  were  also  twelve  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  present — a  large  number,  more  than  we  possess. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  address,  a  large  part 
of  which  was  devoted  to  eulogies  upon  deceased  Companions. 

He  made  two  decisions  which  accord  with  our  ideas  of 
Masonic  law. 

He  states  that  one  of  the  most  pleasant  duties  connected 
with  his  office  is  the  round  of  grand  visitations.  He  visited 
every  Chapter  once  and  some  of  them  oftener,  and  upon 
every  occasion  was  received  cordially  and  fraternally.  He 
says  the  year  has  been  none  too  prosperous,  the  gross  gain, 
137,  and  the  loss,  138,  showing  a  net  loss  of  one,  and  a  total 
membership  of  2,191. 

A  number  of  Standing  Committees  made  routine  reports 
which  contain  nothing  of  special  interest.  The  financial  con¬ 
dition  is  good. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  brief  and  is  written, 
as  heretofore,  by  Comp.  William  R.  Singleton. 

He  does  not  believe  that  an  officer  re-elected  need  be  again 
installed,  and  after  a  discussion  with  Comp.  Drummond,  of 
Maine,  who  holds  a  contrary  opinion,  says  he  lets  the  case  rest 
with  the  jury  of  correspondents.  Installation  after  re-election 
is  the  invariable  rule  with  us,  and  we  agree  with  Comp. 
Drummond,  that  it  is  necessary.  It  does  not  involve  a 
landmark,  and  may  properly  be  made  the  subject  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  so  that  while  we  will  express  our  own  opinion  we  do  not 
intend  to  say  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  has  not  a  right  to  do  as  it  pleases. 

Let  us  first  assume  that  election  and  installation  are  insep¬ 
arable,  that  the  latter  is  the  complement  of  the  former,  and 
that  if  the  former  is  held  the  latter  must  follow,  and  that 
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unless  the  installation  takes  place  the  election  has  been 
useless.  We  then  arrive  at  the  point :  Is  it  necessary  to  hold 
annual  elections  ?  We  believe  Companion  Singleton  has  not 
yet  denied  that  they  are  not  only  convenient  but  necessary. 
Every  Grand  Body  that  we  know  of  requires  its  constituents 
to  elect  their  officers  at  regularly  recurring  intervals,  and  we 
have  never  heard  the  wisdom  of  such  a  regulation  questioned, 
for  how  else  would  they  rid  themselves,  without  giving 
offense,  of  incompetent  or  objectionable  officers,  and  without 
elections  how  would  aspiring  Companions  have  their  ambition 
gratified  ? 

Companion  Singleton  says  Pike  and  Mackey  assert  that  in¬ 
stallation  need  not  follow  re-election.  We  are  not  familiar 
with  the  writings  of  Pike,  but  have  read  Mackey  quite  exten¬ 
sively,  and  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  anything  therein 
which  supports  his  argument.  On  the  contrary,  we  find 
something  which  controverts  it.  In  his  Masonic  Jurispru¬ 
dence,  p.  297,  Mackey  says,  after  describing  the  manner  of 
constituting  a  Eodge,  installing  its  officers,  etc.  : 

“  The  consecration,  dedication  and  constitution,  are  never  repeated,  but  at 
every  subsequent  annual  election  the  installation  of  officers  is  renewed.” 

It  is  true  he  says  nothing  about  installation  after  re-election, 
but  he  exhausts  so  thoroughly  every  subject  he  treats,  and  is 
so  careful  to  provide  for  every  contingency,  and  explain  every 
phase  of  law  or  custom,  that  we  are  confident  if  he  believed 
it  was  not  necessary  he  would  have  said  so  in  that  con¬ 
nection. 

Companion  Singleton  quotes  several  authorities  in  support 
of  his  position,  but  he  overlooked  one  on  the  other  side 
which  we  will  call  his  attention  to,  viz.  : 

“  There  are  some  who  hold  that,  in  case  of  re-election,  no  installation  is 
needed  ;  but  when  we  reflect  that  the  election  and  the  covenant  are  for 


i897-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA- 


97 


a  specified  term,  we  must  admit  that,  with  the  close  of  the  term,  the  obliga¬ 
tion  ends,  and  that,  therefore,  a  new  election,  beginning  as  it  does  a  new 
term,  requires  a  new  covenant  and  a  corresponding  installation  ;  nor  do  we 
appreciate  the  assertion  that  a  man  cannot  be  his  own  successor  ;  for  he 
commences  the  new  term  just  as  any  other  person  would,  or  just  as  if  he  had 
never  occupied  the  station  before.  We  apprehend  that  where  a  President  of 
the  United  States  or  the  Governor  of  a  State  is  re-elected,  he  is  required  to 
again  assume  the  oath  of  office,  as  though  he  never  had  been  inaugurated 
before,  and  the  cases  are  exactly  parallel.” 

Principles  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence.  Simons,  p.  148. 

* 

Past  Grand  Master  Simons  was  a  writer  of  acknowledged 
ability,  and  bis  opinions  are  entitled  to  as  much  respect 
as  those  Companion  Singleton  gives  ns.  Authorities  differ, 
but  we  stand  up  with  Companion  Drummond,  and  say  that 
unless  there  is  an  installation  there  is  no  need  of  an  election, 
and  as  it  is  a  constitutional  requirement  to  hold  elections 
at  stated  times,  that  in  case  of  a  re-election  an  installation 
should  ensue. 

We  commend  the  following  to  Masonic  students,  as  we 
agree  with  him,  that  there  is  an  anachronism  in  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  Degree.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  New 
York  had  been  invited  to  set  the  key-stone  of  the  principal 
arch  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Albany  which  he  declined  to 
do  for  want  of  a  ritual. 

Companion  Singleton  says : 


“This  is  an  illustration  of  the  irreconcilable  confusion  in  our  ceremonial 
work  of  the  M.  E.  Master’s  Degree,  which  ceremonial  with  us  is  the  setting 
of  a  key-stone  in  the  principal  arch  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple,  when  there 
is  no  evidence  that  there  was  any  arch  in  that  Temple,  certainly  not  in  its 
superstructure.  ’  ’ 

“  The  ceremony  of  the  dedication  of  the  Temple,  when  completed,  is  the 
proper  ceremony  of  the  M.  E.  Degree,  and  it  is  properly  the  laying  of  the 
Cope  Stone,  or,  as  now  called,  the  Cap  Stone ,  or  the  last  stone  on  the  very 
top  of  the  wall.  If  there  were  any  arches  in  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  they 
were  in  the  Crypt,  and  hence,  if  of  any  service,  the  key-stones  must  have 
been  properly  placed  before  the  walls,  or  other  parts  of  the  superstructure 
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could  be  laid  over  said  arches.  Our  legends  of  Masonry  tell  us  that  there 
were  nine  such  arches,  but  these  legends  also  assure  us  that  only  a  select 
number  of  twenty-four,  besides  the  three  Grand  Masters,  knew  of  their 
existence.” 

He  thinks  that  when  a  member  objects  to  the  advancement 
of  a  candidate  after  he  has  received  the  Mark  Degree,  that  he 
should  be  required  to  make  known  the  nature  of  his  objection, 
and  that  the  Chapter  should  be  the  judge  whether  it  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  stop  his  advancement.  This  is  our  practice.  We 
require  charges  to  be  preferred  and  sustained  against  a  Mark 
Master  or  Most  Excellent  Master  before  we  refuse  to  confer 
the  remaining  degrees  upon  him. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  noticed. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 


ENGLAND. 

A  quarto  leaflet  contains  the  proceedings  of  a  Quarterly 
Convocation  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  held  February 
3d,  1897,  at  Freemason’s  Hall,  in  London. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Earl  Amherst,  Grand  H.,  and  Grand  Superin¬ 
tendent  for  Kent  as  Grand  Z.,  presiding. 

The  meeting  was  largely  attended  by  Grand  and  Past 
Grand  Officers,  and  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  Chapters. 

The  Committee  of  General  Purposes,  which  seemed  to  direct 
the  entire  business,  made  a  report  for  the  quarter  ending 
January  19th,  1897,  showing  a  balance  in  the  Bank  of  England 
of  thirteen  hundred  and  four  pounds.  They  also  reported  the 
receipt  of  petitions  for  the  establishment  of  four  new  Chapters, 
and  the  receipt  of  Memorials,  with  extracts  of  minutes,  for 
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permission  to  remove  four  Chapters.  The  requests  of  all 
these  petitioners  was  granted  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee. 

They  recommended  that  three  Chapters,  which  had  failed 
to  make  returns,  be  suspended.  In  one  case  this  recommen¬ 
dation  was  adopted.  In  the  other  two  the  offending  Chapters 
were  notified  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  sus¬ 
pended. 

The  above  comprises  all  the  business  transacted,  none  of 
which  is  of  interest  to  the  general  reader. 

Quarterly  Convocation  held  5th  of  May,  1897.  The  same 
M.  E.  Companion  presided  as  above. 

The  Committee  of  General  Purposes  made  a  Report  on  the 
accounts  for  the  quarter  ending  April  20th,  showing  a  balance 
on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  They  reported  that  they  had 
received  petitions  to  form  seven  new  Chapters  and  to  move 
one,  and  recommended  that  the  petition  in  each  instance  be 
granted.  On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received, 
accepted  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 

A  long  communication  was  received  from  Comp.  G.  C. 
Coates  appealing  from  a  decision  of  the  Grand  Superintendent 
of  the  Punjab,  revoking  his  appointment  as  District  Grand 
Registrar.  The  appeal  was  dismissed,  and  we  think  from  the 
evidence  submitted,  properly  so. 

An  itemized  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  is  pub¬ 
lished. 

A  Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  August  4th,  1897.  M.  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  Wither  Bramston  Beach,  M.  P.,  as  Grand  Z. 

Nearly  all  the  time  of  the  Convocation  was  consumed  in  a 
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debate  as  to  whether  the  Minutes  of  the  May  Convocation 
should  be  confirmed.  After  a  great  deal  of  talk  they  were 
confirmed. 

The  Committee  of  General  Purposes  made  a  Report,  and 
His  Royal  Highness,  the  First  Grand  Principal,  in  honor  of 
the  Queen’s  Jubilee,  was  pleased  to  appoint  sixty  Companions 
to  Past  Grand  Chapter  Rank,  whatever  that  may  be.  Their 
names  were  announced,  and  those  who  were  present  were  each 
presented  to  the  M.  W.  Acting  Grand  Z.,  and  were  duly 
invested. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies 

of  the  British  Crown. 

Quarterly  Communications  were  held  at  Mark  Mason’s  Hall,, 
London,  September  1st,  and  December  1st,  1896,  and  March 
2d,  and  June  1st,  1897. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Mark  Master  Lord  Limerick.  The  Grand  Lodge  recorded 
their  sympathy,  which  was  conveyed  to  his  family,  from  whom 
an  appreciative  reply  was  received. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  congratulating  the  Queen  on  the 
auspicious  occasion  of  the  completion  of  the  sixtieth  year 
of  her  “glorious  and  benignant  reign,”  which  was  engrossed 
on  vellum  and  presented  to  Her  Majesty. 

Seven  new  lodges  were  constituted. 

There  is  no  address  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  any  Report  on 
Correspondence.  The  business  was  local,  and  not  of  general 
interest. 
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His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  re-elected 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  the  Pro.  Grand  Master 
declared  him  duly  re-installed,  though  there  is  no  record  of 
such  ceremony.  Indeed  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
present  at  any  of  the  meetings. 

FLORIDA,  1897. 

> 

The  Fifty-First  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  of  the  State  of  Florida,  was  opened  in  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  on 
Tuesday,  May  nth,  A.  D.,  1897,  A.  I.,  2427.  Grand  High 
Priest  Wm.  H.  Jewell  delivered  an  address,  and  among  other 
subjects  treated,  touches  upon  the  subject  of  Grand  Visitations. 
He  says  : 

“  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  urge  upon  this  Grand  Chapter  the  great  importance  of 
a  closer  connection  with  the  Subordinate  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction  by 
personal  visitations  to  them  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  himself  or  assisted  by  other  Grand  Officers. 

“  If  an  appropriation  could  be  made  for  traveling  expenses,  I  am  sure  the 
Chapters  visited  would  cheerfully  provide  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
Grand  Visitor.  An  appropriation  of  $50,  or  even  less,  would  go  some  ways 
in  effecting  this  good  work,  and  while  the  whole  State  could  not  well  be 
covered  in  a  year,  yet  by  visiting  the  Chapters  in  one  portion  one  year 
and  in  another  section  another  year,  the  whole  would  receive  the  benefit  of 
this  kindly  personal  contact  with  our  Grand  Chapter.  ’  ’ 


He  was  not  called  upon  to  make  any  decisions. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  in  dues  from  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  were  covered  into  the  Grand  Treasury,  which 
had  a  balance  of  $930.24  May  13th,  1896,  and  $795.19  May 
1st,  1897. 

From  its  Report  we  extract  the  following  : 

“Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  congratulates  the  Royal 
Craft  of  this  Jurisdiction  upon  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  our  M.  E. 
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Grand  High  Priest  was  not  called  upon  to  render  any  decision  or  give  any 
interpretation  of  the  law.  This  evidences  the  fact  that  our  Companions  are 
well  versed  in  Jurisprudence,  and  that  the  laws  of  this  Grand  Chapter  are  be¬ 
ing  administered  in  an  intelligent  and  comprehensive  manner.  It  also  proves 
to  us  that  complete  harmony  exists  ;  that  our  Companions  are  at  peace  with 
each  other,  and  that  brotherly  love  prevails.” 

And  the  following  recommendation  to  take  care  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  : 

“  We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary’s  salary  be  paid  quarterly,  also 
office  rent.” 


Comp.  Wm.  A.  McLean  has  our  sympathy  and  our  congrat- 

i 

illations  on  his  recovery  from  his  recent  severe  illness. 

From  his  communication  to  the  Companions  of  Florida,  we 
extract  the  following  : 

“  As  has  been  the  custom  of  a  majority  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Chapters 
in  this  Jurisdiction,  very  few  returns  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  up  to  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  his  critical  illness — March  24th.  If 
these  Secretaries  had  been  mindful  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  respec¬ 
tively,  and  had  forwarded  their  annual  returns  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  Masonic  year,  everything  would  have  been  prepared  for  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  by  the  Grand  Secretary  in  advance  of  his  sickness,  and  the  minutes 
would  have  been  printed  and  distributed  within  a  few  days  after  the  close 
of  the  Annual  Convocation,  the  same  as  for  several  years  past  ;  but  as  it  is, 
the  Royal  Craft  must  suffer  great  inconvenience  because  of  the  indifference 
of  a  few  Secretaries.  This  matter  has  been  referred  to  a  number  of  times 
heretofore,  without  the  least  possible  good  having  been  accomplished  by  it, 
so  that,  hereafter  the  Grand  Secretary  will  not  burden  the  Secretaries  of 
these  delinquent  Chapters  by  urging  them  to  forward  annual  returns,  but 
will  merely  send  them  the  necessary  blanks,  and  will  request  the  High 
Priests  of  such  Chapters  to  see  to  it  that  returns  are  forwarded  at  the  proper 
time. 

“  As  will  be  seen  by  our  statistics,  three  Chapters,  representing  a  member¬ 
ship  of  ninety-five  last  year,  failed  to  make  returns  ;  this,  added  to  the  num¬ 
ber  tabulated,  would  give  us  a  membership  of  724.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  these  Chapters  will  make  returns  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  and 
thereby  place  the  Grand  Chapter  in  the  position  it  should  properly  occupy 
in  the  matter  of  statistics.” 
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There  is  no  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Florida  has  22  Chapters,  with  a  membership  of  629. 

GEORGIA,  1897. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  met  in  the  Seventy-Fifth  Annual 
Convention,  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Macon,  at 
10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  April  28th,  A.  D.,  1897,  A.  I., 
2427,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  W.  S.  Ramsay,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  Grand  High  Priest, 
Charles  Wessolowsky  : 

“Again  the  dial  of  time  points  to  the  hour  when  duty  calls  us  hither, 
and  like  Israel  of  old,  we  are  commanded  to  appear  in  our  Temple  before  the 
Lord  our  God,  not  empty  handed,  but  each  and  everyone  of  us,  according  to 
the  blessings  received,  in  accordance  with  our  understanding  and  intelligence, 
to  participate  in  the  deliberation  of  this  our  Seventy-Fifth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion.  Companions,  the  old  Masonic  year  is  dead  ;  its  grave  is  now  dug  by 
the  new ;  we  now  stand  at  its  sepulchre,  see  the  tomb  built  with  material 
gathered  from  our  bereavements  and  pains,  from  our  joys  and  pleasures, 
from  our  sorrows  and  tears,  from  our  bleeding  wounds  and  aching  hearts, 
and  as  memory  places  upon  it,  stone  upon  stone  with  marvelous  rapidity,  we 
wTonder  at  it,  and  with  submissive  heart  we  raise  our  eyes  toward  heaven  and 
say,  ‘  Oh  Lord  thy  will  be  done  on  earth.’  ” 

Touching  allusion  is  made  to  the  death  of  Grand  Secretary 
A.  M.  Wolihin  : 

“  It  behooves  me,  your  Grand  High  Priest,  like  the  first  High  Priest  Aaron, 
at  the  death  of  his  two  sons,  to  prostrate  myself  before  the  throne  of  the 
Dispenser  of  life  and  death,  weeping,  but  not  complaining,  lamenting,  but 
hearing  the  sweet  consolation  offered  by  God  to  Aaron,  ‘  I  will  be  sanctified 
in  them  that  come  nigh  me,  and  before  all  the  people  I  will  be  glorified.’ 
And  Aaron  held  his  peace,  and  thus  I  offer  you  this  consolation  of  peace  and 
comfort.” 


We  quote  the  following  decisions  : 


104 


THE  GRAND  HOEY  ROYAE  ARCH 


[1897. 


“Intelligence  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  the  Jurisdiction, 
and  but  few  questions  have  been  propounded  to  me  for  decision.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  I  deem  worthy  of  notice  : 

“Query.  A  brother  applying  for  degrees,  lost  his  forefinger  of  his  right 
hand,  leaving  the  main  knuckle  on  this  hand,  and  has  lost  one  joint  of  his 
right  thumb  and  a  part  of  the  knuckle  of  the  next  joint.  Can  he  receive  the 
degrees  ?  ’  ’ 

“Answer.  Masons  are  not  a  body  of  soldiers,  have  no  uniform  rank,  and 
a  Mason,  although  somewhat  deformed,  may  perhaps  be  a  better  Mason, 
stricter  in  carrying  out  properly  his  obligations,  than  one  who  is  not 
deformed ;  but,  if  the  applicant  is  so  maimed  and  deformed  that  he  could 
not  give  properly  the  signs  or  grip,  and  if  occasion  requires,  that  he  could 
not  teach  or  be  taught,  then  he  cannot  conform  literally  to  all  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  several  degrees,  and  therefore  cannot  be  accepted.” 

‘  ‘  Query.  At  an  election  held  for  High  Priest  after  ballot  having  been 
closed  and  counted,  the  result  was  found  to  be  as  follows :  ‘A’  received 

six  votes  ;  ‘  B  ’  five  and  ‘  C  ’  one.  The  presiding  officer  then  stated  that 
he  had  not  voted  and  votes  for  ‘A,’  and  thus  declared  ‘A’  elected.  Was 
‘A’  elected  legally  ?  ” 

“  Held.  That  all  ballots  for  election  must  be  in  writing  and  counted  by 
the  tellers,  so  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to 
vote  after  the  ballot  is  closed  and  counted  out.  The  High  Priest  has  no 
more  right  in  these  premises  than  any  one  else,  hence,  he  could  not  vote  nor 
change  the  result ;  ‘A’  not  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast, 
could  not  have  been  declared  elected,  and  his  election,  therefore,  is  declared 
illegal.” 

“  Query.  Can  a  High  Priest  resign  during  his  term  of  office  ?  ” 

“Answer.  No.  Any  officer  having  accepted  and  been  installed  in  his 
office,  cannot  resign  during  the  period  for  which  he  was  elected.” 


Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  he  says : 

“  Peace  and  good  will  prevail  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  were  it  not 
that  the  past  year  was  one  of  troublesome  presidential  election  and  with  it 
to  meet  perplexed  questions,  which  craved  the  attention  of  nearly  every  one 
of  our  citizens  within  this  commonwealth,  I  think  we  would  have  had  a  very 
flattering  and  prosperous  year.  As  it  is,  we  have  made  considerable  gain,  and 
the  returns  show  a  very  healthy  condition. 

“  The  gross  gain  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction  has  been  for 
the  year  313. 

“  Marked,  and  on  the  way  to  exaltation,  296;  and  the  total  number  of 
membership  now  on  our  rolls,  as  far  as  returns  have  come  in  and  been 
tabulated,  show  a  net  gain  of  about  600. 

“  While  perhaps  it  does  not  meet  with  our  full  expectation,  yet  under  the 
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circumstances,  we  have  cause  to  be  grateful  to  the  God  above  who  guideth 
all  things.” 

Just  read  in  what  glowing  words  he  commends  Comp.  W. 
S.  Ramsay,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  : 


‘  ‘  His  arduous  labor  in  behalf  of  our  Order,  his  deep  thought  and  logic 
upon  vital  questions  of  Masonry,  his  masterly  and  splendid  review  of  nearly 
fifty  correspondents,  singularizes  and  points  him  out  as  the  one  in  whose 
hands  our  trust  is  safely  deposited,  and  our  interest  well  guarded.  Upon  the 
tower  of  Masonry  he  stands  with  a  watchful  and  vigilant  eye,  guarding  every 
approach  of  friend  and  foe,  zealously  and  fearlessly  upholding  every  true 
principle,  and  guarding  every  trust  with  a  doubled-edge  sword  of  peace  and 
love  against  all  who  invade  his  dominion.  Long  may  he  live  and  continue 
his  usefulness  not  alone  to  us,  but  to  the  Craft  at  large.” 

How  potent  a  doubled-edge  sword  might  prove  we  can’t  even 
guess.  But,  no  doubt,  M.  E.  Wessolowsky  wrote  “  double 
edged.” 

The  peroration  is  worth  preservation.  Here  it  is  : 

‘‘And  now,  Companions,  I  say  to  you  in  the  language  of  Isaiah,  ‘Arise 
and  give  light.’ 

‘  ‘  Light  is  the  emblem  of  Masonry.  Among  all  the  sacred  pieces  of  the 
tabernacle  the  greatest  prominence  is  given  in  the  law  to  the  golden  seven¬ 
armed  candle-stick,  emblematical  of  the  seven  degrees  in  Masonry.  To  keep 
its  light  in  purest  order  and  brightness  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the 
priesthood,  suggestive,  no  doubt,  of  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  of  God  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  High  Priest,  the  guardian  of  the  sanctuary.  Masonry  pre¬ 
sents  itself  as  a  light  to  brighten  up  the  path  of  man  and  as  a  convincing 
truth  to  guide  him.  Masonry  desires  man  to  walk  in  the  clear  daylight  of 
reason,  and  teaches  him  that  what  the  sun  is  to  the  earth,  God  is  to  the 
spiritual  man  the  central  source  of  all  light,  life  and  progress,  whether  moral 
or  intellectual.  When  the  sun  of  Masonry  beamed  forth,  all  draped  in 
crimson,  like  the  fiery  orb  of  the  sky,  to  consume  the  host  of  darkness,  and 
as  it  progressed  on  its  triumphant  march,  it  robed  the  wide  globe  in  its 
radiant  splendor.  Like  light,  Masonry,  Truth  wants  to  spread  also.  It  casts 
its  seed  of  heavenly  blessing  abroad,  waiting  for  their  gradual  growth  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  Following  the  divine  call,  ‘  Arise  and  give  light,’  it  yearns 
for  the  day  when  the  guardian  of  the  sanctuary,  the  High  Priest,  shall  hold 
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forth  its  great  truths,  saying,  ‘  Let  there  be  light,’  and  by  his  exemplary 
teaching  and  lessons  imparted,  make  all  its  devotees  and  members  say  :  ‘  Let 
us  walk  in  the  light  of  God,’  for  it  illuminates  the  majestic  temple  of  nature 
and  casts  its  rays  on  the  holy  of  holies,  where  in  darkness  it  spreads  its 
cherub  wings  to  bear  witness  of  God’s  presence.  Let  this  sacred  truth 
taught  by  our  degrees  in  Capitular  Masonry  shine  forth  in  all  its  captivating 
luster,  not  as  buried  in  old  venerable  books,  not  confined  within  the  sacred 
walls  of  our  Chapter  rooms,  but  everywhere,  as  bright  and  fresh  as  the 
crystal  water  flowing  forth  from  the  rock  ;  Masonry  must  be  like  nature,  an 
actual  revelation  of  God,  ever  true  and  fresh,  striking  and  enrapturing. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  in  order  to  inspire,  the  High  Priest  must  be  inspired. 
He  must,  in  order  to  offer  Masonry  as  a  living  power,  ever  trying  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  progress  of  the  time,  and  yet  burn  with  unabated  zeal 
and  reverence  for  the  undying  teachings  of  old,  on  which  the  souls  of  its 
members  are  to  be  fed,  their  hearts  inflamed,  their  minds  enlightened.  A 
glorious  task,  indeed,  yet  how  difficult,  how  impossible  without  he  being 
enlightened  himself,  and  without  sincere  humility  and  prayer  for  God’s 
gracious  help.  The  High  Priest  must  point  out  ever  anew  the  matchless 
lustre  of  Masonic  morals,  their  constant  progress  with  and  their  controlling 
influence  upon  our  lives  and  doings,  and  with  all  his  earnestness  and  unbend¬ 
ing  firmness,  the  boldness  and  uncompromising  zeal,  be  a  builder-up  of 
character,  a  teacher  and  monitor  of  virtue  and  holiness,  for  Masons,  Chapter 
Masons,  we  stand  for  true  humanity  to-day  as  we  ever  did.  It  means  the 
guardianship  of  mankind’s  highest  truths.  Our  storm-beaten  hut  never 
surrendered  flag,  stands  for  further  rise  and  progress.  Our  universal  teach¬ 
ings,  wide-spread  historical  precepts,  remain  a  pledge  of  that  light  and  bliss 
which  render  the  whole  earth  a  mountain  of  God,  shining  in  heaven’s  ever¬ 
lasting  splendor.  How  grand,  how  holy  and  important  is  the  task  of  the 
High  Priest  to  hold  this  lofty  mission  of  Capitular  Masonry  of  its  Companions 
forth  ‘  as  a  lamp  unto  their  feet  and  as  a  light  unto  their  path.’ 

“But,  Companions,  it  requires  pure  and  sacred  oil  to  keep  the  golden 
luminary  burning  in  the  sanctuary,  and  an  attractive  source  of  instruction 
and  enlightment  should  awaken  thirst  for  Masonic  knowledge  in  all  of  us, 
the  young  and  old,  and  kindle  ardent  love  and  zeal  for  our  great  history  and 
godly  mission.  It  must  become  a  magnetic  power  of  spiritual  elevation  to 
render  to  all  our  members,  enthusiastic  defenders  and  upholders  of  our  time 
honored  heritage,  true  teachers  and  sincere  practicers  of  our  precepts  and 
honored  lessons.  Masonry  was  and  is  to  be  a  missionary  among  mankind, 
not  of  a  peculiar  sect  or  church,  but  of  a  common  humanity,  that  it  triumphs 
through  the  spirit  of  truth,  justice  and  love  which  we  represent,  and  which 
alone  we  are  to  teach  and  propagate.  That  although  a  missionary  we  are 
silent  but  active,  not  our  tongue  but  our  lives,  not  our  lips  but  our  whole 
being,  speak  of  God  and  His  mercies,  of  His  love  and  justice. 

“  This,  Companions,  I  conceive  to  be  the  duty,  the  solemn  duty  of  all  of 
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us,  and  when  we  have  finished  our  building  erected  with  material,  as 
described  heretofore,  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  ‘  Great  I  Am  ’  will  receive  and 
acknowledge  us  as  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  we  will  receive  our  reward, 
amply,  fully,  and  graciously. 

“  Companions,  at  the  conclusion  permit  me  to  return  to  you  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  given  me,  and  to  each  and  every  one  of  you 
my  grateful  acknowledgment  for  courtesies  and  kindnesses.” 

And  this  is  what  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Grand  High  Priest’s  Address  thinks  of  it : 

“We  commend  the  address  as  chaste,  ornate,  well-rounded  and  full  of 
sound,  practical  suggestions  and  recommendations.  His  tribute  to  Truth  is 
a  treatise  upon  a  subject  that  can  never  grow  old,  and  is  clothed  in  touching 
words,  productive,  we  hope,  of  lasting  effects. 

“The  entire  paper  is  strong  and  masterful,  reflecting  great  credit  upon 
this  able  Companion,  and  proving  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  under  his 
administration  i3  largely*  due  to  his  intelligent,  persistent  efforts  in  behalf  of 
Capitular  Masonry*.  The  address  will  find  a  place  among  the  choicest  dis¬ 
sertations  upon  Masonic  law,  and  stamps  our  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  as  one  of  the  foremost  thinkers,  and  most  active  workers  in  the  scribe 
of  Roy*al  Arch  Masons.” 

But  what  is  a  “  scribe  ”  of  Royal  Arch  Masons? 

All  the  reports  are  full,  and  give  ample  evidence  of  the 
interest  taken  in  their  preparation. 

Comp.  W.  S.  Ramsay  presents  the  report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence.  It  is  a  painstaking  and  readable  review  of  the  Capitular 
Masonry  of  twenty-one  jurisdictions. 

Under  Colorado,  alluding  to  the  recommendation  to  limit 
the  report  on  Correspondence  to  fifty  pages,  he  has  this  to 
say  : 

“  This  is  poor  economy*.  It  is  the  first  step  towards  omitting  from  the 
proceeding  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  of  vital  interest  to  the 
welfare  of  Masonry*.  It  is  folly*  to  restrict  this  report  to  certain  limits.  At 
times  fifty*  pages  might  cover  the  report ;  at  others  as  many*  as  fifteen  or 
twenty  pages  might  be  needed  for  the  report  of  one  jurisdiction,  where  sub¬ 
jects  of  great  interest  to  the  Craft  are  involved  and  require  discussion.  This 
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allotment  would  not  give  as  much  as  a  single  page  to  each  Grand  Chapter 
reviewed,  if  all  of  the  Grand  Chapters  were  brought  under  review.  The 
teacher  could  as  reasonably  restrict  all  problems  in  algebra  to  be  solved  in  a 
given  space.” 


Under  Indiana  we  find  the  following  worthy  of  reprint. 
How  often  have  we  ourselves  grieved  at  the  unbecoming,  un¬ 
mannerly  and  positively  rude  behavior  of  some  Companions 
during  the  ceremonies  of  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  : 

“  We  agree  that  the  charter  of  any  Chapter  should  be  arrested,  where  High 
Priests  permit  practices,  during  the  solemn  ceremony  of  exalting  a  brother 
to  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  of  such  levity  as  to  bring  Masonry 
into  contempt.  We  have  no  language  to  express  our  disapproval  of  such  a 
grievous  wrong  done  both  to  the  candidate  and  the  cause  of  Masonry.  To  a 
man  of  the  least  refinement,  it  is  sacrilege  to  turn  these  symbols  of  sacred 
history  into  a  coarse  and  rude  means  of  exciting  laughter.  Such  conduct 
can  only  disgust  the  refined  mind  and  give  him  a  distaste  for  these  most 
beautiful  symbols.” 

Pennsylvania  has  passed  under  the  eye  and  scissors  of 
Comp.  Ramsay.  He  is  pleased  to  say  of  the  addresses  de¬ 
livered  at  the  Special  Communication  of  Grand  Chapter, 
November  23d,  1895  : 

‘  ‘  These  addresses  will  be  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  Masonic  literature 
of  Pennsylvania  for  all  time  to  come.  Indeed,  they  ought  to  find  a  place  in 
every  Masonic  library,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  be  published  in  pamphlet 
form  and  distributed.  So  much  space  is  occupied  by  these  most  interesting 
proceedings  of  the  Centennial  that  no  review  can  do  justice  to  them  ;  to 
extract  would  be  but  to  garble.  We  would  gladly  pay  for  a  copy  for  our  own 
private  library.  ’  ’ 

He  thinks  our  plan  of  dividing  up  the  work  of  the  Report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  among  five  Companions  a  refuta¬ 
tion  of  a  well-known  adage  : 

“  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  five  Companions,  who  submit 
their  joint  work.  This  is  not  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  the  old  adage 
that  ‘  too  many  cooks  spoil  the  broth,’  for  these  one  hundred  and  ninety 
pages  are  all  served  up  with  a  skill  to  suit  the  most  fastidious.” 
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On  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives  we  have  his  views 
as  follows  : 

‘  ‘  We  fail  to  see  what  the  ‘  cost  of  the  system  ’  is.  We  have  had  our  Grand 
Representatives,  both  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  since 
organization,  and  feel  assured  that  these  fraternal  stations  have  been  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  us,  without  money  and  without  price.  These  Grand  Rep¬ 
resentatives  impart  dignity  to  our  Grand  Bodies,  and  help  to  keep  up  that 
uniformity  of  work  and  harmony  so  conducive  to  peace  and  good  will. 

“The  plan  originated  when  facilities  for  intercourse  were  scarce,  the 
country  sparsely  settled,  and  the  mails  comparatively  few  and  uncertain. 
Each  Grand  Representative  was  received  with  fraternal  greeting,  and  he 
was  called  upon  to  report  his  Grand  Lodge  or  Chapter.  These  reports  did 
then  what  foreign  correspondence  does  now — informed  the  Companions  as 
to  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  that  particular  Jurisdiction.  How  it  is 
possible  for  ‘  harm  ’  to  come  out  of  this  system  one  cannot  possibly  con¬ 
ceive.” 

We  quote  Comp.  Ramsay’s  conclusion,  as  it  gives  briefly 
yet  ably  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Georgia. 

The  tender  allusion  to  the  death  of  Comp.  Wolihin  is 
worthy  of  perusal : 

“  We  have  again  prepared,  at  your  request,  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
forty-three  Grand  Chapters.  It  has  been  an  arduous  task.  We  have  scanned 
some  five  thousand  pages  of  printed  matter  to  prepare  this  report.  We  have 
adhered  to  our  original  plan  of  trying  to  furnish  you  the  Masonic  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  the  proceedings  under  review,  that  you  may  pass  judg¬ 
ment  for  yourselves,  rather  than  my  own  conclusions,  that  are  only  matters 
of  opinion.  Where  there  was  manifest  variance  from  the  usage  in  our  own 
Jurisdiction  I  have  called  your  attention  to  it.  Where  there  were  conflicting 
opinions  between  reviewers  or  Grand  Chapters,  we  have  used  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  as  orthodox  authority. 

“It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the  general  peace  and  harmony  that 
prevails  everywhere.  There  has  been  nothing  for  the  several  Committees  on 
Grievances  to  report. 

“  Capitular  Masonry  has  kept  her  banners  steadily  afloat  during  the  year, 
and  the  general  prosperity  abounding  everywhere  speaks  volumes  for  the  zeal, 
fidelity  and  devotion  of  the  Craft  at  large.  If  Masonry  has  flourished  during 
the  financial  depression  and  general  strain  on  business  of  every  description, 
that  we  have  witnessed  during  the  year  ;  if  she  completes  the  year  with  full 
treasuries,  increased  membership  and  all  of  her  institutions  flourishing,  what 
will  she  not  accomplish  when  the  pressure  is  removed  ?  Georgia  enjoys  the 
proud  distinction  of  Empire  State  of  the  South,  and  we  point  with  laudable 
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pride  to  the  conspicuous  place  she  enjoys  among  sister  Jurisdictions,  as  wit¬ 
nessed  by  the  encomiums  pronounced  on  her  in  ‘  Reports  of  Proceedings’ 
by  Correspondents  and  Grand  Officers. 

“  No  new  questions  involving  a  knowledge  or  construction  of  Masonic  law 
have  arisen.  The  Past  Master’s  Degree  is  worn  threadbare,  but  it  is  here  to 
stay  so  long  as  the  mystic  number  is  regarded  as  essential  to  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree. 

‘  ‘  The  question  of  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives  has  been  discussed 
with  great  unfairness,  arguing  the  abuse  and  not  the  use  of  the  system.  Two 
of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  have  discontinued  the  use  of  this  system,  and  have 
withcalled  their  Grand  Representatives.  The  approaching  Triennial  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  has  been  discussed  freely  by  the  Grand  Convocations, 
and  nearly  all  the  Jurisdictions  have  appropriated  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  delegates.  The  Centennials  already  celebrated,  and  the  two  yet 
to  come,  have  all  been  reported  and  unusual  interest  manifested,  both  in  the 
preparation  and  in  the  celebration  ceremonies. 

“  We  could  rejoice  in  this  Report,  which  includes  the  Report  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Seventy -Fifth  Anniversary  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgia, 
were  it  not  saddened  by  the  reflection  that  this  very  occasion  that  brought  us 
so  much  joy  in  anticipation  is  one  of  the  saddest  ever  experienced  by  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  Georgia.  The  chair  of  our  Grand  Secretary,  Most  Excellent 
Comp.  Andrew  M.  Wolihin,  is  draped  in  mourning.  His  place  is  vacant  ! 
Our  counsellor  is  gone,  our  Companion  has  left  us  !  His  voice  is  hushed  ; 
his  pulses  stilled  !  His  warm  and  generous  heart  will  beat  no  more  !  The 
gloom  of  a  winter’s  night  has  settled  on  Masonry  in  all  parts  of  Georgia 
where  Masonry  is  cherished.  He  was  dear  alike  to  the  Consistory,  the  Com- 
mandery,  the  Council,  the  Chapter  and  the  Blue  Lodge,  for  he  was  conspic¬ 
uous  in  them  all.  He  had  received  and  had  conferred  all  the  degrees  in 
Masonry  from  1  to  32.  He  had  the  highest  Degree  known  to  Masonry — 33d 
Degree — conferred  on  him  by  General  Albert  Pike. 

‘  ‘  If  tributes  had  not  already  been  paid  to  his  memory  by  our  Grand  High 
Priest,  the  Obituary  Committee  and  Memorial  Addresses,  we  would  pause 
here  to  offer  humble,  sincere  tribute  to  the  memory  of  so  distinguished 
a  Mason,  and  so  good  a  man.  He  was  so  strong,  so  gifted,  so  loving  and 
helpful  among  his  Companions.  It  was  so  recent  and  so  different  from  our 
hopes  that  we  cannot  realize  that  he  has  gone  forward  to  the  bright  altar- 
lights  of  his  God.  But  it  is  too  true.  He  has  gone — 

‘  Into  the  long  procession 

That  passed  away  to  the  night — 

Gone  !  yea,  forever  and  ever, 

Gone  to  life’s  region  of  Light. 

Out  from  the  .shadow  of  suffering, 

Drifting  across  the  dark  main, 

Into  the  brighter  future, 

Out  from  the  gloom  of  pain.’ 
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“  We  miss  his  presence  and  his  service.  We  mourn  because  of  his  absence. 
We  should  be  in  despair  because  of  our  grief  for  his  loss,  except  for  our  faith 
that  he  has  risen  to  heights  of  immortal  glory.  Standing  in  the  dark  shadow 
where  he  so  recently  stood,  let  me  ask  you,  Companions,  if  we  have  rendered 
such  sendee  to  the  character  and  fellowship  of  Masonry  ?  Have  we  been 
faithful  to  its  teachings  and  obligations  ?  Have  we  expressed  its  principles 
and  purposes?  Have  we  illustrated  Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth,  like 
this  splendid  character  whose  loss  we  deplore  ?  If  so,  we  may  confidently 
wait  for  the  call  to  meet  Wolihin  and  Davidson,  and  a  host  of  our  departed 
worthies  in  that  better  land  where  there  is  no  more  death,  where  light  and 
joy  and  peace  are  our  eternal  inheritance.” 


ILLINOIS,  1897. 

The  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  City  of  Chicago,  on  Thursday,  the  28th  day  of 
October,  A.  D.,  1897,  A.  I.  2427,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  m. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Subordinate  Chapters  being 
represented,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  as  follows  : 

“  Oh  Lord !  Our  Father,  how  excellent  is  Thy  Name  in  all  the  earth! 
Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  even  Thou  hadst  formed  the 
earth  and  sea,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  Thou  are  God.  We  ask  Thv 
blessings  upon  this  our  present  Convocation.  Thou,  God,  who  didst  amplv 
and  justly  reward  Thine  ancient  servants  who  wrought  in  the  quarries  and 
brought  from  thence  suitable  specimens  of  their  toil  and  skill,  be  Thou  near 
unto  us,  and  reward  us  who  engage  in  the  higher  and  more  noble  work  of 
an  exalting  character.  Thou,  God,  who  didst  lead  our  ancient  brethren  bv 
paths  they  had  not  known,  yet  surely  to  their  own  country  and  their  own 
city,  with  distinguished  prosperity  and  honors,  be  Thou  near  unto  us,  and 
surely  and  continuously  lead  us  to  our  country  and  our  city,  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God. 

“We  pray  Thy  blessings  upon  this  our  present  Convocation,  and  grant 
that  an  inspiration  noble  and  far  reaching  may  go  out  from  this  Grand  Roval 
Arch  Chapter,  to  uplift  humanity  everywhere.  Bless  us,  guide  us,  and  when 
done  with  life’s  duties  and  labors,  we  shall  forever  praise  Thy  great  and 
glorious  name.  Amen.” 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Frederic  C.  Winslow, 
delivered  an  able  address.  We  gather  from  the  following  how 
they  do  some  things  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Illinois,  which  are 
not  so  done  with  us  : 

“  It  was  with  satisfaction  that  I  was  enabled  to  avail  myself  of  the  experience 
and  ability  of  the  excellent  corps  of  Grand  Lecturers  appointed  by  my 
distinguished  predecessor,  they  having  signified  their  willingness  to 
continue  in  this  arduous  field  of  labor,  accordingly,  Comps.  C.  C.  Nichol, 
J.  L.  Wallar  and  Frank  Hudson  were  re-appointed  Grand  Lecturers,  and 
your  attention  is  fraternally  called  to  their  reports,  which  also  accompany 
this  one.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Grand  Lecturers  are  doing  a  great  deal 
of  good  among  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  not  only  in  disseminating  a  spirit 
of  generous  emulation  in  the  direction  of  ritualistic  accuracy,  but  also  in 
stimulating  and  enlivening  the  bodies  they  visit.  I  know  that  in  some  cases 
Chapters  which  were  dormant  and  nearly  moribund,  have  been  roused  to 
activity  and  usefulness,  and  have  become  vigorous  and  creditable  bodies 
through  the  influence  of  one  week’s  visit  from  a  Grand  Lecturer.  Farly  in 
the  year,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  passed  in  the  last  session  of  this  body, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  called  the  Grand  Lecturers  together  for  examination 
and  consultation.  That  noble  record  of  pioneer  warfare,  so  much  esteemed 
by  the  Royal  Craft  of  Illinois,  was  carefully  scrutinized.  Under  patient 
labor,  obscurities  were  cleared  away  and  minor  details  perfected,  and  I 
believe  that  a  substantial  gain  toward  ritualistic  uniformity  was  achieved.” 

He  compliments  His  Jurisdiction  as  follows  : 

‘ 1  There  have  been  no  questions  presented  to  Grand  High  Priest  of  enough 
importance  to  entitle  his  replies  to  the  dignity  of  decisions.  In  all  cases 
a  reference  to  the  By-Laws  has  conveyed  the  desired  information.  This 
indicates  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  general  Masonic  law,  and  a  more 
intelligent,  as  well  as  a  more  fraternal  application  of  it.  Organizations  upon 
which  simple  constitutional  requirements  weigh  heavily,  and  that  demand  for 
their  peace  of  mind,  frequent  technical  decisions,  where  common  sense  and 
mutual  forbearance  should  rule,  are  far  from  the  spirit  that  should  animate  us. 
Where  there  is  no  quarrel  there  is  no  need  for  a  decision.” 


Of  the  Masonic  Home  projected  in  Illinois,  he  has  this  to 
say  : 

“  Since  this  Grand  Chapter  met  in  last  Annual  Convocation,  God  has  put 
it  into  the  heart  of  the  Craft  to  remember  these  also,  and  there  has  been 
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organized  a  Home  for  Aged  Masons,  where  those  who,  having  already 
followed  friends  and  kindred  to  the  grave,  and  are  now  sadly  and  patiently 
waiting  for  the  summons  to  join  them  in  deathless  life,  shall  still  find  faithful 
brotherly  hearts  to  so  soothe  and  cheer  their  remaining  years  that  a  peaceful 
twilight  may  precede  and  usher  in  the  glories  of  the  resurrection  mom.  It 
is  by  such  noble  methods  that  our  institution  demonstrates  its  mission.  Let 
us  then  gladly  embrace  this  new  opportunity  to  cultivate  the  splendid  flower 
of  Masonic  charity,  .whose  perfume  enriches  the  world.” 

Illinois  is  soon  to  celebrate  a  semi-centennial : 

> 

“  The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Chapter  is 
approaching.  This  is  the  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Convocation.  Two  years  is 
none  too  long  a  time  for  the  collection  and  preparation  of  many  things  that 
will  help  to  make  this  anniversary  a  success.  There  are  historical  facts  to  be 
collected  and  arranged,  data  which  relates  to  those  now  dead  are  to  be  sought, 
often  found  only  after  patient  effort,  and  from  the  mass  of  facts  thus  brought 
together  those  things  that  interest  us  are  to  be  sifted  and  presented  at  the 
proper  time.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  my  successor  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  who  shall  have  charge  of  this  field  of  labor, 
to  the  end  that  when  we  assemble  about  this  altar  at  that  eventful  Convoca¬ 
tion  we  may  find  it  an  occasion  of  peculiar  interest  and  profit.” 

One  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  says  of  a  certain  gathering : 

“  At  this  meeting  the  ‘  Black  Hawk  ’  was  read  over  very  carefully,  and  a 
uniform  system  of  floor  work  adopted.” 

If  our  advice  were  followed  he  would  let  the  “  Black  ”  or 
any  other  colored  “  Hawk  ”  fly  out  of  the  window  or  into  the 
fire.  What  with  “  Hindoo, ”  and  we  know  not  what,  we  do 
not  wonder  at  the  trouble  so  many  of  the  Jurisdictions  are 
having  with  u  Unauthorized  Rituals.” 

For  the  information  of  Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
we  clip  from  a  speech  of  Comp.  Joseph  E.  Dyas  the  following 
explanation  of  the  institution  known  as  the  General  Grand 
Chapter : 

“  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  an  unique  organiza¬ 
tion.  It  has  no  control  over  the  Grand  Chapters  throughout  the  United 
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States.  It  has  no  control  over  the  Subordinate  Chapters  under  the  Grand 
Chapters.  It  is  a  pioneer  body.  It  organizes  Chapters  throughout  the 
territories  ;  it  fosters  them  until  they  are  sufficiently  and  numerically  strong 
to  form  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  then  it  organizes  a  Grand  Chapter  and  exer¬ 
cises  no  further  control  over  them.  It  does  not  give  advice  unless  it  is  asked 
for.  It  leaves  all  control  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  the  Grand  Chapters. 
The  General  Grand  Chapter  has  Subordinate  Chapters  in  the  territories  where 
there  are  no  Grand  Chapters.  It  has  Subordinate  Chapters  in  foreign 
countries — in  Honolulu,  in  Chili,  in  Mexico  and  China,  and  at  the  recent 
Convocation  at  Baltimore  these  Subordinate  Chapters  were  represented, 
either  personally  by  the  High  Priests  or  by  proxy.” 

Comp.  George  M.  Moulton  follows  with  more  light  on 
this  u  unique  organization”  : 

“  It  is  true  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  at  the  present  time  only  a 
supervisory  power  over  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters.  It  has  not 
always  been  thus.  In  1856,  when  I  had  the  pleasure,  as  a  young  man,  of 
entering  that  body — and  there  is  to-day  living  but  a  single  one  who  was  with 
me  in  that  session — the  Constitution  came  up  for  revision.  The  General 
Grand  Chapter  was  then  a  centralized  power.  It  exercised  almost  absolute 
jurisdiction  over  the  various  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters  under  it.  At 
that  session  of  1856  the  question  of  the  revision  of  the  Constitution  came  up, 
and  truly  there  were  ‘  giants  in  those  days,’  and  they  fought  that  proposi¬ 
tion  upon  the  question  of  State  rights,  so  far  as  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
States  were  concerned,  and  for  five  days  we  fought  that  question  upon  the 
floor  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  while  there  was  arrayed  upon  the  one 
side  a  strong  amount  of  talent,  there  were  but  two  veterans  in  that  body, 
Gen.  Pike  and  Dr.  Mackay,  names  familiar  to  you  all,  who  defended  the 
rights  of  the  Grand  Chapters ;  and  the  Grand  Chapters  all  held  to  it,  and 
happily  it  triumphed. 

“But  the  opposition  forces  were  not  satisfied.  In  1877  we  had  the  same 
battle  to  fight.  But  there  was  no  Mackay,  no  Pike,  to  fight  the  battle,  and 
your  humble  servant,  with  Comp.  Judge  Speed,  of  Mississippi,  had  to  become 
the  leaders  upon  that  occasion,  and  successfully  led  the  forces  which 
expunged  from  the  new  revised  Constitution  the  chapters  which  would  have 
brought  you  under  abject  subjection  to  that  body.  If  I  had  never  rendered 
any  other  service  to  the  Royal  Craft  than  that  I  would  be  entitled  to  some 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  ever)'  Grand  Chapter  that  I  might  visit  as  a 
Past  Grand  Officer  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Iowa.  I  claim  no  credit  for  it.  I 
simply  did  my  duty  then,  as  I  would  do  it  now  upon  the  present  or  any  other 
occasion  when  the  matter  was  presented  to  me  for  my  action  in  behalf  of  all 
the  Grand  Chapters  through  this  great  Jurisdiction  that  has  now  celebrated  its 
Centennial  period. 
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“  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  by  the  elimination  of 
that  chapter  of  its  code,  has  grown  in  the  affection  of  its  Companions  of  all 
the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters  over  the  country,  and  with  supervisory 
power  it  is  beloved  by  us,  and  it  has  passed  through  one  period  of  its  exist¬ 
ence  entirely  unsullied,  as  it  did  at  Baltimore  at  the  conclusion  of  its  last 
triennial  session.” 

Comp.  John  M.  Pearson  serves  up  the  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence.  It  is  so  condensed  that  while  readable  it  is  not 
quotable.  The  scissors  and  paste-pot  have  largely  entered 
into  its  composition.  This  shows  what  a  diligent  reader 
Comp.  Pearson  is,  and  we  may  add  that'  a  perusal  of  his 
Report  shows  also  his  excellent  taste  in  selecting  his  extracts. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  He  evidently  thinks 
a  Pennsylvania  Grand  High  Priest  is  “  Boss,”  for  speaking  of 
Comp.  Bartlett’s  address,  he  says  : 

“  We  quote  from  his  decisions  the  following,  but  cannot  say,  until  we  get 
the  next  volume,  if  the  Grand  Chapter  approved  or  no.  Maybe  the  Grand 
Chapter  will  not  be  allowed  to  say  anything.  ’  ’ 

This  is  the  way  he  boils  it  down  : 

“  Five  Grand  Visitations  were  made  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  accom¬ 
panied  by  several  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  we  judge  the  effect  was  good. 
The  Ritual  was  exemplified,  in  part,  at  all  of  the  communications.  Targe 
delegations  were  present  from  the  surrounding  cities,  and  none  were  sent 
empty  away.  The  newly-installed  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  twenty-five 
District  Deputies  charged  to  visit  the  Chapters  under  their  charge,  and  dis¬ 
pense  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  when  necessary.  We  note  nothing  of 
startling  importance  in  the  transactions  of  the  annual  or  any  of  the  quarterlies. 
The  routine  work  was  well  done.  Two  thousand  dollars  were  allowed  for  the 
‘  expenses  ’  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  seven  hundred  dollars  for  the 
expenses  of  his  twenty-five  deputies.  We  can  easily  see  where  the  latter  sum 
would  be  needed,  but  fail  to  see  how  the  former  is  expended.  Is  it  indirectly 
a  salary  ?  ’  ’ 

No  !  Comp.  Pearson,  it  is  neither  indirectly  nor  directly 
“salary.”  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  in  Pennsylvania 
receives  no  compensation.  His  reward  is  in  serving  the 
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Companions  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  without  expectation  of 
fee  or  reward. 

We  quote  Comp.  Pearson’s  conclusion.  It  is  catholic,  and 
to  the  point  : 

‘  ‘  Centennials  and  semi-Centennials  occupy  the  attention  of  several  States, 
and  we  shall  read  of  them  by  and  by.  Growth  has  been  slow  for  the  past  few 
years  ;  still  there  has  been  growth,  and  that  means  life.  At  the  risk  of  being 
thought  old,  we  venture  to  suggest,  that  in  our  Order  there  has  been  growth 
of  a  higher  kind — a  moral  growth,  with  a  broader  field  for  its  exercise. 
Special  care  for  our  own  household  still  is  maintained,  and  very  properly,  but 
we  are  learning  that  true  charity  embraces  all  mankind. 

“  This  growth  is  fairly  illustrated  by  the  various  virtues  that  we  inculcate. 
The  ancients  set  up  for  a  foundation,  temperance,  prudence,  fortitude  and 
justice.  We  have  found,  by  the  help  of  our  Great  Light,  that  Faith,  Hope 
and  Charity  must  be  added,  and,  as  the  result  of  this,  we  are  compelled  to 
practice  brotherly  love ,  and  afford  relief  \  and  search  for  truth.  The  exer¬ 
cise  of  these  virtues  will  produce  real  growth — growth  of  the  soul,  growth  of 
character. 

“  Let  us  continue  in  these  virtues  until  we  realize  that  our  ‘  field  is  the 
world and  that  Brother  includes  every  child  of  our  common  Father.” 


INDIANA,  1897. 

The  Fifty-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Indiana  was  held  in 
Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  beginning  at 
2  o’clock,  p.  M.,  on  Wednesday  the  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D., 
1897,  A.  I.  2427,  it  being  the  “first  Wednesday  succeeding 
the  third  Monday  in  October.” 

A  picture  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Robert  A.  Woods 
embellishes  the  volume.  ' 

In  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest .  Redmond,  he  speaks 
feelingly  of  the  loss  by  death  of  a  number  of  Past  Grand 
Officers.  He  says  : 


*  ‘  And  now  my  beloved  Companions,  up  to  within  a  very  short  time  of  the 
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close  of  my  official  career  I  had  an  earnest  desire  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
ranks  of  the  Grand  Officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  1896-1897  had  been 
spared  by  Death  since  our  last  annual  meeting,  but  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme 
High  Priest  to  call  from  among  the  Officers  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  five  of  our  beloved  and  revered  Companions.  ’  ’ 

In  Indiana  as  in  Iowa  we  learn  that  the  Companions  find  it 
easier  to  ask  questions  than  to  search  the  records  : 

‘  ‘  There  were  a  large  number  of  questions  presented  to  me  for  my  official 
opinion,  many  of  which  would  have  been  unnecessary  had  the  Companions 
consulted  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations.  I  have  answered  all 
questions,  and  have  given  the  desired  information  as'  clearly  and  as  plainly 
as  I  could.  ’  ’ 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted. 

Our  own  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
commissioned  as  the  Grand  Representative  of  Indiana  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  conclusion,  he  says  : 

“  To  be  called  upon  to  preside  over  a  body  of  men,  such  as  this  Grand 
Chapter  is  composed  of,  is  no  empty  honor.  I  must  be  permitted  here  to 
say  that  to  our  worthy  Grand  Secretary  is  most  of  the  credit  due,  as  his 
assistance  and  advice  to  a  presiding  officer  is  freely  given  at  all  times,  and  I 
desire  to  thus  return  to  him  my  sincere  thanks  for  his  many  courteous  acts.  ’  ’ 

The  Grand  Secretary  found  that  a  reduction  from  forty  to 
thirty  cents  per  member,  as  recommended  by  him,  did  not 
yield  sufficient  revenue.  He  reports  : 

“  Our  receipts  last  year,  all  told,  were  $2,922.81,  while  our  expenses  were 
$3,19 3-3U  showing  that  our  expenditures  exceeded  our  receipts.  The  present 
dues  paid  by  Chapters  is  thirty  cents  on  the  member ;  forty  cents  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  defray  all  of  our  expenses.” 

And  suggests  the  back  track  : 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  promptly  adopted  the  recommendation  that  I  made 
in  1891.  and  I  believe  that  it  should  adopt  the  recommendation  that  I  now 
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make,  that  the  dues  be  raised  from  thirty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and  that  the 
fee  for  Bxaltation  remain  as  heretofore.” 

We  find  a  very  interesting  Report  of  a  Committee  on  Propo¬ 
sition  to  re-number  King  Solomon’s  Chapter: 

‘  ‘  During  the  closing  hours  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  of  our  Grand 
Chapter,  your  Special  Committee  on  the  Memorial  presented  by  Comp. 
Aaron  W.  Hempleman,  praying  for  the  ‘  restoration  of  the  original  number 
one  to  King  Solomon’s  Chapter  instead  of  ‘No.  4,’  the  number  she  now 
bears,’  made  a  report  to  the  effect  that  the  question  raised  by  said  memorial 
involved  historical  research  which  the  Committee  had  no  opportunity  to 
make  during  that  session,  and  asked  time  until  the  present  Convocation  to 
make  the  necessary  investigation  and  exercise  the  careful  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded.” 

After  going  fully  into  the  facts  of  history,  and  exhaustively 
tracing  the  records  from  their  inception,  the  Committee  sums 
up  as  follows : 

“  All  these  equities,  it  can  readily  be  seen,  might  well  have  justified  the 
order  of  precedence  seemingly  resolved  on  when  numbers  were  actually 
attached  to  the  four  old  Chapters — and  which  numbers  have  ever  since  been 
maintained  and  recognized  in  and  by  this  Grand  Body — and  your  Committee 
believe  that  these  were  indeed  the  inducements  to  that  end.  In  some  of  the 
most  important  legislation  of  civil  codes  it  has  been  considered  that  certain 
questions  and  rights  should,  after  a  given  time,  be  placed  beyond  the  domain 
of  cavil  and  controversy,  and  consequently  the  wisest  thought  and  the 
maturest  judgment  have  led  to  the  enactment  of  certain  ‘  statutes  of  repose,’ 
so  that  the  citizen  should,  after  a  suitable  interval,  be  relieved  from  contest 
and  strife,  and  no  longer  be  compelled  to  go  armed  with  evidence  which, 
whether  consisting  in  written  muniments  or  the  testimony  of  living  witnesses, 
is  ever  subject  to  destruction  by  the  action  of  the  elements,  or  to  absolute 
loss  through  the  inevitable  mandate  of  death.  So,  statutes  of  limitation,  on 
various  transactions  of  life — after  a  period  of  time,  sometimes  very  brief — 
say  to  the  citizen  :  ‘  Hereafter  you  shall  not  complain  against  your  fellow.’ 

This  principle,  irrespective  of  the  absence  of  any  regulation  on  the  subject, 
should  prevail  in  Masonry  ;  surely,  where  all  parties  who  might  sooner  have 
complained  of  a  supposed  wrong  remain  silent  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
To  change  these  numbers  now  would  unsettle  the  records  of  hundreds  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  living  and  dead.  The  identity  of  Madison  Chapter, 
No.  4 — if  that  were  the  number  it  must  take — of  the  future,  with  Madison 
Chapter,  No.  1,  of  a  previous  existence  of  fifty  years,  would  require  a 
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constant  reference  to  the  records  of  the  present  Convocation  of  our  Grand 
Chapter  and  to  the  controversy  now  under  consideration.  And  so  with  King 
Solomon’s  Chapter,  should  it  now  be  assigned  a  number  which  it  has  not 
claimed  nor  asked  for  during  all  this  extended  period.  To  right  what  is  here 
claimed  to  be  a  wrong  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be  perpe¬ 
trating  a  now  much  greater  wrong,  and  it  might  be  that  the  end  would  not 
be  here.  The  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter  who  were  present  a  year  ago 
will  remember  that,  upon  the  reading  of  the  Memorial  now  under  consider¬ 
ation,  Comp.  Andrew  J.  Robinson,  of  Logan  Chapter,  announced  that  his 
Chapter  stood  ready  to  contest  with  King  Solomon’s  Chapter  the  claim  for 
the  ‘  No.  1  ’  in  dispute.  A  casual  examination  of  the  records  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  for  1838  and  1841,  as  well  as  of  the  History  of  ‘Logan 
Chapter,’  read  before  our  Grand  Chapter  in  1895,  furnishes  a  clue  to  the 
position  taken  by  Comp.  Robinson,  which  has  not,  however,  been  pursued 
by  your  Committee,  nor  was  it  deemed  important  to  follow  it  up.  So  it  will 
be  seen  that,  should  the  claim  of  Comp.  Hempleman  be  considerer  favor¬ 
ably,  upon  the  evidence  now  at  hand,  another  year  might  find  the  Grand 
Chapter  involved  in  a  similar  controversy  through  the  presentation  of  a  claim 
like  this  on  the  part  of  Logan  Chapter. 

“  This  subject  is  considered  by  your  Committee  to  be  of  such  absolute  im¬ 
portance  as  to  fully  justify  what  might  seem  to  some  one  a  too  elaborate 
discussion  of  it,  and  in  view  of  all  the  matters  here  presented  we  recommend 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  the  prayer  of  the  Memorial  under  consideration  be 
not  granted. 

“  Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  B.  Long, 
Daniel  McDonald, 
Jacob  W.  Smith, 

Committee .  ” 

Which  .was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  Thomas  B.  Long  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 

Under  Kansas,  we  quote  his  remarks  re  a  decision  : 

“  He  (the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Kansas)  decided,  where  a  Companion  to 
whom  a  dimit  had  been  voted,  but  who  repented  of  his  request  and  desired 
the  action  annulled  before  the  Chapter  was  closed,  that  the  fact  was  so  much 
a  finality  that  it  could  not  be  reconsidered,  but  in  this  he  was  properl}’  over¬ 
ruled.  If  the  Chapter  had  been  closed  after  the  vote,  the  action  would  have 
been  dismission,  though  the  instrument  called  the  dimit  had  never  been 
issued,  but  no  action  of  a  Masonic  body  is  so  absolute  that  it  cannot  be  re¬ 
considered  at  the  session  taking  it.” 
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And  we  are  with  yon,  Comp.  Long. 

Bnt  we  cannot  follow  you  in  that  other  contention  re  de¬ 
pendent  membership. 

It  is  required  in  Pennsylvania  that  Lodge  membership 
must  be  maintained  to  retain  membership  in  so-called  higher 
bodies  of  Masonry- 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Allusion  is  made  to 
a  decision  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  that 
u  Restoration  to  membership  of  a  suspended  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  either  in  his  Chapter  or  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons,  does  not  restore  the  official  relations  that  may  have 
existed  in  either  body  at  the  time  of  suspension,”  and  that 
“  office  can  only  be  again  acquired  by  election  or  appoint¬ 
ment,”  and  he  adds  : 

“  It  will  be  remembered,  as  stated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  Report,  that 
tlie'Grand  High  Priest  of  Ohio  made  a  decision  diametrically  opposite  to  this. 
These  conflicting  rulings  furnish  a  pretty  subject  for  discussion,  but  the  limit 
imposed  upon  the  writer  this  year  constrains  him  to  pass  it  by.” 

Dear  Companion  Long,  it  is  not  Schuylkill  water,  nor 
u  Veuve  Clicquot,”  but  the  fact  that  we  are  at  the  topmost 
pinnacle  of  Masonic  perfection. 

We  conclude  by  quoting  Companion  Long’s  conclusion 
entire  : 

“  There  is  perhaps  110  topic  of  Masonic  history  that  has  more  completely 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  student  than  the  great  schism — lasting  three- 
quarters  of  a  century — occasioned  by  the  separation  in  1838  of  a  number  of 
dissatisfied  brethren  in  Pondon  from  the  regular  Podges,  and  the  formation 
of  a  rival  Grand  Podge,  under  which  they  denominated  themselves  as 
Aniients,  and  designated  the  original  Grand  Podge  as  Moderns ,  seeking  to 
justify  this  peculiar  distinction  with  the  charge — as  claimed  in  the  Ahiman 
Rezon  of  their  great  leader,  Paurence  Dermott — that  the  premier  Grand 
Podge  had  introduced  innovations,  altered  the  rituals,  and  suppressed  many 
of  the  ceremonies  which  had  long  and  authoritatively  been  in  use.  The 
general  trend  of  Masonic  history  has,  however,  heretofore  led  to  the  infer- 
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ence,  at  least,  that  the  self-styled  Antients  themselves  made  the  most  striking 
innovations,  in  the  addition  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  to  their  own  ritual,  as 
a  distinction  as  well  as  an  attraction.  Any  facts,  therefore,  tending  to  show 
that  the  culmination  of  our  system  is  really  as  old  as,  and  was  a  part  of, 
Symbolic  Masonry  at  the  time  of  the  Revival  of  1717,  nmst  be  of  sufficient 
interest  to  justify  their  presentation  as  a  Conclusion  to  the  present  Report, 
and  especially  so  if  such  facts  establish  also  an  equal  antiquity  for  the  degree 
of  Past  Master,  then  known  perhaps  simply  as  the  ‘Ceremony  of  Installation. ' 
Such  facts  are  now  at  hand,  but  must  here  consist  only  of  brief  extracts  from 
the  distinguished  Masonic  historian  Robert  Freke  Gould’s  review"  of  the 
second  volume  of  Crawley’s  Ccsmentaria  Hibernica ,  for  advance  sheets  of 
which  review  the  present  writer  is  greatly  indebted  to  Brother  Gould.” 

N 

The  first  of  these  extracts  is  as  follows  : 

“  Much  new  light  is  cast  on  two  topics  of  great  interest  and  importance. 
The  antiquity  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  has  been  pushed  back  a  year  on 
evidence  that  is  incontrovertible,  and  a  theory  making  it  at  least  coeval  with 
Anderson’s  Constitutions  of  1723  is  very  suggestively,  and  some  will  say 
persuasively,  advanced  by  our  Brother  Chetwode  Crawley.  He  thinks,  too, 
that  an  actual  ceremony  of  Installation,  or  what  we  now  call  a  degree,  ex¬ 
isted  at  the  same  date,  and  it  constitutes  a  part  of  his  general  case,  that  the 
original  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  the  third  and  fourth  decades  of  its  exist¬ 
ence  made — as  Preston  puts  it — ‘  certain  alterations  in  the  established  forms;’ 
also,  that  then,  or  earlier,  it  allowed  the  ceremony  (or  degree!  of  Installing  a 
Master  to  fall  into  disuse.” 


The  second  of  these  most  interesting  excerpts  reads  : 

“  The  secrets  confided  to  the  Master  on  his  Installation,  in  the  year  1723, 
Brother  Chetwode  Crawley  considers  to  have  been  those  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Arch;  and  ‘if  the  Royal  Arch  fell  into  desuetude,  the  cope-stone 
would  be  removed,  and  the  building  left  obviously  incomplete.’  ‘This  is 
precisely  what  happened,’  he  is  of  opinion,  ‘  when  the  premier  Grand  Lodge, 
in  pursuance  of  its  policy  of  refining  and  reforming  the  Ritual,  sanctioned, 
or  at  least  permitted,  the  disuse  of  a  portion  of  the  symbolism  known  to 
Anderson  and  Desaguliers  in  the  year  1723,  and  emphasized  by  Pennell  in 
[the  Irish  Cojistitutions  of]  the  year  1730.  Such  a  deviation  from  the 
original  path  would  go  far  to  justify  the  inauguration  and  account  for  the 
surpassing  success  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Antients,  whose  founders 
resolutely  retained  the  primitive  and  more  complete  ceremonial  perpetuated 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland. 

“Were  it  not  that  the  writer’s  limit  has  certainly  been  reached,  if  not, 
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indeed,  by  a  page  or  two  exceeded,  lie  would  add  to  the  above  some  corrob¬ 
orative  evidence,  summarized  from  general  reading,  fragmentary  and  circum¬ 
stantial,  however,  and  not  deduced  from  ancient  records — which  cannot,  of 
course,  exist  in  America.” 


IOWA,  1897. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Iowa  convened  in  its  Forty-Fourth  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  Asylum  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
of  Iowa,  at  Templar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  the  2  2d  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1897,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

An  excellent  engraving  of  Grand  High  Priest  Max  Beehler 
graces  the  volume  of  Iowa’s  proceedings.  From  his  address 
of  welcome  we  clip  the  following  : 

“We  have  now  more  than  a  sufficient  number  of  Chapters  to  supply  the 
demand,  and  if  we  had  a  less  number,  with  more  vigor  and  enthusiasm  on 
the  part  of  the  members,  Capitular  Masonry  would  not  suffer  in  the  State. 
While  not  wishing  to  be  fault-finding  or  criticising,  but  from  personal  inspec¬ 
tion  and  observation  I  am  convinced  that  the  granting  of  additional  dispen¬ 
sations,  for  a  time,  at  least,  would  be  injurious  to  Capitular  Masonry.  We 
already  have  too  many  weak  Chapters  in  our  midst,  some  who  have  hardly 
enough  vitality  to  exist,  and  to  increase  the  present  number  would  be 
sapping  the  life  of  those  that  do  well  to  hold  their  own.” 

Later  on,  in  his  address,  he  says  : 

“During  my  term  of  office  I  have  visited  about  one-third  of  all  the 
Chapters  in  our  State.  Some  are  doing  excellent  work,  and  in  places  where 
we  least  looked  for  we  found  the  best  ritualists.  The  smaller  places  are 
crowding  their  larger  sister  cities  on  perfection  in  ritual  and  punctuality.  As 
a  whole,  Capitular  Degrees  are  conferred  in  too  great  a  hurry,  hence  candi¬ 
dates  do  not  acquire  that  perfection  which  they  should  in  order  to  look  upon 
the  ‘  Chapter  ’  as  an  independent  organization  in  itself,  and  not  only  as  a 
‘  stepping-stone  ’  for  higher  honors.  ’  ’ 

He  says  : 

“  A  great  many  questions  were  asked  for  the  correct  interpretation  of 
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Chapter  law.  In  most  all  cases,  by  referring  to  our  Code,  the  desired  infor¬ 
mation  was  furnished.  While  the  Companions  could  have  looked  up  the 
authority  satisfactorily  for  themselves,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  answer  their 
queries,  because  it  showed  they  cared  enough  for  the  law  to  ask  for  it.' 

This  is  certainly  a  fraternal  way  to  look  at  this  asking , 
when  a  personal  inspection  would  yield  the  information. 

Look  it  up !  Look  it  up,  Companions !  Search  the 
Records.  If  you  want  to  know  anything,  the  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  are  open  to  you,  and  you  will  be  more  than 
rewarded  in  your  search.  There  is  a  something  that  smacks 
of  the  nature  of  a  discovery  when  you  come  upon  that  of 
which  you  are  in  search. 


“  Then  felt  I  like  some  watcher  of  the  skies 
When  a  new  planet  swims  into  his  ken  ; 

Or,  like  stout  Cortez,  when  with  eagle  eyes 
He  stared  at  the  Pacific — and  all  his  men 
Look’d  at  each  other  with  a  wild  surmise — 

Silent,  upon  a  peak  in  Darien.” 

He  suggested  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so  that  the 
“  Custodians  of  the  work  for  the  time  being  ”  shall  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  dissented  : 

“  Your  Committee  cannot  honestly  endorse  the  Most  Excellent’s  suggested 
change  in  the  Constitution,  for  the  following  reasons  :  It  is  not  advisable 
to  be  changing  frequently  ;  it  is  not  advisable  to  be  creating  voters  in  such  a 
manner.  Lastly,  but  more  strongly,  the  opinions  expressed  on  the  floor  of 
this  Grand  Body  by  one  of  the  Custodians,  when  called  on  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  or  by  request  of  some  Companion,  would  have  much  greater 
weight  than  if  he  were  a  member  of  this  Grand  Body  by  virtue  of  his  office. 

“  Your  Committee  recommend  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Juris¬ 
prudence.” 


The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  however,  looked 
with  favor  on  the  suggestion,  and  Section  4  of  their  Report 
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was  adopted,  and  so  the  Grand  Chapter  is  now  composed  as 
follows  : 

“  Section  i.  The  Grand  Chapter  shall  consist  of  a  Grand  High  Priest,  a 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  a  Grand  King,  a  Grand  Scribe,  a  Grand  Treasurer, 
a  Grand  Secretary,  a  Grand  Chaplain,  a  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  a  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner,  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  a  Grand  Master  of  the 
Third  Vail,  a  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail,  a  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
Vail,  a  Grand  Guard,  the  Custodians  of  the  Work  for  the  time  being ;  the 
High  Priests,  Kings,  and  Scribes  of  the  several  chartered  Chapters  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Past 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  Past  Grand  Kings,  and  Past  Grand  Scribes  of 
the  Grand  Chapter.” 

As  Pennsylvania  Companions  may  not  know,  we  give 
below,  in  the  words  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  a  definition. 
He  says  : 

“  The  Board  of  Custodians  consists  of  three  well-learned  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
who  are  looked  upon  as  the  sole  and  exclusive  authority  pertaining  to  our 
Ritual.  They  spend  time  to  produce  uniformity  in  our  work.  They  conduct 
our  vSchool  of  Instruction  and  visit  Chapters,  if  demanded.  The  least  honor 
we  ought  to  confer  upon  them  is  to  let  them  have  a  voice  in  our  deliberations, 
because  at  times  we  need  their  counsel.  By  making  them  members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  during  the  tenure  of  their  office,  we  simply  do  our  duty  in 
rewarding  a  just  cause.  As  it  now  stands,  if  they  are  not  regularly-accredited 
delegates  of  their  own  Chapters,  they  have  no  voice  and  no  right  to  the  floor 
except  by  special  privilege.” 


In  Pennsylvania,  to  secure  and  retain  membership  in  a 
Chapter,  one  must  be  an  affiliated  Master  Mason.  In  Iowa, 
if  we  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Juris¬ 
prudence  aright,  while  an  applicant  for  the  Capitular  Degrees 
must  be  a  member,  in  good  standing,  of  a  Lodge  of  Master 
Masons,  he  need  not  remain  a  member  after  he  has  secured 
them  : 

“  That  by  the  provisions  of  our  law,  a  member  applying  for  the  Degrees  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  must  be  an  affiliated  Master  Mason  (see  Section  125, 
laws  of  this  Grand  Chapter),  but  there  appears  no  provision  requiring  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  to  retain  such  affiliation  after  being  exalted.  This  has 
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been  the  law  for  some  time,  and  frequently  discussed  in  this  Grand  Body, 
and  has  universally  become  the  settled  policy  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
your  Committee  do  not  feel  warranted  in  offering  any  legislation  that  would 
disturb  its  present  condition.” 

Iowa  does  some  other  things  that  are  looked  upon  as 
heresies  by  Pennsylvania  Masons,  for — 

“  On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  installation  of  officers  he  held  in  the 
Asylum  building  at  9  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  be  public.” 

When  we  read  of  the  good  time  the  members  of  Iowa’s 
Grand  Chapter  had  at  Templar  Park,  as  detailed  in  the 
“  Episode,”  we  exclaim,  u  It  was  good  to  be  there.” 

Grand  Commander  F.  H.  Coring  welcomed  the  members, 
and  Grand  High  Priest  Beehler  responded. 

Among  other  things,  he  said  : 

“  My  sympathy  goes  out  with  those  who  are  Masons  by  name  only  and  not 
at  heart,  and  who  understand  its  true  teachings  no  better  than  to  cause  hatred 
and  unpleasantness  among  the  Brethren.” 

He  was,  doubtless,  moved  to  this  expression  by  reason  of 
the  delightful  Companionship  surrounding  him,  and  he  could 
have  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of  the  Psalmist :  u  Behold, 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity.” 

The  statistical  tables  are  voluminous,  and  respond  to  any 
question  put  to  them. 

Comp.  T.  R.  Ercenbrack  serves  up  the  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence  in  his  usual  piquant  style.  He  asserts  that — 

“  Capitular  Masonry  is  as  vigorous  and  prosperous  as  ever.  Fraternity  is 
becoming  more  and  more  potential  and  useful  with  all  enlightened  people. 
Organizations  multiply,  but  their  perpetuity  depends  on  the  charity  thev  in¬ 
culcate.  Centennial  celebrations  of  Grand  Chapters  have  already  commenced 
under  very  favorable  auspices,  and  those  to  occur  in  the  near  future  will 
demonstrate  the  beneficial  and  enduring  character  of  Capitular  Masonry. 
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“  There  is  no  institution  among  men  composed  of  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  members  that  is  so  absolutely  peaceful,  harmonious,  and  charitable 
as  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  The  poet  Collins  expressed  the  primal  cause  of  this 
state  of  affairs  when  he  wrote — 

‘  Peace  rules  the  day,  where  reason  rules  the  mind.’ 

“  Ruskin,  with  the  true  spirit  of  prophecy,  declares — 

“  ‘  People  are  alwrays  expecting  to  get  peace  in  heaven,  but  you  know  that 
whatever  peace  they  may  get  there  is  ready-made.  Whatever  of  making  of 
peace  they  can  be  blest  for  must  be  on  the  earth  here.’  ” 

And  Ruskin  puts  the  responsibility  for  peace  where  it 
belongs — on  the  individual. 

Under  Indiana  re  the  disgraceful  behavior  of  many  Com¬ 
panions  during  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and 
the  remark  that — 

“  There  is,  consequently,  but  one  other  hope,  and  that  is  that  some  day 
„  some  Grand  High  Priest  will,  in  righteous  indignation,  arrest  the  charters  of 
a  number  of  the  Chapters  of  Indiana.  ’  ’ 

He  says  : 

“  So  let  it  be  done,  if  one-half  of  the  Chapters  in  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  all 
other  Jurisdictions  are  wiped  out !  ” 

Apropos  of  the  fact  that  Most  Excellent  Seranus  Brown, 
formerly  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Reviewer  of  the  Juris¬ 
diction  of  Massachusetts,  was  elected  to  fill  the  position  of 
Grand  High  Priest.  He  says  : 

“  We  condole  with  him  in  his  humiliation,  and  hope  that  his  year  of 
penance  will  be  passed  with  cheerful  resignation.” 

And  so  we  see  in  what  estimation  Comp.  Ercanbrack  holds 
the  relative  positions  of  Grand  High  Priest  and  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Isn’t  there  something 
about  rather  being  a  door-keeper  than  a  something  or  other, 
somewhere  else,  somewhere,  but  hold  !  we  are  impaling  our¬ 
selves  on  the  other  horn. 
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We  clip  this  bit  of  knowledge  from  remarks  under  Ohio  : 

“  It  appears  that  there  has  been  established  in  New  South  Wales  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons,  which  has  been  received  into  fellowship  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England.  These  two  Grand 
Bodies  are  the  only  ones  in  the  world  of  that  peculiar  name  and  nature.” 

Under  Pennsylvania  he  compliments  us  in  the  possession 
of  our  Masonic  Temple,  saying : 

“The  frontispiece  is  a  glimpse  of  a  nook  in  the  interior  of  Masonic 
Temple.  What  a  luxurv  it  must  be  to  confer  degrees  in  that  Royal  edifice  !” 

S 

Come  and  see. 

He  says  : 

“Iowa’s  Grand  Representative,  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  is  a  faithful  stayer.  He 
attended  all  the  quarterlies  and  the  annual,  and  served  on  the  Correspon¬ 
dence  Committee.” 

Of  our  fraternal  relations,  he  remarks  : 

“  Even  in  this  great  Jurisdiction  harmony  is  so  perfect,  and  peace  is  so  pro¬ 
found,  that  very  little  legislation  is  found  necessary.  All  reports  prove  so 
satisfactory  that  not  a  murmur  of  complaint  is  heard.  The  voice  of  the 
debater  is  silent.” 

Of  our  method  in  treating  foreign  correspondence,  he  says  : 

“  The  work  of  correspondence  was  divided  among  six  Masonic  scholars. 
Iowa  was  one  of  nine  Jurisdictions  assigned  to  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest.” 

We  echo  your  thought,  so  felicitously  expressed,  Comp. 
Ercanbrack,  and  say  with  you  : 

“  As  between  the  Jurisdictions  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa  there  is  the  best 
of  feeling,  and  each  Companion  of  each  can  address  any  Companion  of  the 
other  in  the  language  of  Pennsylvania's  Bayard  Tavlor  : 

‘  I  love  thee,  I  do  love  thee, 

With  a  love  that  shall  not  die, 

’Till  the  sun  grows  cold. 

And  the  stars  are  old, 

And  the  leaves  of  the  Judgment  Book  unfold  !  ’  ” 
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The  statistical  pamphlet  from  this  Jurisdiction,  giving  the 
Grand  Officers  for  1897,  is  before  us. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn  is  M.  E.  King. 

Some  one  sent  anonymously  from  Ceylon  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  a  draft  for  £27  8s.  2d.  Was  it  conscience  money? 

The  balance  in  bank,  January,  1897,  was  ^448  os.  id.;  right 
to  the  penny,  as  you  see,  for  so  the  auditors  testify. 

Then  follows  a  list  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  on  the  Roll 
of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland. 

We’d  give  something  to  be  able  to  pronounce  them  all 
correctly,  and  feel  like  taking  the  list  to  our  own  Bro.  Tom 
Patton,  who  came  from  Coleraine,  and  get  him  to  instruct  us. 

From  the  pamphlet  we  learn  that — - 

“  The  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  is  worked  under  the  jurisdiction  and 
protection  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  can  only  be  conferred 
under  Royal  Arch  Warrants.  Candidates  must  have  obtained  their  Grand 
Lodge  Certificates.  The  fee  for  registration  and  certificate  as  Mark  Mason 
is  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence.” 

KANSAS,  1897. 

The  Thirty-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Kansas  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Salina,  on  Monday,  February  15th,  1897,  A.  I.  2427, 
at  3  o’clock,  p.  m. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  E.  Busser  presented  his 
Annual  Address. 

He  has  an  exalted  idea  of  the  purpose  and  usefulness  of 
Freemasonry,  and  extols  it  in  these  impassioned  words  : 
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“  We  represent  an  institution  that  has  enriched  the  thought  and  sentiments 
of  the  world  ;  that  has  smoothed  the  rough  and  rugged  paths  of  life  for 
millions  ;  that  has  rifted  the  skies  above  humanity  and  thrown  wide  open  a 
door  into  a  larger  and  grander  life.  We  take  the  candidate  from  Symbolic 
Masonry,  who  has  been  raised  out  of  the  perishable  material  into  the  im¬ 
perishable  spiritual  existence,  and  teach  him  how  to  work,  how  to  rule,  how 
to  pray,  and  how  to  die.  In  all  our  labors  for  novices  and  one  another,  we 
are  aiming  at  the  construction  of  character.  Masonry  is  an  illustrated  com¬ 
pendium  of  the  human  heart  and  human  experience.  Masonry  has  stereo¬ 
typed  the  existence  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Masonry  has  opened 
the  Holy  Bible  on  its  altars,  and  bids  defiance  to  theological  controversy  or 
scientific  speculation  to  change  or  remove  it.  Masonry  has  taken  the  dis¬ 
coveries  of  all  ages,  in  art,  science,  architecture,  poetry  and  literature,  and 
symbolized  them  in  character  and  manhood.” 

Comp.  Busser  was  no  idler  in  the  quarries.  He  gives  this 
epitome  of  his  work  : 

“  It  was  my  privilege  to  make  thirty-four  visitations  during  the  year.  I 
delivered  thirty-six  addresses  on  Capitular  Masonry.  I  conferred  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  Degree  on  sixty-one  candidates,  the  Mark  Master  on  ten, 
the  Past  Master  on  ten,  and  the  Royal  Arch  on  thirty-three,  thus  exalting 
eleven  teams.  I  installed  the  officers  of  six  Chapters.  In  the  performance 
of  these  labors,  I  spent  seventy-four  days  and  many  nights,  and  traveled  in 
actual  mileage  in  this  sendee,  nine  thousand  and  twenty  miles.  I  had 
definite  word  that  three  Chapters  intended  to  surrender  their  charters  when 
I  visited  them,  every  one  of  which  has  taken  on  new  life,  and  I  believe  will 
become  an  honor  to  our  roster.  Thus  I  have  presented  to  you  this  phase  of 
my  work  for  inspection,  and  though  it  has  required  the  expenditure  of  con¬ 
siderable  money,  I  feel  confident  it  has  accomplished  such  good  as  cannot  be 
estimated  in  dollars  and  cents.” 

We  clip  two  interesting  decisions,  with  the  first  of  which 
we  cannot  agree,  as  savoring  too  much  of  making  fine  dis¬ 
tinctions,  and  failing  to  recognize  that  the  power  that  makes 
the  law  is  greater  than  the  law.  No  final  act  of  disseverment 
had  taken  place.  The  minutes  had  not  been  recorded,  and 
the  dimit  had  not  been  issued.  The  right  of  any  Companion 
to  a  dimit  is  unquestioned.  But  he  is  the  solicitor.  Not  to 
permit  him  to  change  his  mind,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  seems  unfraternal,  and  a  Chapter  certainly  has  it  within 
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its  power  to  consider  the  action  a  nullity,  and  as  if  it  had 
never  been  taken  : 

“  I  have  had  a  large  correspondence  on  questions  concerning  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  but  these  same  principles  have  been  ruled  on  so  often  by  my 
predecessors,  and  they  are  so  simple  and  universally  recognized,  that  I  do 
not  deem  it  advisable  to  utter  any  syllabi.  There  are,  however,  two  proposi¬ 
tions,  an  analysis  of  which  will  be  interesting  and  instructive  to  the  Com¬ 
panions,  and  which  for  convenience  I  will  call  decisions. 

‘  ‘  Decision  No.  /.  A  Companion  at  a  stated  Convocation  applies  for  his 
dimit.  The  High  Priest  inquires  of  the  Secretary  whether  his  dues  are  all 
paid,  and  is  answered  affirmatively.  He  further  inquires  whether  any  charges 
are  pending  against  the  Companion,  and  is  answered  negatively.  On  vote  of 
the  Chapter  the  dimit  is  granted,  and  the  High  Priest  so  declares.  Before 
that  Convocation  closes,  the  Companion  changes  his  mind,  and  states  that  he 
wishes  to  remain  a  member  of  that  Chapter.  • 

“  Question.  Can  the  Chapter  reconsider  its  vote,  and  by  such  action 
recover  his  membership  ? 

“  Answer.  I  replied  that  if  a  Companion  asks  for  his  dimit  and  is  clear 
of  the  books  and  no  charges  pending  against  him,  he  is  entitled  to  his  dimit 
without  a  vote  of  the  Chapter,  and  when  that  dimit  is  declared  granted,  he  at 
once  becomes  an  unaffiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  can  regain  membership 
only  by  petition  and  ballot. 

‘  ‘  Decision  No.  2.  A  Companion  moves  to  another  State  and  is  absent 
seven  years,  when  his  interest  in  Masonry  returns,  and  he  desires  to  petition 
a  Chapter  where  he  resides  for  membership.  He  writes  to  the  acting  High 
Priest  of  his  Chapter,  asking  how  much  he  owes  the  Chapter.  He  is  in¬ 
formed  that  he  has  been  suspended,  and  owes  $11.00  up  to  the  time  he  is 
suspended,  and  if  he  remits,  steps  will  be' taken  for  his  reinstatement.  He 
remits  $11.00,  but  by  vote  of  Chapter  is  refused  reinstatement.  On  investi¬ 
gation,  it  is  found  that  he  had  been  suspended  in  the  Chapter  by  being 
suspended  in  the  Symbolic  Podge.  At  the  time  of  his  application  for  a 
dimit,  he  had  regained  his  membership  in  the  Podge,  and  was  in  good  and 
regular  standing.  He  had  not  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

“  Answer .  Reinstatement  in  the  Symbolic  Podge  acted  as  a  reinstate¬ 
ment  in  the  Chapter,  and  no  charges  pending  when  he  applied  for  his  dimit, 
and  tendering  the  full  amount  of  his  indebtedness,  the  Companion  is  entitled 
to  his  dimit ;  and  I  issued  a  peremptory  order  that  it  be  granted  him.” 

We  clip  the  following  from  his  peroration  : 


“  Companions,  human  nature  is  grand  because  of  what  you  can  make  out 
of  it.  Just  look  at  its  possibilities  from  a  position  amidst  the  symbols  of 
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Masonry.  What  does  the  whole  world  amount  to  alongside  of  one  true,  pure, 
and  noble  man?  Just  think  a  moment  what  each  one  of  you  can  make  out 
of  himself.  Have  you  ever  looked  into  your  natures,  and  seen  what  powers 
lie  there  dormant,  as  it  were,  in  seed  form  awaiting  development?  Have  you 
ever  realized  the  possibilities  of  your  nature  ?  It  is  a  palace,  on  the  walls  of 
which  are  beautiful  pictures.  It  is  a  mine,  out  of  which  may  be  digged 
precious  stones  and  ores.  It  is  a  storehouse,  in  which  may  be  garnered  the 
rich  fruit  of  past  ages.  It  is  a  workshop,  out  of  which  great  contrivances 
and  useful  mechanisms  may  be  wrought.  It  has  in  it  the  very  breath  of  God. 
It  can  climb  the  ladder  of  the.  skies,  and  study  the  movements  of  universes  in 
space,  and  compute  their  revolutions.  Who  can  measure  the  stupendous 
outreaches  of  the  human  soul  ?  It  is  yours,  Companions,  to  pervert  or  develop, 
yours  to  degrade  or  ennoble,  and  who  dares  to  say  you  may  not  reach  the 
highest  growth,  or  sink  to  the  lowest  degradation  ?  It  is  through  this  nature 
that  you  will  give  permanency  to  Masonic  institutions.  Here  is  the  sphere 
wherein  you  can  attain  and  exert  influence,  and  make  this  world  better  and 
happier  by  your  presence.  Here  is  where  you  love,  hope,  aspire,  and  pray. 
We  are  not  creatures  of  to-day  ;  we  are  heirs  of  eternity.  This  is  what  makes 
human  nature  precious  ;  we  know  not  where  the  end  will  be.  No  man  has 
ever  reached  the  limit.  Death  stops  not  its  progress  ;  it  is  only  one  stage  of 
our  development,  the  taking  of  a  higher  degree.” 


From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Jacob 
DeWitt,  we  extract  this  gem  re  the  value  of  “  Reports  on 
Correspondence  ”  : 

“  As  is  well  known,  the  greater  part  of  our  Proceedings  is  devoted  to  this 
Correspondence,  and  in  this  connection  we  submit  that  it  forms  the  most 
valuable  part  thereof  to  the  Craft.  In  it  is  collated  the  views  of  the  leading 
Masonic  writers,  the  decisions  of  Grand  High  Priests  and  Grand  Chapters, 
and  other  gems  of  Masonic  lore,  a  study  of  which  would  promote  the  growth 
of  true  Masonic  light  and  knowledge,  would  build  up  in  our  ranks  a  class  of 
scholars  and  writers  who  would  be  qualified  to  take  the  places  of  the  veterans, 
who  are,  alas !  now  fast  passing  away.  To  do  this  requires  space  and 
printer’s  ink — expense ;  without  it  our  Proceedings  would  be  of  little 
worth.” 

We  note  that  Comp.  De  Witt  is  a  progressive  man,  and 
he  evidently  knows  a  good  thing  when  he  sees  it,  for  he  has 
adopted  the  “  Card  Index.” 

We  also  clip  this  fraternal  acknowledgment : 


132 


THIC  GRAND  KORY  ROY  AG  ARCH 


[1897. 


“We  take  this  occasion  to  express  our  thanks  to  M.  E.  Charles  Cary> 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  for  courtesy 
shown  in  making  search  among  their  archives  for  certain  persons  whose 
history  was  not  well  established.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  also  conies  from  Comp.  De 
Witt’s  pen.  In  his  prelude,  touching  the  question  of  physical 
perfection,  he  says : 

“  For  example,  perhaps  we  were  too  rash  in  stating,  inter  al,  our  idea  upon, 
the  disability  question,  and  yet,  we  think  that  in  practice  we  would  not  be 
far  from  our  esteemed  brother  of  Indiana  ;  but  the  perfect  youth  theory,  we 
think,  admits  of  and  demands  some  modification.  For  instance,  many  will 
recall  the  late  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  whose  face  was  so  horribly  disfigured 
as  to  render  even  his  presence  objectionable.  He  was  one  of  the  ablest  men 
of  his  time  ;  as  a  lawyer,  as  a  writer,  in  conversation,  he  greatly  excelled, 
and  yet  judged  by  the  physical  perfection  standard,  he  would  have  been 
rejected.  Other  instances  and  examples  might  be  cited.  We  hold  that  we 
would  not  greatly  err  in  judging  each  piece  of  material  by  itself,  and  accept¬ 
ing  or  rejecting  according  as  its  merits  might  demand.  Sufficient  we  think 
it  if  the  candidate  can  conform  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Degrees, 
provided  he  meets  the  mental  and  moral  tests.  ’  ’ 

Pennsylvania,  for  1895,  comes  under  tliis  able  reviewer’s 
eye,  and  he  devotes  nearly  eight  pages  to  a  consideration  of 
our  proceedings. 

Comment  and  quotation  are  so  deftly  intertwined  that  we 
find  it  impossible  to  clip  without  marring. 

LOUISIANA,  1897. 

The  Fiftieth  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  held  in  Masonic 
Hall,  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  at  12  o’clock,  M.,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  February  9th,  A.  D.  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Robert  H.  Cage  delivered  his 
address,  which,  touching  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  says  : 
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“  To  my  mind  there  has  never  been  a  period  in  the  history  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  that  demands  more  from  ‘  the  Sons  of  Light  ’  than  this,  the  ending  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century.  ‘  Human  society  is  undergoing  a  mental  and 
material  expansion.’  ‘  The  old  bottles  are  unsuited  to  the  new  wine.’  Many 
and  great  changes  have,  and  are  now,  taking  place  in  our  social  conditions, 
and  demands  the  earnest  attention  and  consideration  of  all  thinking  men. 
Masonry,  we  are  taught,  is  a  progressive  science  ;  therefore,  it  behooves  us, 
as  Masons,  to  keep  ourselves  in  touch  with  the  •  advancing  civilization,  and 
‘  with  fervency  and  zeal  ’  apply  to  our  every-day  walk  in  life  those  grand 
principles  of  Truth  and  Justice  which  we  are  so  solemnly  taught  are  the 
foundation  stones  of  Capitular  Masonry.  As  our  ancient  Companions  in  the 
discharge  of  their  sacred  duties  faithfully  labored  ‘  without  the  hope  of  fee  or 
reward,’  brought  to  light  treasures  of  inestimable  value,  so  it  becomes  our 
bounden  duty  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  imbued  with  the  same  holy  aspirations, 
to  earnestly  work  for  the  betterment  and  uplifting  of  Humanity,  carrying  out 
to  its  fullest  the  great  doctrine  which  we  profess,  the  Fatherhood  of  God 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

“  In  reviewing  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction,  I 
■desire  to  say,  while  there  has  not  been  the  usual  increase  in  numbers  as  in 
past  years,  owing,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  financial  depression  existing 
throughout  our  land,  yet  I  am  pleased  to  state  there  has  not  been  a  surrender 
of  any  Charter,  and  most  of  the  Chapters  are  in  good  condition.  I  have  no 
decisions  to  report,  which  speaks  well  for  the  intelligence  of  the  High 
Priests  of  this  Jurisdiction.  Few  of  our  Companions  have  died  during  the 
past  year,  yet  those  few  who  have  been  called  to  enter  the  ‘  white  veil 
beyond  ’  have  left  sorrowing  hearts  behind  them,  and  their  vacant  chairs  in 
this  Grand  Chapter  sadly  reminds  us  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  life.” 

The  address  carefully  touches  on  all  topics  of  importance 
affecting-  the  Jurisdiction,  and  closes  with  these  thoughtful 
words  : 

“And  now,  Companions,  I  return  to  you  the  trust  confided  to  me  one  year 
ago,  the  highest  honor  that  could  be  conferred  by  you,  and  one  which,  I 
assure  you,  I  fully  appreciate  as  a  mark  of  your  confidence  and  esteem,  while 
I  recognize  to  the  fullest  my  own  shortcomings.  I  can  but  beg  of  you  to 
‘  cover  with  the  broad  mantle  of  Masonic  charity  ’  any  errors  that  I  have  com¬ 
mitted,  and  for  having  ‘left  undone  those  things  I  ought  to  have  done,’ 
asking  you  to  believe  that,  in  my  humble  way,  I  have  done  my  best  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  true  principles  of  our  Royal  Art  in  Louisiana,  and  to  strengthen 
the  walls  of  that  Spiritual  Temple  which  we,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  are 
•endeavoring  to  build  up  in  our  own  hearts.” 

Herman  C.  Duncan  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
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pondence,  from  which  we  extract  the  following  as  bearing 
upon  the  powers  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  an  institution 
to  which  we,  in  Pennsylvania,  owe  no  allegiance  : 

“  The  question  of  charging  a  fee  for  a  dimit  was  reported  by  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  ‘  as  not  in  accordance  with  regulations  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.’  The  reporting  against  such  fee  was  a 
good  thing ;  the  basing  it  upon  the  regulations  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  a  very  bad  thing.  There  is  an  evil  tendency  abroad  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  that  body.  The  existence  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  its 
prosperity  demand  that  its  powers  be  kept  within  the  scope  of  its  Constitu¬ 
tion.  They  are  enemies  of  that  body  who  neglect  those  provisions  of  that 
instrument  that  strictly  forbid  such  stretching  of  the  law.  As  friends  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  we  raise  a  warning  voice.  There  is  danger  in  the 
air.  It  is  within  a  twelve-month  that  we  witnessed  an  attempt  in  a  Grand 
Chapter  to^  enforce  a  doubtful  authority  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
Those  who  attempted  it  were  informed  that  if  insistence  was  had  a  resolu¬ 
tion  would  be  passed  severing  the  connection  between  that  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  General  Grand  Chapter.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  decided 
majority  could  have  been  had  in  the  affirmative.  The  proposition  was  fortu¬ 
nately  withdrawn  and  the  danger  averted.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  will 
live  and  it  will  continue  its  career  of  great  usefulness  so  long  as  it  stands 
within  its  powers.  But  it  transcends  those  powers  at  its  peril.  ’  ’ 


There  is  much  that  we  have  marked  to  quote,  but  space,  or, 
rather,  the  want  of  it,  forbids. 

Under  Michigan  we  clip  the  following : 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  asked  the  following  question  and  gave  the 
annexed  answer : 

“  Question.  Is  an  objection  that  is  filed  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the 
brother’s  petition  valid  ? 

“  Answer.  No.  No  objection  can  be  valid  until  the  candidate  is  elected.” 

“We  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  this.  Why  cannot  a  Companion  file  an 
objection  previous  to  an  election?  Suppose  a  Companion  has  an  objection 
to  a  brother  about  to  be  balloted  for,  an  objection  which  he  thinks  may  be 
removed  011  investigation,  why  must  he  go  and  black-ball  the  brother,  and 
so  hang  up  his  application,  for  six  months  or  a  year  ?  Why  may  he  not 
rather  suffer  him  to  be  elected,  and  then  file  an  objection,  which  obstacle  he 
can  remove  at  any  time  ?  Now,  this  presupposes  his  ability  to  attend 
Chapter  the  night  the  petition  is  ripe;  but  why,  if  for  any  reason  he  cannot 
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attend  Chapter,  can  he  not  file  an  objection  beforehand?  Then  his  right  of 
objection  would  be  fully  covered.” 

And.  again,  under  Oregon,  re  the  Past  Master’s  Degree 
which,  like  Banquo’s  ghost,  will  not  down  : 


‘  ‘  He  questions  somewhat  the  distinction  we  have  made  between  the 
‘  honors  of  the  Chair,’  as  given  an  elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  and  the  Degree 
of  a  Past  Master.  He  says  he  received  the  secrets  of  the  Chair  in  a  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  actual  Past  Masters,  and  ‘  have  conferred  the  same  Degree 
many  times  as  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter.’  Did  the  Convocation  of  Past 
Masters  hold  a  warrant  from  a  Grand  Chapter  to  confer  a  Degree  on  Comp. 
Hodson  ?  From  what  he  says  we  infer  not,  but  the  Convocation  was  one  of 
actual  Past  Masters,  and  very  likely  one  or  more  of  them  were  not  members 
of  a  Lodge  of  Past  Masters.  Let  us  suppose  such  was  the  case.  Did  they 
confer  a  degree  upon  the  Companion,  and  if  so,  how  did  they  number  it? 
Does  a  Convocation  of  actual  Past  Masters,  constituted  of  brethren  who  have 
not  been  marked  and  received  the  Fourth  Degree,  confer  upon  an  elected 
Master  the  Fifth  Degree  in  Masonry  ?  Do  they  teach  him  how  to  take  the 
fifth  step  when  they  know  not  how  to  take  the  fourth,  and  if  so,  how  can  they 
take  a  fifth  step  without  taking  a  fourth  step  ?  Again,  did  or  does  the  Com¬ 
panion  ever  confer  a  Degree  of  Past  Master  that  pertains  to  Capitular 
Masonry  on  any  brother  wdio  had  or  has  not  taken  all  the  preceding  degrees 
from  E.  A.  to  M.  M.  M.,  inclusive?  Would  he  go  into  a  Convocation  of 
actual  Past  Masters  and  Confer  the  Capitular  Degree  of  Past  Master  upon 
anyone  who  was  not  a  Mark  Master?  If  he  would  he  has  not  taken  the  O.  B. 
as  given  in  our  Lodge  of  Past  Masters,  working  under  authority  of  Royal 
Arch  Chapters.” 

Pennsylvania,  for  1895,  commands  attention  to  the  extent 
of  jnst  three  lines  and  one  word  over,  and  we  are  moved 
to  remark  :  “If  we  are  so  soon  done  for,  we  wonder  what  we 
were  begun  for  ?  ” 


MAINE. 

The  Seventy-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  was  opened  at  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Portland,  May  4th,  A.  D.  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 


136 


THE  GRAND  HOGY  ROYAG  ARCH 


[1897. 


The  volume  of  proceedings,  which  is  embellished  with  two 
steel  engravings,  one  of  the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Henry  S.  Webster,  and  one  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Horace  H.  Burbank,  reached  your  Committee  December  2  2d, 
only  five  days  before  the  close  of  the  Masonic  year. 

The  address  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well-prepared 
message  in  which,  in  clear,  flowing  language,  his  official  acts, 
performed  during  the  preceding  year,  are  recounted.  We 
take  pleasure  in  transcribing  his  opening  paragraph. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine : 

“  Years  are  the  gift  of  God  ;  and  as  like  flawless  pearls  they  drop  one  by 
one  from  His  hand,  we  may  cast  them  tarnished  and  broken  at  our  feet,  or 
may  string  them  into  shining  circlets,  harbingers  and  symbols  of  a  bright 
eternity.  L,et  us,  therefore,  come  into  the  presence  of  the  great  I  AM  with 
devout  thankfulness  that  he  has  permitted  us  to  add  another  jewel  to  the 
diadem  of  our  lives  ;  and  if,  in  the  past,  we  have  slighted  or  misused  the 
gifts  of  His  benevolence,  let  us  remember  that  our  expiation  lies  not  in  vain 
regrets  and  unavailing  tears,  but  in  a  resolute  endeavor  to  make  bygone 
errors  the  means  of  our  uplifting  to  a  higher  and  holier  plane  of  living. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ennobling  than  the  lessons  of  Freemasonry,  nothing 
sounder  than  its  precepts,  nothing  loftier  than  its  aspirations  ;  but  these  will 
become  effectual,  not  as  we  pronounce  and  promulgate,  but  as  we  exemplify 
and  live  them.  To  the  righteous  the  voice  of  God  still  speaks  as  to  His  ser¬ 
vants  of  old,  on  the  altar  of  a  pure  heart  His  sacred  fire  still  descends  and 
burns.  May  the  light  of  His  countenance  rest  upon  us,  and  may  His  bless¬ 
ing  crown  our  labors.” 

The  deaths  of  officers  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  are  noted. 
Among  them  is  that  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Nisbet, 
of  this  Jurisdiction.  He  reports  a  gratifying  increase  in 
membership,  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  work,  and 
that  the  principles  and  precepts  of  the  Fraternity  are  well 
taught  and  well  practiced,  also  that  true  brotherly  love 
appears  to  prevail  among  the  various  constituent  bodies  under 
the  care  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Among  the  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  High 
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Priest  was  one  to  a  Chapter  “  to  transact  at  a  special  Convoca¬ 
tion,  May  13th,  such  business  as  might  have  been  done  at  a 
stated  Convocation,  May  6th,”  and  one  to  another  Chapter 
“  to  receive  and  ballot,  on  application  of  a  candidate,  at  a 
special  Convocation  to  be  called  for  that  purpose."  Doubtless 
the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  confers  on  the  Grand 
High  Priest  the  right  to  exercise  such  powers  of  Dispensation; 
but  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  are  very  broad,  he  is  powerless  to  set  aside  the 
Constitutional  requirement  that  any  actipn  by  a  Chapter 
relating  to  receiving,  referring,  reporting  on  or  balloting  on  a 
petition  for  initiation  or  membership  must  be  at  a  stated 
meeting.  The  reason  for  what  may  seem  to  some  the  rigidity 
of  our  law,  is  our  unyielding  adherance  to  the  Ancient  Regu¬ 
lation  which  provided  that  “  No  man  can  be  made  or  admitted 
a  member  of  a  particular  Dodge  without  previous  notice  one 
month  before  given  to  said  Lodge,  in  order  to  make  due 
inquiry  into  the  reputation  and  capacity  of  the  candidate, 
unless  by  the  Dispensation  aforesaid.”  (By  the  Grand  Master 
or  his  Deputy.)  This  regulation,  altered  in  1781  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  reads  : 

“  Nor  shall  any  person  be  made  or  admitted  a  member  of  a  Lodge  without 
being  proposed  one  month  before,  that  due  notice  may  be  given  to  all  the 
members  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  into  the  candidate’s  character,  and 
that  there  may  be  such  unanimity  in  the  election  and  admission  of  members 
as  the  laws  require  ;  nor  can  there  be  any  dispensation  in  this  case,  because 
unanimity  is  essential  to  the  being  of  every  Lodge,  and  its  own  members  are 
the  best  judges  in  this  matter;  for  if  it  were  allowed  that  any  foreign  or 
even  superior  jurisdiction  might  impose  a  fractious  or  disagreeable  member 
upon  them,  it  might  destroy  their  harmony,  and  would  intrench  upon  their 
liberty,  to  the  great  injury,  if  not  the  total  dissolution  of  such  Lodge.” 


This  regulation  was  affirmed  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1825, 
and  with  additional  requirements  on  the  part  of  the  applicant, 
added  from  time  to  time  as  the  expansion  of  the  fraternity 
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seemed  to  demand,  has  been  our  law  for  considerably  more 
than  a  century.  A  Grand  High  Priest  in  Pennsylvania  may 
confer  or  cause  to  be  conferred  in  his  presence  in  any  Chapter, 
the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry,  but  if  the  recipient  had 
not  regularly  petitioned  a  Chapter,  been  favorably  reported 
on,  balloted  for  and  approved,  he  is  not  a  member  of  a 
Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  (who,  it  appears,  has  the  authority 
to  examine  and  pass  upon  the  By-Eaws  submitted  by  the 
Chapters  for  approval)  withheld  his  approval  in  two  instances 
where  the  fixing  of  the  hour  for  holding  stated  Convocations 
was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  High  Priest  or  Chapter.  We 
think  he  was  clearly  right.  If  power  was  conferred  upon 
a  High  Priest  or  Chapter  to  change  the  hour  at  will,  it  would 
doubtless  invite  solicitations  for  an  abuse  of  the  power. 

The  Reports  of  the  Official  Visitors  to  the  various  Chapters 
of  the  Jurisdiction  were  satisfactory,  and  they  show  an 
increasing  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry.  The  income  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  exceeded  its  expenses  by  a  considerable  sum, 
and  the  invested  Charity  Fund  amounts  to  $4,775.00.  At 
the  election  held  May  5th,  officers  were  chosen  from  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  to  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  both  inclusive. 

There  are  fifty-four  chartered  (warranted)  Chapters  and  two 
working  under  Dispensation.  All  made  returns  and  fully 
paid  their  dues,  showing  both  efficiency  and  promptness  that 
Chapters  of  other  Jurisdictions  would  do  well  to  emulate. 
The  net  gain  for  the  year  was  127,  which  brought  the  mem¬ 
bership  up  to  6,024.  The  largest  Chapter  is  No.  13,  Green- 
leaf,  at  Portland,  with  a  membership  of  512. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  that 
veteran  reviewer,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Josiah  H. 
Drummond.  In  about  130  pages,  printed  in  small  type,  the 
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proceedings  of  fifty-five  Grand  Chapters  were  reported  upon. 
He  noted  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Michael 
Nisbet,  arid  Comp.  John  P.  Clark,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  and  made  liberal  extracts  from,  and  notes 
upon,  the  address  of  the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

After  reading  Comp.  Drummond’s  comments  on  our  Chair¬ 
man  Henderson’s  review  (1896)  on  Colorado,  we  would  remind 
him  of  a  fact  of  which  he,  doubtless,  is  aware,  that  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  a  Chapter  has  no  defined  territorial  Jurisdiction.  An 
applicant  for  the  Capitular  Degrees  can  present  a  petition 
to  any  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  but  if  to  a  Chapter  not 
nearest  his  residence  : 

“The  Chapter  receiving  such  petition  shall,  under  its  seal,  inquire  of  a 
Chapter  within  this  Jurisdiction,  nearest  the  place  of  residence  of  the  peti¬ 
tioner,  if  it  has  any  Masonic  objection  to  the  Chapter  to  which  the  petition 
is  addressed,  acting  thereon.  The  inquiry  shall  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Chapter,  and  shall  contain  the  full  name,  age,  occupation,  and  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  petitioner.  The  Chapter  so  inquired  of,  shall  cause  said  inquiry 
to  be  read  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  the  same  was  received.  The 
notices  for  the  meeting  of  the  Chapter  inquired  of,  shall  state  that  ‘  A  ballot 
will  be  had  on  the  inquiry,  if  there  is  any  Masonic  objection  to 
Chapter  No.  ,  acting  on  the  petition  of  for 

degrees  and  membership.  ’  Five  black  balls  shall  establish  the  existence  of 
such  objection.” 

We  think  this  law  is  alike  fair  to  the  petitioner,  the  Chapter 
to  which  the  petition  is  addressed,  and  the  Chapter  nearest 
the  residence  of  the  petitioner.  If  the  ballot  in  the  Chapter 
inquired  of  should  be  unfavorable,  our  Constitution  provides 
that  he  may  try  a  second  time  after  six  months  ;  a  third  time 
after  a  year  from  the  second  rejection,  and  a  fourth  time  under 
certain  conditions. 

Comp.  Drummond  quotes  Comp.  Henderson’s  remarks, 
under  Connecticut,  about  the  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  High 
Priest  in  Pennsylvania,  and  adds  : 
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“We  have  so  understood  it,  and  we  were  surprised  to  read  the  extract 
which  we  have  quoted  from  M.  E.  Comp.  Bartlett’s  address  ;  and  while  it 
is  probable  that  the  two  extracts  are  not  in  conflict  practically,  we  confess 
that  we  cannot  draw  the  line.” 

The  pith  of  Comp.  Henderson’s  remarks,  under  Connecticut, 
were,  that  no  appeal  can  be  taken  from  the  decisions  of  a 
Grand  High  Priest  in  Pennsylvania.  They  become  a  part  of 
the  written  law,  although  any  of  his  successors  can  reverse 
them.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  -Bartlett  said  in  his  address 
(1896),  “The  Grand  High  Priest  has  not  the  power  to  set 
aside  a  Constitutional  Law,  nor  the  power  of  setting  aside  the 
By-Eaws  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter.  As  an  obligated  Execu¬ 
tive  Officer,  his  is  the  duty  to  see  that  they  are  not  evaded  or 
set  aside  ;  that  they  are  obeyed.”  Both  of  our  distinguished 
Companions  are  right.  Our  Constitution  declares  that  “  To 
the  Grand  High  Priest  belongs  the  general  supervision  and 
government  of  Capitular  Masonry  ”  *  *  *  *  *  and 

that  “he  is  supreme  in  all  matters  concerning  Capitular 
Masonry,  except  when  the  Grand  Chapter  limits  his  power  by 
its  Constitution.” 

In  reply  to  his  comments  on  Comp.  Codding’s  remarks  on 
Texas,  we  would  say :  Past  Masters  by  Dispensation  are 
not  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  That  body  is  composed  of 
certain  Grand  Officers,  the  Past  Masters  by  one  year’s  service, 
and  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  all  lawfully  warranted  and 
duly-constituted  Lodges. 

MARKS. 

In  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  1892,  the  Chairman  of 
our  Committee,  Comp.  Henderson,  wrote  under  Colorado 
(page  75) : 


“  We  are  informed  that  at  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple  every 
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Craftsman  was  provided  with  a  mark  which  he  sketched  on  his  work,  to 
distinguish  it  from  that  of  his  fellow- workmen.  By  it  he  was  known  to  the 
overseers,  who  were  thus  enabled  to  see  at  a  glance  how  much  wages  were 
due  to  each  mark,  and  if  defective  work  was  found,  to  detect  the  faulty 
workman.  I11  a  similarity  of  marks,  this  distinctive  feature  would  be  lost, 
and  they  would  be  valueless  for  the  purpose  they  were  intended  to  serve. 
Therefore,  we  instruct  our  candidates,  that  when  they  discover  a  mark 
similar  to  their  own,  there  must  be  a  change,  and  as  age  is  entitled  to 
preference,  he  who  has  the  oldest  mark  retains  it,  while  he  who  has  the 
younger  must  select  another.” 

In  this  paragraph,  Comp.  Henderson  stated,  succinctly  but 
accurately,  the  unwritten  law  of  this  Jurisdiction  concerning 
marks.  But  Comp.  Drummond,  instead  of  accepting  this 
statement  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  fraternity  in  which  it 
was  made,  wrote,  in  1894 : 

“  Comp.  Henderson  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  no  Mark  Master  can 
select  a  mark  which  any  other  Mark  Master  had  previously  selected.” 

Was  there  any  warrant  for  such  a  distortion  of  Comp. 
Henderson’s  remarks  ? 

After  quoting  some  remarks  of  the  writer,  made  in  1893, 
Comp.  Drummond  wrote,  in  1894  : 

“One  would  judge  from  this  that  Pennsylvania  claims  jurisdiction 
throughout  the  world!  Maine  don’t;  and  don’t  claim  to  govern  Mark 
Master  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  therefore,  don’t  say  to  them,  ‘  you 
cannot  select  a  mark  which  a  Maine  Mark  Master  Mason  has  alreadv  selected;  ’ 
and  our  Companion  must  pardon  us  for  doubting  if  a  Mark  Master  in  his 
State  is  obliged  to  canvass  the  marks  of  all  the  Mark  Masters  in  the  world 
before  he  can  safely  select  one  for  himself,  or  even  of  all  those  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.” 

There  was  nothing  in  the  statement  made  by  Comp. 
Henderson,  or  in  the  remarks  of  the  writer,  to  warrant  these 
extravagant  and  inaccurate  expressions. 

After  later  discussions,  Comp.  Drummond  wrote,  in  1896  : 

“  We  understand  that  in  Pennsylvania,  if  a  Companion  having  a  particular 
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mark  discovers  that  some  other  Companion  had  adopted  it  before  he  did,  he 
would  forsake  his  mark.  Apparently  the  rule  and  usage  in  Pennsylvania 
are  different  in  this  respect  from  what  they  are  in  any  other  Jurisdiction 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  rule  elsewhere  is,  that  when  a  Com¬ 
panion  has  once  had  his  mark  recorded  he  has  no  power  to  change  it.” 

While  our  Companion  would  not  admit  the  error  of  his 
statement  of  1894,  he  did,  possibly  when  a  temporary  spirit 
of  fairness  possessed  him,  pen  in  1896  the  extenuating  para¬ 
graph  above  quoted.  But  in  1897,  when  normal  perverseness 
resumed  its  control,  forgetting  what  he  had  written  a  year 
before,  he  said  : 

“We  have  been  trying  for  some  three  years  to  ascertain  the  law  and 
usage  in  relation  to  Marks  in  Pennsylvania.” 

He  appears  to  have  known,  in  1896,  the  law  and  usage  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  in  1897  had  forgotten  it.  Further  on  in 
his  comments  on  this  subject,  in  1897,  he  remarked  of  the 
writer : 

1 1  His  quibbles  savor  much  more  of  a  defence  in  a  criminal  court  than  of 
an  investigation  to  ascertain  the  truth.  ’  ’ 

The  quotations  given  above  will  best  attest  who  is  the 
quibbler.  His  reference  to  a  criminal  court  may  be  a  recol¬ 
lection  of  his  own  experience. 

Comp.  Drummond  copies,  from  our  report  of  last  year,  a 
paragraph  written  in  reply  to  his  comments  011  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  “method  of  dealing  with  Masons  unlawfully  made,” 
and  remarks  : 

“  This  is  not  a  question  of  fact  but  of  law,  and  Companions  outside  of 
Pennsylvania  are  just  as  competent  to  decide  it  as  our  Companions  in  that 
State  are.” 

We  heartily  agree  with  him.  It  is  the  law  of  both  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  this  Commonwealth,  that 
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if  a  man  has  been  made  a  Mason  without  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  Constitutional  requirements,  his  making  is  illegal. 
And  we  think  we  are  quite  as  competent  as  our  neighbors  to 
decide  what  constitutional  requirements  should  be  established 
in  Pennsylvania. 

As  to  the  age  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  he  wrote, 
in  1895  (page  229) : 

> 

“  But  now  Pennsylvania  historians  and  orators  (of  whom  Comp.  Africa 
was  one,  unless  our  memory  is  at  fault),  claim  that  their  Grand  Lodge  dates 
from  1731.” 


The  same  year  we  challenged  him  to  show  when  and  where 
the  writer  made  any  such  claim,  or  to  admit  that  his  memory 
cannot  be  relied  on. 

In  1896,  page  409,  he  made  this  cautiously  worded  retrac¬ 
tion  : 

“  We  admit  his  implied  denial,  but  at  the  same  time  have  grave  doubts 
whether  he  is  not  quibbling  over  our  use  of  ‘  1731’  instead  of  ‘  1732,’  the 
year  which  we  have  recently  heard  announced  as  the  date  of  the  organization 
of  their  Grand  Lodge.” 

Our  Companion  has  a  most  astonishing  capacity  for  mixing 
facts  and  dates.  He  knows  that  no  member  of  the  Fraternity 
in  this  Jurisdiction  claims  that  the  present  Grand  Lodge  was 
organized  earlier  than  1764,  or  that  it  had  direct  descent  from 
the  William  Allen  Grand  Lodge.  Of  the  formation  of  the 
latter,  the  earliest  authentic  evidence  is  found  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  Benjamin  Franklin’s  newspaper,  The  Pemisyl- 
vania  Gazette ,  of  June  26th,  1732': 

“Saturday  last  being  St.  John’s  Day,  a  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  was  held  at  the  Sun  Tavern, 
Water  Street,  when,  after  a  handsome  entertainment,  the  Worshipful  W. 
Allen,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  Grand  Master  of  this  Province  for  the 
year  ensuing,  who  was  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  William  Pringle  Deputy 
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Master.  Wardens  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year  were  Thomas  Boude  and 
Benjamin  Franklin.” 

Our  Companion  says  on  another  subject,  1897,  page  519  : 

“  But  we  have  hopes  of  Comp.  Africa  yet ;  he  has  begun  to  learn  discre¬ 
tion  ;  we  quoted  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1825,  showing  conclusively  that 
public  constitutions  and  public  installations  were  expressly  recognized  by  it. 
He  makes  no  attempt  whatever  to  reply  :  for  what  could  he  say?  It  was  a 
grand  opportunity  for  golden  silence — and  he  improved  it.” 

Unfortunately  for  him  his  witness  does  not  sustain  his  con¬ 
tention,  but  clearly  refutes  it.  Section  1,  Chapter  V.,  page 
198,  has  as  head  lines:  “  The  manjier  of  constituting  a  lodge , 
including  the  ceremony  of  consecration  and  installation After 
detailing  the  preliminary  arrangements,  including  the  entrance 
of  the  Grand  Officers,  this  direction  follows  :  “A  Grand  Lodge 
will  then  be  opened  by  the  Grand  Officers  in  ancient  form; 
followed  by  this  short  prayer  :”  [Prayer  omitted  here.]  The 
ceremonies  of  consecration,  constitution  and  installation  then 
follow  each  other,  and  on  their  completion  this  direction 
occurs:  “The  ceremony  of  closing  will  now  succeed.” 

Page  220. 

On  the  subject  of  public  installations,  he  wrote,  in  1894  : 

1  ‘  Our  Pennsylvania  Companions  must  pardon  us  for  not  being  convinced! 
that  they  are  right  in  their  conclusions  that  the  law  and  usage  have  not  been 
changed  comparatively  recently  in  Pennsylvania.” 

*  *  *  *  *  -x- 

And  in  1897  : 

“We  spoke  of  Bro.  Joseph  R.  Chandler  as  being,  in  1849,  the  most 
prominent  Mason  in  Pennsjdvania,  and  that  he  undoubtedly  knew  the  old 
law  and  usage  better  than  the  Masons  of  the  present  generation,  and  his 
practical  testimony  by  taking  part  in  a  public  installation  was  substantially 
conclusive  of  the  question.” 


The  whole  weight  of  our  Companion’s  deduction  rests  upon 
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the  bare  circumstance  of  Bro.  Chandler  having  been  present, 
at  a  public  installation  of  the  Grand  Officers  in  ci7iother 
Jurisdiction,  where  the  profaiie  multitude  could,  and  we  sup¬ 
pose  did,  attend.  This  did  not  occur  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  face  of  our  Companion’s  notion,  that  we  Freemasons 
of  this  modern  age  have  changed  the  old  law  and  usage  in 
Pennsylvania,  we  cite  the  three  volumes  of  “  Reprint  of  the 
Minutes  ”  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  1779  to  1816,  inclusive, 
to  prove  that  the  installations  of  the  officers  were  always  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  tyled  Grand  Lodge,  and  never  in  view  of  the 
public.  We  showed  last  year  from  the  minutes  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  that  from  the  time  Bro.  Chandler  was  installed  Grand 
Master,  December  28th,  1840,  to  and  including  December  27th 
1850,  the  same  ancient  regulation  was  observed.  It  is  observed 
now,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  writer  became  a  member. 
We,  and  the  Masonic  world  in  general,  will  await  with  great 
interest  Comp.  Drummond’s  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  law  and 
usage  have  been  comparatively  recently  changed  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

We  think,  however,  that  a  Mason  of  such  extensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Craft  and  wide  experience  as  Comp.  Drummond 
possesses,  must  know  that  the  ceremonies  of  constituting  and 
consecrating  a  Lodge,  and  installing  the  officers  thereof, 
cannot,  in  Pennsylvania,  be  performed  in  public,  but  only 
within  a  tyled  Lodge.  These  requirements  are  as  old  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  itself,  and  have  never  been  changed.  In  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  Treasurer  and  Sec¬ 
retary,  and  in  subordinate  Lodges,  the  Master,  Wardens, 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  are  each  separately  installed,  and  the 
ceremonies  are  of  such  a  character  that  they  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  in  public.  In  the  Grand  Chapter  and  in  Subordinate 
Chapters,  the  same  regulation  prevails,  and  no  officer  below 
the  rank  of  Secretary  is  installed. 
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On  page  520  of  Comp.  Drummond’s  review  we  read  : 

‘  ‘  He  [Comp.  Africa]  is  obliged  to  admit  that  as  to  one  matter  of  discussion 
between  us — one  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  discussion  as  shown  by 
the  vehemence  of  his  denial,  too— he  was  wrong  and  we  were  accurately 
correct,  but  he  does  it  with  a  poor  grace.” 

****** 

Now  what  was  the  “matter  of  the  greatest  importance?” 
In  1895,  he  alleged  that  we  omitted  from  the  “Account”  of 
the  procession  to  and  from  Christ  Church,  December  28th, 
1778,  some  important  particulars.  We  responded  by  saying,  in 
effect,  that  there  was  not  one  word  in  the  “  Account  ”  about 
the  opening  or  closing  of  a  Lodge,  or  about  the  “  Brethren  in 
the  Church  ”  giving  certain  signs  or  any  signs.  In  1896  he 
courteously  called  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  report 
of  Dr.  Smith’s  sermoyi — not  in  the  “  Account  of  the  Proces¬ 
sion  ” — in  the  closing  paragraph,  at  the  word  Glory ,  the 
Brethren  rose  and  gave  a  repetition  of  the  Ancient  Sign ,  etc. 
We  responded,  and  while  claiming  that  our  statement  of  the 
“Account  of  the  Procession”  was  correct,  we  admitted  that 
we  were  in  error  as  to  the  action  of  the  “  Brethren  in  the 
Church.”  It  seems,  according  to  our  Companion,  that  the 
“  Matter  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  discussion  ”  is  the 
import  of  the  action  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Church.  The 
foot-note  to  Dr.  Smith’s  sermon  reads : 

“  At  the  Word  ‘  Grory,’  the  Brethren  rose  together;  and ,  in  reverential 
Posture ,  on  pronouncing  the  Names  of  the  TRI-UNE  GOD,  accompanied  the 
same  by  a  correspondent  Repetitio7i  of  the  Ancient  Sign  or  Symbol  of  Divine 
Homage  and  Obeisance ,  concluding  with  the  following  Response  Amen  ! 
So  let  it  ever  be  /’  ’ 

This  conclusion  we  copied  on  page  138  of  our  Report  for 
1896,  but  by  a  mistake  of  the  printer,  the  foot-note  was 
separated  from  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  sermon. 

Now,  with  profound  respect  for  Comp.  Drummond’s 
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Masonic  erudition,  we  ask,  what  significance  is  to  be  attached 
to  the  action  of  the  u  Brethren  in  the  Church  ”  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  or  the  value  thereof  to  establish  the  fact  that  a 
Grand  Lodge  was  opened  on  that  occasion. 

Comp.  Drummond  quotes  in  full  our  remarks  of  last  year 
concerning  the  incorporation  of  Masonic  bodies,  and  said  that 
“  while  we  have  opposed  the  incorporation  of  the  bodies 
themselves,  after  years  of  consideration  of  the  question  from  a 
professional  standpoint,  we  are  unable  to  give  a  good  reason 
for  it.” 

Comp.  Aebro  E.  Chase,  Portland, 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Stephen  Berry,  Portland, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


MARYLAND. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  A.  I.  2426,  A.  D. 
1896,  is  embellished  with  a  portrait  of  Comp.  William  H. 
Shryock,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  A  special  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Balti¬ 
more,  on  the  evenings  of  the  23d,  24th  and  25th  days  of 
April,  for  instruction  and  degree  work.  The  Mark  Master’s, 
Past  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s  and  Royal  Arch 
Degrees  were  conferred  on  candidates-elect  of  Druid  Chapter 
No.  28. 

The  Annual  Convocation  (ninety-ninth  year)  was  held 
Tuesday,  November  10th.  The  High  Priests,  Kings  and 
Scribes-elect  of  a  number  of  Subordinate  Chapters  were 
installed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  he  delivered  a  most 
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fraternal,  sensible  and  business-like  address.  We  quote  the 
second  paragraph  : 

“  Our  Divine  High  Priest  has  been  very  good  to  us  during  the  year  just 
ended,  and  it  was  therefore  eminently  proper  that  before  beginning  our 
deliberations  and  laying  out  plans  for  the  future  we  should  unite  in  return¬ 
ing  sincere  thanks  for  the  manifold  blessings  and  comforts  we  have  enjoyed. 
We  are  once  more,  under  Providence,  assembled  around  our  sacred  altar, 
where  incense  burns,  to  renew  our  pledges  of  companionship  to  each  other. 
We  are  here  to  review  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed,  and  to  make  new 
designs  upon  the  trestle  board  that  the  Craft  ma}^  not  be  idle  during  the 
coming  year.  ’  ’ 

He  spoke  of  the  tradition  that  the  Royal  Arch  constituted 
the  summit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  (as  the  conservative 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania  have  always  held),  and  of  the  desire  of 
the  novitiate ,  too  often  expressed,  to  hasten  through  the  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  so  as  to  attain  what  have  been  designated  the 
“higher  degrees.” 

We  endorse  the  views  expressed  in  the  following  extracts 
from  the  excellent  address: 

“  Veterans  need  not  be  told  of  the  incompleteness  of  a  Masonic  education 
which  omits  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Royal  Arch.  If  the  foundation 
is  laid  in  the  Dodge  it  is  also  necessary  to  learn  that  ‘  the  stone  which  the 
builders  rejected  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner.’ 

“  If  the  young  candidate  has  not  attained  the  dignity  of  presiding  over  his 
Lodge,  he  should,  at  least,  fully  comprehend  why  he  has  been  permitted  to 
advance  to  the  exalted  stations  of  higher  degrees  without  this  important 
qualification.  If  seven  years  were  involved  in  the  construction  of  the 
Temple,  should  not  the  grand  pageant  of  the  celebration  of  its  completion 
and  dedication  be  impressed  upon  our  minds  in  lasting  remembrance  ?  And, 
if  the  summit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  is  to  be  found  in  the  Royal  Arch, 
how  important  it  is  that  the  beautiful  lessons  inculcated  in  this  degree,  and 
those  leading  up  to  it,  should  be  thoroughly  well  learned  by  every  Mason 
who  would  appropriate  ‘the  proud  and  lasting  title  of  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  be  ashamed.’  ” 

“  A  reasonably  fair  knowledge  of  the  Chapter  Degrees  is  sure  to  engender 
a  love  and  admiration  for  them,  and  I  venture  the  assertion  that  there  is  not 
a  Companion  present  whose  attachment  for  the  Chapter  is  one  whit  lessened 
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by  his  long  and  faithful  sendees  in  the  Capitular  Degrees,  however  much  he 
may  be  interested  in  the  work  of  any  other  branch  of  Masonry.” 


He  required  the  examinations  in  open  Chapter  as  to  pro¬ 
ficiency  to  be  made  as  prescribed  in  the  Standing  Resolutions 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  he  reported  a  very  marked  im¬ 
provement.  Among  the  deceased  of  other  Jurisdictions 
mentioned,  P.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  Michael  Xisbet  was  noted.  He 
was  not  called  on  to  make  any  decisions,  which,  he  said, 
speaks  well  for  the  intelligence  of  the  High  Priests,  and  shows 
that  they  are  well  versed  in  Masonic  law.  A  new  Chapter, 
Montgomery,  No.  33,  was  constituted  at  Rockville,  November 
23d,  1895.  A  petition  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Laurel  was 
received.  Under  the  rules  it  wras  necessary  that  this  petition 
should  be  recommended  by  the  nearest  Chapter,  which  was 
No.  32,  at  Hyattsville.  That  Chapter  declined  to  give  the 
recommendation,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  properly  refused 
to  issue  a  Dispensation  for  the  formation  of  the  new  Chapter 
prayed  for.  During  the  year  he  visited  each  of  the  eighteen 
Chapters  now  at  wTork  ;  he  reported  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevailed  ;  that  a  laudable  ambition  was  shown  by  the  officers 
of  the  Chapters,  and  that  everywhere  the  respect  due  him  as 
the  head  of  Capitular  Masonry  was  manifested. 

Beside  the  visitations  to  Chapters  made  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  other  visits  were  made  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  and 
Grand  Inspectors,  all  of  whom  made  satisfactory  reports. 

The  expenses  for  the  year  were  $1,544.82,  after  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  which  there  remained  a  balance  on  hand  of  $911.14. 

According  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Centen¬ 
nial  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  November  10th,  1896,  it 

appears  that  the  celebration  will  be  limited  to  Companions  of 
that  Jurisdiction.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  sister  Grand 
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Chapter  of  Maryland  deemed  it  expedient  to  confine  this 
Centennial  to  Companions  within  its  own  borders. 

The  eighteen  Chapters  reported  a  membership,  November 
10th,  1896,  of  1764,  an  average  of  98  to  each.  All  Grand 
Chapters  dues  were  paid  to  that  date. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  from  the  pen  of  Comp. 
Edward  T.  Schultz,  is  his  Twenty-First  Annual  Message. 
Under  Alabama  he  quotes  from  Comp.  Pillan  some  sledge¬ 
hammer  blows  against  the  innovation  of  printed  Rituals,  a 
plague  that  is  disturbing  the  peace  of  many  Grand  Chapters. 
Replying  to  Connecticut’s  correspondent,  he  wrote  : 


‘  ‘  While  it  is  too  true  that  many  ‘  prefer  the  fuss  and  feathers  of  the  Com- 
mandery  or  the  Mystic  Shrine  ’  to  that  of  the  more  quiet  and  sober  teachings 
of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  there  is,  in  our  opinion,  no  way  in  which  we 
can  compel  a  Brother  or  Companion  to  retain  his  membership  in  Lodge  or 
Chapter.” 

In  Pennsylvania,  if  a  member  of  a  Eodge  elects  to  resign, 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  his  doing  so,  if  all  his  dues  are  paid 
and  there  are  no  pending  charges  against  him.  He  presented 
a  petition  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  to  be  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry,  and  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Lodge.  He  is  free  to  relinquish  membership  at  any  time  if 
the  conditions  mentioned  above  are  complied  with.  But  if  he 
had  become  a  member  of  a  Chapter,  and  after  resignation 
from  his  Lodge  had  remained  unaffiliated  for  more  than  six 
months,  he  thereby  forfeited  his  membership  in  the  Chapter ; 
or  if  he  had  been  suspended  or  expelled  from  his  Lodge,  he 
became  ipso  facto ,  suspended  or  expelled  from  his  Chapter. 
The  Lodge  and  Chapter  are  inter-related.  Neither  the  Grand 
Lodge  nor  the  Grand  Chapter  officially  recognizes  any  degree 
in  Freemasonry  beyond  or  above  the  Royal  Arch ;  hence 
neither  has  cognizance  of  the  “  Mystic  Shrine.” 
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We  read  under  u  Delaware,”  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
that  Jurisdiction  adopted  the  law  that  has  always  prevailed  in 
Pennsylvania  concerning  non-affiliated  Master  Masons,  except 
that  the  period  of  non-affiliation  is  extended  to  one  year ; 
also  that  our  adjoining  Grand  Chapter  is  in  accord  with  Penn¬ 
sylvania  as  to  the  suspension  of  a  Companion  for  non-payment 
of  dues.  Comp.  Schultz  thinks  the  summary  punishment  for 
this  offense  is  unnecessarily  severe,  when  for  murder,  rape, 
arson,  etc.,  a  trial  must  be  awarded  the  Companion  charged. 
The  cases  are  not  parallel.  Annual  dues  arq  matters  of  record. 
The  Secretary  of  each  Chapter  notifies  all  the  Companions  of 
the  amount  of  dues  owing  by  them;  also  that,  if  the  same  are 
not  paid  by  a  date  named,  they  may  be  suspended.  This 
gives  the  negligent  Companion  full  opportunity  to  pay 
arrears  ;  to  appeal  from  alleged  errors  of  account ;  or  to  crave 
the  further  indulgence  of  their  Chapter.  Of  charges  preferred 
for  “murder,  rape,  arson,  etc.,”  the  Companion  charged  may 
be  innocent,  and  common  fairness  demands  that  he  shall  have 
a  trial.  Georgia  has  also  declared  that  a  Companion  who  has 
been  unaffiliated  as  much  as  twelve  months,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  membership  or  any  office  in  any  Chapter  or  in  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  advocates  of  improvements  (we  will  not  say  i?i?iovatio?is ) 
do  not  harmonize  in  their  views.  Comp.  Phelps,  of  Nebraska, 
1894,  in  reviewing  Illinois  for  1893,  wrote  : 

“  We  cannot  believe  that  it  is  either  proper  or  in  keeping  with  the  object 
of  the  institution  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  appear  in  public,  and  believe 
it  is  calculated  to  invite  criticism.  Our  vestments  and  furniture  are  those  of 
the  tabernacle  and  sanctuary,  and  only  within  the  guarded  precincts  of  our 
consecrated  halls  should  they  ever  be  displayed.” 

Comp.  Bowen,  of  Massachusetts,  in  1895,  quoted  the  above 
paragraph,  and  added  : 
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“We  fail  to  see  why  a  Chapter  may  not  on  proper  occasion,  turn  out 
with  just  as  much  propriety  as  a  Lodge  or  Commandery.  Certainly  they 
should  not  appear  robed,  but  why  not  with  the  apron  and  jewel,  as  we  have 
always  seen  Chapters  in  public  procession.  We  are  opposed  to  any  Masonic 
body  turning  out  in  public  on  any  other  than  a  Masonic  occasion,  but  can 
see  no  impropriety  in  a  Chapter  appearing  as  a  Chapter.” 


Our  neighbor  and  respected  Companion,  Schultz,  quotes 
the  last  paragraph,  and  adds  : 

“  We  too,  fail  to  see  why  a  Chapter  may  not  appear  in  public  on  proper 
Masonic  occasions,  but  we  do  not  favor  as  he  (Comp.  Bowen)  does  elsewhere 
in  his  Report,  that  a  Chapter  may  have  a  burial  service.” 

“With  great  propriety  the  Chapter  or  Commandery  may  attend  the 
funeral  of  a  brother  who  has  been  active  and  zealous  in  the  interest  and 
welfare  in  each  of  the  three  departments,  but  the  beautiful  burial  service  of 
the  Lodge  alone  should  be  used.” 

In  Pennsylvania  the  only  Masonic  funeral  that  can  be  had 
must  be  conducted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  a  Subordinate 
Lodge.  “  A  Lodge  cannot  join  with  any  other  association  or 
society  in  the  performance  of  funeral  ceremonies.”  On  the 
death  of  a  Brother,  a  Masonic  funeral  does  not  necessarily 
follow ;  it  can  only  be  had  when  his  family  or  friends  desire 
that  he  should  be  interred  with  Masonic  ceremonies.  “  The 
Masonic  ceremonies  must  take  immediate  precedence  after  the 
religious  services,  and  when  they  have  been  performed  the 
Lodge  must  leave  the  grounds.” 

Comp.  Schultz  concurs  with  the  writer  of  this  review  in 
general  about  public  installations,  but  says:  “  There  are  times 
and  occasions  when  the  installations  of  a  Masonic  Body  in 
public  might  be  attended  with  good  to  the  fraternity,  but  we 
think  a  too  frequent  repetition  of  them  would  have  a  contrary 
effect.”  If  it  is  Masonic  to  install  in  public  sometimes,  why 
not  at  all  times  ?  In  the  records  of  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania, 
extending  back  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  years,  we 
have  never  found  a  single  instance  in  which  the  officers  of  the 


1 897 •  ] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


153 


Grand  or  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  were  installed  in  public. 
On  the  contrary,  the  laws  of  our  Grand  Lodge  make  public 
installations  impossible. 

The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  in  New  Jersey  presented  a 
request  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  a  dispensation  to  hold  a 
special  Convocation  of  his  Chapter  conjointly  with  two  other 

Chapters.  The  Grand  High  Priest  refused  the  request,  because 

» 

the  Constitution  does  not  confer  such  power  on  him.  We  are 
surprised  to  read  that  Comp.  Schultz  dissents  from  the  action 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  We  know  of  no  law  or  precedent 
in  Freemasonry  that  would  authorize  the  holding  of  such  a 
Convocation. 

The  authority  for  holding  a  Chapter  is  conferred  by  a 
warrant  issued  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Chapter.  The  power 
granted  is  to  hold  a  Chapter  only,  and  the  stations  of  a 
Chapter,  except  when  visited  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  must 
be  occupied  by  its  own  officers.  If  a  Convocation  of  two  or 
more  Chapters  could  be  permitted,  under  the  Charter  of  which 
Chapter  would  the  assemblage  meet  ?  Who  would  fill  the 
stations  and  places,  and  what  force  or  effect  would  its  deliver¬ 
ances  have  ? 

It  is  not  unusual  for  a  Chapter  in  Pennsylvania  to  invite 
the  officers  and  members  of  adjacent  Chapters  to  attend  a 
stated  or  special  Communication.  Visiting  Companions  are 
fittingly  recognized,  and  are  hospitably  entertained,  and  yet, 
while  most  fraternally  greeted,  they  are  only  visitors. 

W  e  are  unalterably  opposed  to  conventions  of  Masons,  save 
when  assembled  by  proper  authority  for  the  purpose  of  im¬ 
parting  instruction  in  the  work  of  Freemasonry.  If  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was  a  Subordinate  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  each  individual  Chapter  could  have  taken 
such  action  as  it  pleased  concerning  the  Centennial  of  the 
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General  Grand  Chapter,  but  no  assemblage  of  two  or  more 
Chapters  for  that  purpose  would  have  been  permitted.  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  no  remarks  here  made  are  to  be  construed 
into  a  reflection  on  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  While 
Pennsylvania  does  not  choose  to  yield  its  sovereignty  to  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  the  officers  of  that  body  have,  on 
many  occasions,  been  cordially  welcomed  to  our  Grand 
Chapter,  and  have  accepted  suck  fraternal  hospitality  as  we 
were  able  to  extend. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  writer  to  again  welcome  Comp. 
Schultz  to  our  Grand  Chapter,  this  time  on  the  occasion  of 
the  celebration  of  its  One  Hundredth  Anniversary,  November 
23d,  1895.  He  was  in  a  goodly  company  from  u  My  Mary¬ 
land,”  and  we  were  glad  to  greet  our  neighbors  and  Com¬ 
panions.  Our  Companion  writes  a  brief  account  of  the 
ceremonies  of  that  great  occasion. 

Our  Companion,  in  quoting  from  the  Report  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  1895,  page  347,  writes:  “Freemasonry  not  only  con¬ 
fers  rights  but  enjoins  them.”  We  wrote:  “Freemasonry 
not  only  confers  rights  but  enjoins  duties.” 

His  comments,  which  we  heartily  endorse,  were : 

“  A  Companion  who  refuses  or  neglects  to  pay  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  dues 
forfeits  his  membership  rights  ;  so  far,  therefore,  we  are  in  perfect  agree¬ 
ment  with  Comp.  Africa.” 

Comp.  Schultz  does  not  agree  with  our  method  of  dealing 
with  a  Companion  irregularly  or  unlawfully  made.  In  1895, 
page  348,  we  stated  in  brief  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction  cover¬ 
ing  such  a  case,  and  it  need  not  be  repeated  here.  The  Con¬ 
stitution  of  our  Grand  Chapter  points  out  the  method  for 
obtaining  degrees  and  membership  in  a  Chapter.  All  the 
requirements  must  be  observed.  If  they  are  not,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  are  null  and  void.  Our  regulations  may  seem  harsh 
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to  Comp.  Schultz,  but  they  protect  the  Chapters  from  the 
admission  of  inferior  workmen  who,  by  the  negligence  or 
connivance  of  Secretaries,  might  be  foisted  upon  them. 

Our  Border  Jurisdiction,  in  which  Pennsylvania  has  not 
lost  its  paternal  interest,  reports  eighteen  Chapters  at  work, 
and  1764  members,  a  net  increase  of  102  members  over  the 
preceding  year.  We  are  not  inclined  to  be  vain-glorious,  but 
we  are  impelled  to  remark  that  we  could  name  a  pair  of 
Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  whose  combined 
membership  exceeds  that  of  all  the  Chapters  of  Maryland. 

We  extend  to  our  Companions  of  Maryland  our  most 
fraternal  greetings. 

Comp.  Wm.  H.  Shryock,  Baltimore, 

M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  George  E.  McCahan,  Baltimore, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  pamphlet  containing  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  A.  D. 
1897,  A.  I.  2427,  is  embellished  with  a  portrait  on  steel  of 
Comp.  Frederick  T.  Comee,  who  served  as  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1885,  1886  and  1887.  At  the  first  Quarterly  Convocation, 
held  at  Boston  March  9th,  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  was  cordially 
welcomed  as  a  visitor.  At  the  second  Quarterly,  on  June  8th, 
the  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  was  mentioned,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  be  requested  to  see  that  this  Grand  Chapter 
be  duly  represented,  and  that  fraternal  good-will  and  congrat- 
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illations  be  extended  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 
This  was  fitting  fraternal  action.  No  business  of  general 
importance  was  transacted  at  the  third  Quarterly,  held  Sep¬ 
tember  7th.  The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  December 
7th,  when  Companion  Harry  Hunt,  Grand  Lecturer,  exempli¬ 
fied  the  work  of  all  the  Chapter  Degrees,  after  which  the 
Grand  High  Priest  remarked  that  during  his  thirty  years  of 
membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter  he  had  never  seen  a  more 
perfect  and  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  work.  At  the  even¬ 
ing  Convocation  sixty-three  of  the  seventy-four  Chapters  were 
represented.  The  current  expenses  for  the  preceding  year 
were  $3,933.76  ;  deposited  in  Savings  Banks,  $1,204.43  ;  total, 
$5,138.19,  leaving  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  of 
$2,553.7°.  Including  this  balance,  the  cash  assets  amount  to 

#i3,598-95- 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Seranus  Bowen,  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  his  well-considered  and  terse  address,  said  : 

“  The  close  of  another  year  brings  us  together  again  in  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  to  review  our  work  and  to  consider  what  should  be  done  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction.  We  have  abundant 
reason  for  thankfulness  for  the  great  measure  of  prosperity  that  has  attended 
our  labors  in  the  past,  and  for  encouragement  to  press  forward  with  per¬ 
sistent  vigor  for  maintaining  and  advancing  the  high  standard  of  excellence 
already  attained.” 

These  remarks  of  his  can  be  read  with  profit  by  every  Com¬ 
panion  from  Maine  to  California  : 


“  Besides  the  Exemplifications,  which  are  always  given  at  our  Annual  Con¬ 
vocations,  ten  of  the  twelve  Districts  have  held  District  Exemplifications.  I 
have  attended  all  but  one  of  these,  and  am  sure  that  a  very  noticeable  advance 
has  been  made  in  the  correct  and  effective  rendition  of  the  work.  I  have 
seen  Chapters  at  these  Exemplifications  work  a  Degree  with  almost  absolute 
precision  and  with  such  a  correct  understanding  of  the  full  meaning  of  the 
language  of  the  Ritual  as  to  be  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  I  feel  sure 
that  a  laudable  spirit  of  emulation  will  induce  other  Chapters  to  follow  in 
their  footsteps.  Nothing  adds  so  much  to  the  interest  in  and  influence  of 
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the  Chapter  as  a  dignified,  correct  and  intelligent  rendition  of  the  work. 
See  to  it.  Companions,  that  your  own  influence  is  used  in  your  Chapters  for 
such  work  ;  and,  if  you  do,  we  may*  surely  look  for  such  an  era  of  prosperity 
and  success  among  the  Chapters  as  has  not  heretofore  been  seen.” 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  with  the  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Pollard,  attended  the  Cen- 
tennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  in  June  and  the 
Centennial  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  October  12th,  in 
Baltimore,  and  he  attests  the  hospitality  of  the  Companions 
of  our  adjoining  Jurisdiction.  He  describes  the  bronze 
medal  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  Centennial  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  legend  thereon,  “  Boston, 
Oct.  24th,  r/97 ;  Hartford,  Jan.  26th,  1798;  Baltimore, 
Oct.  12th,  1897.”  We  assume  that  “Pennsylvania,  Nov.  23d, 
1 795,”  the  oldest  Grand  Chapter  on  the  Continent,  was  not 
noticed  by  our  Companions  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  a 
constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  While  we  are 
tenacious  in  asserting  our  greater  antiquity  as  a  Grand  Chapter, 
we  will  not  permit  even  our  venerable  age  from  cherishing 
the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  feelings  for  our  esteemed  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  those  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  Maryland,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

Our  esteemed  Companion,  Seranus  Bowen,  was  re-elected 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  and  was  duly  installed 
and  proclaimed  as  such.  It  appears,  from  the  record,  that 
all  the  other  officers,  to  and  including  the  Excellent  Grand 
Tyler,  were  installed.  In  Pennsylvania  only  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  King,  Scribe,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  are 
installed.  The  Centennial  Committee  reported  a  part  of  the 
exercises,  and  that  a  medal  would  be  prepared. 

In  Massachusetts  Chapters  are  not  numbered  as  with  us. 
They  are  distinguished  by  names  only.  On  the  roster  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  St.  Andrews,  warranted  August  28th,  1769,  at 
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Boston,  appears  to  be  the  oldest  Chapter.  It  has  671  members. 
The  seventy-four  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction  have  15,132 
members,  giving  an  average  of  over  204  to  each. 

Under  the  heading  Necrology,  the  Companions  who  died 
during  the  year  are  named  under  the  sub-heads  of  the 
Chapters  of  which  they  were  members.  This  makes  a  good 
historical  record,  which  could  be  made  more  valuable  by  add¬ 
ing  the  date  of  each  death. 

Comp.  Seranus  Bowen,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  wrote  the 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  it  being  his  seventh 
message.  As  “Arkansas  ”  belongs  under  the  sub-division  of 
our  Committee  to  our  respected  Chairman,  the  writer  does  not 
see  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  Jurisdiction. 
Comp.  Bowen  quoted  from  the  Report  on  Correspondence. 
We  reproduce  a  paragraph  from  his  quotation  : 


“  The  General  Grand  Chapter  has  no  power  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
any  revenue,  and  assessments  are  voluntarily  paid  in.  The  General  Grand 
Chapter  Ritual  has  been  adopted  by  only  a  few  Grand  Chapters.  We  cannot 
understand  why  so  many  correspondents  contend  for  “Power”  for  the 
General  Grand  Chapter.  It  has  no  power  over  anybody,  or  anything,  except 
territory  not  occupied  by  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  over  Subordinate  Chapters 
in  such  territory  it  has  the  same  powers  as  a  State  Grand  Chapter  ;  no  more, 
no  less.  These  questions  have  been  discussed  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
time  and  again,  and  always  so  settled,  and  clearly  so  stated  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  As  an  ‘  advisory  board,’  or  arbitration  board,  its  deliverances  are 
entitled  to  the  most  profound  respect.” 

Under  Pennsylvania,  brief  mention  is  made  of  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  several  Communications  in 
1896,  and  he  quotes  liberally  and  approvingly  from  the 
addresses  of  the  retiring  and  incoming  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priests  and  from  the  Report  on  Correspondence. 


Only  one  of  the  seventy-four  Chapters  has  a  membership  of 
less  than  fifty.  This  fact  attests  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand 
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Chapter  in  granting  Charters  only  in  localities  where  they 
can  be  well  sustained,  and  many  other  Grand  Chapters  would 
do  well  to  observe  the  same  rule.  Chapters  weak  in  member¬ 
ship  generally  prove  a  burden  to  a  faithful  few. 

There  are  many  matters  in  this  courteous  and  able  review 
of  the  proceedings  of  forty-six  Grand  Chapters,  that  we  could 
refer  to  wdth  pleasure  and  profit,  but  owing  to  the  late  day  at 
which  it  was  received,  time  will  not  permit  a  more  extended 
notice. 

Comp.  Skranus  Bowen,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  J.  Albert  Blake,  28  School  Street,  Boston, 

R.  E.  Gra?id  Secretary . 


MICHIGAN. 

At  the  City  of  Saginaw,  on  the  19th  and  20th  days  of 
January,  A.  D.,  1897,  A.  I.  2427,  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction  held  its  Forty-Eighth 
Annual  Convocation,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  its 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Chapters  represented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Eon  B.  Winsor, 
delivered  an  interesting  address  covering  many  topics  of  local 
concern.  Of  the  state  of  the  Craft  he  said  : 

“  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous 
one  with  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  although  it  has  been  the  year 
that  occurs  in  this  country  once  in  every  four,  when  the  chief  thought  and 
attention  of  most  of  our  people  seem  to  be  devoted  to  political  affairs,  and 
added  thereto,  it  has  also  been  a  year  of  extreme  business  depression  and 
commercial  concern  ;  still  the  lights  have  continuously  burned  about  our 
altars  and  the  craftsmen  have  steadily  persevered  in  their  labors. 

“While  we  have  not  any  ‘record  breaking’  as  to  the  number  of  com¬ 
panions  exalted  by  a  Chapter  at  any  one  convocation,  or  even  in  the  number 
of  companions  exalted  in  any  one  Chapter  during  the  year,  to  boast  of,  still 
we  can  report  a  good  healthy,  stead)’,  prosperous  growth  all  along  the  line. 
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“  Clouds  have  occasionally  risen  upon  the  horizon,  hut  there  has  been  no 
serious  storm,  and  we  come  to  this  annual  convocation,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware  with  the  utmost  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  throughout  the 
confines  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

He  paid  suitable  tributes  to  tbe  memory  of  deceased 
Companions  of  his  own  Jurisdiction,  and  noted  the  deaths  of 
Officers  and  Past  Officers  of  sister  Grand  Chapters.  Numerous 
communications  from  Grand  High  Priests  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  were  received,  requesting  an  exchange  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  all  of  which  he  replied  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Michigan  had  always  refused  to  recognize  the  Represen¬ 
tative  system.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  still 
follows  the  custom  of  exchanging  Representatives,  but  the 
Grand  Lodge  abandoned  it  some  years  ago. 

From  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest’s  report  of  his  doings 
during  the  preceding  year,  it  is  evident  that  he  considered 
and  dispatched  a  large  volume  of  business. 

The  receipts,  including  the  balance  on  hand  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  were  $9,483. 28.  The  expenditures  were  $5, 1 70. 20, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $4,313.08  on  hand.  A  resolution  was 
adopted  directing  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  be  paid  $500  and 
mileage,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  mile,  for  the  succeeding 
year,  and  that  he  shall  visit  all  the  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  There  are  127  Chapters,  with  a  membership  of  13,064.. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Comp. 
Jefferson  S.  Conover.  Under  California,  he  notes  the  fact  that 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  that  Jurisdiction,  in  his  address 
delivered  to  the  Grand  Chapter  in  April,  1896,  devotes  a  large 
part  of  it  to  the  “  Cerneau  Rite.”  Pennsylvania  never  dallies 
or  temporizes  with  heresies.  Any  body  within  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  that  does  not  recognize  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter,  is  promptly 
branded  “  Clandestine,”  and  the  members  thereof  must  sever 
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their  connection  with  such  Clandestine  organization,  or  be 
expelled  from  their  respective  Lodges  and  Chapters. 

The  chief  offender  in  California  appeared  to  be  Granville 
A.  Frambes,  a  member  of  Oceana  Chapter,  No.  56,  at  Pent- 
water,  Michigan,  who  then  was  a  resident  within  the  Juris¬ 
diction  of  Sacramento  Chapter  No.  3.  By  direction  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Adolphus  Hewel,  that  Chapter 
preferred  charges  against  Comp.  Frambes,  which  were 
transferred  to  Stockton  Chapter,  No.  28,  for  trial.  After  trial, 
Frambes  was  found  guilty,  and  he  was  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  The  Grand 
Chapter  approved  the  action  of  Stockton  Chapter,  No.  28,  and 
instructed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  notify  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Michigan  thereof. 

Frambes,  finding  his  occupation  gone  in  California,  dimitted 
from  the  Michigan  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  was 
more  recently  engaged  in  Ohio  in  organizing  Lodges  under 
the  authority  of  the  Clandestine  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State.. 

We  read  under  Colorado,  much  to  our  surprise,  that  there — 


“  The  fact  of  a  Master  Mason  dimitting  from  his  Lodge  does  not  affect  his 
status  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.” 

The  foundation  may  be  removed,  and  yet  the  superstructure 
remains  ! 

Under  Illinois,  we  are  informed  that  a  Chapter  can  be- 
opened  in  that  Jurisdiction  and  business  transacted,  in  the 
absence  of  the  written  Charter.  Such  is  not  the  law  in 
Pennsylvania.  A  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Grand: 
Chapter,  requiring  all  Chapters  to  make  detailed  statements, 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  their  financial  condition.  This  is  a 
wise  requirement,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  will  be  enabled' 
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thereby  to  inspect  and  supervise  the  receipts  and  expendi¬ 
tures  of  its  constituents. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Indiana  protests  in  very  decided 
language  against  the  indulgence  in  levity  on  the  part  of 
Companions  during  the  conferring  of  degrees.  He  found  that 
printed  rituals  were  being  made  and  sold,  but  was  unable  to 
locate  the  parties  engaged  in  the  work.  If  Grand  Chapters 
will  sanction  or  permit  the  esoteric  work  to  be  committed  to 
writing,  printing,  or  cipher,  they  may  expect  it  to  become 
common  property. 

Comp.  Conover  notes  the  disapproval  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Allen,  of  Louisiana,  of  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  and  the  brevity  of  Comp.  Duncan’s  Report  on 
Correspondence  of  that  Jurisdiction,  in  condensing  notices  of 
the  proceedings  of  forty-eight  Grand  Chapters  within  the  space 
of  less  than  twenty-seven  pages.  This  case  is  extreme  in  con¬ 
densation,  but  we  think  the  greatest  error  is  in  expansion. 
Probably  much  that  is  written  in  the  reports  might  as  well 
have  remained  unwritten.  He  refers  to  the  remarks  of  Grand 
High  Priest  Stearns,  of  Maine  (1895),  about  some  person  in 
Massachusetts  offering  to  sell  rituals  in  Maine,  and  after 
advising  the  latter  Jurisdiction  to  furnish  Chapters  with 
authorized  cipher  rituals,  adds  : 

“  I  am  aware  that  this  little  comment  will  furnish  a  text  for  violent 
assault  by  a  number  of  distinguished  correspondence  writers,  who  honestly 
believe  that  the  printed  cipher  rituals  are  an  invention  of  the  devil  himself, 
and  will  consign  every  person  using  them  to  the  warm  regions  over  which 
he  presides ;  but  if  such  be  the  case  what  is  going  to  become  of  that  large 
army  who  are  forbidden  and  yet  surreptitiously  obtain  and  use  unauthorized 
printed  rituals  ?” 

We  are  of  the  number  who  believe  that  the  committing  of 
any  part  of  the  esoteric  work  of  Free  Masonry  to  writing, 
printing  or  cipher,  is  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
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ancient  usa^e  and  custom  of  the  Fraternity,  not  to  sav 
violation  of  one  of  the  fundamental  principles.  Pennsylvania 
does  not,  nor  never  did,  permit  the  use  of  any  such  contriv¬ 
ances.  All  instruction  must  be  oral.  We  exonerate  the 
devil  from  any  responsibility  for  contriving  or  promulgating 
the  rituals  with  which  the  press  has  flooded  the  country. 

Under  Massachusetts,  Comp.  Conover  notes  the  statement 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  (1895),  that  he  had  attended 
the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  he  received  a  truly  Masonic  welcome.  We  venture  to 
add  that  Pennsylvania  does  not  permit  any  Grand  Chapter  to 
excel  it  in  extending  true  Masonic  hospitality  to  any  officers 
of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  who  may  favor  it  with  their 
presence.  Minor  differences  disappear  at  the  threshold  of  our 
Temple. 

Under  Minnesota,  1896,  we  find  : 

“The  roll  of  members  of  this  Grand  Body  will  be  called  promptly  at 
10  A.  M. ,  and  again  at  3  p.  m.  The  rule  laid  down  as  to  per  diem  will  be 
strictly  enforced,  and  no  member  who  does  not  answer  roll-call  at  each 
session  will  be  allowed  his  per  diem  for  said  second  day’s  session.” 


Whereupon  Comp.  Conover  remarks  : 

“  So  the  Minnesota  Masons  are  just  like  those  in  Michigan.  Sure  to  be 
present  at  first  roll-call,  and  then  again  when  the  time  to  pay  off  has  come. 
Between  these  times,  where  are  they  ?  Echo  answers,  Where  ?  Comp.  Boyce 
‘is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  the  backbone  to  tackle  this  evil  practice 
and  endeavor  to  stamp  it  out.” 

As  the  Masonic  world  knows,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  meets  statedly  five  times  annually,  in  four  Quarterly 
and  one  Annual  Grand  Communication.  Xo  member  is  paid 
either  per  diem  or  mileage  for  attendance.  The  members  who 
attend  are  there  without  hope  of  “reward.” 

Our  Companion  courteously  notes  the  large  volume  of 
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Missouri,  1896,  containing  much  matter  pertaining  to  the 
Semi-Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  Jurisdiction. 
Under  Montana,  he  records  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
required  that  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  must  be  affiliated 
with  a  Blue  Lodge,  a  requirement  in  accordance  with  the  law 
of  Pennsylvania.  Under  Nevada,  1896,  we  find  that  the 
Grand  High  Priest  argued  against  the  value  of  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  but  that  the  Grand  Chapter  did  not  abolish  the 
system.  Although  it  is  still  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  our  own  individual  opinion 
is  that  it  is  productive  of  no  good,  and  might  as  well  be 
abolished. 

Under  Missouri  and  North  Dakota,  we  find  that  in  inter¬ 
ludes  of  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  ladies,  officers  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  appeared,  and  in  one  case  made 
an  address,  and  in  the  other  presented  the  Grand  High  Priest 
a  bouquet  of  flowers.  What  in  the  name  of  Hiram  Abiff  have 
our  lovely  sisters  to  do  with  Free  Masonry? 

Comp.  Conover  quotes  M.  E.  Grand  Master  Bromwell,  of 
Ohio,  as  saying  that  he  attended  the  Centennial  Celebration 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  mentions 
the  same  in  the  highest  praise ;  also  that  he  decided  that  a 
Master  Mason,  one  of  whose  limbs  had  been  partially  ampu¬ 
tated,  and  who  used  an  artificial  limb  perfectly,  is  not  dis¬ 
qualified  to  receive  the  Chapter  Degrees.  Without  knowing 
the  facts  of  this  particular  case,  we  would  say  that  the  Brother 
could  not,  in  Pennsylvania,  receive  the  Capitular  Degrees. 

Comp.  Conover  writes  thus  of  Pennsylvania : 


“  It  is  no  small  task  to  review  the  ponderous  journal  of  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  year  1895.  It  is  a  great  book  of  over 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  filled  from  cover  to  cover  with  most  interest- 
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ing  matter,  the  most  prominent  of  which  is  the  centennial  celebration  of 
that  Grand  Chapter,  which  occurred  during  that  year. 

^  ^  •X’  ^  ^ 

“  The  event  of  importance  in  that  year  to  Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  world,  was  the  centennial 
celebration,  which  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Philadelphia,  No¬ 
vember  23d,  1895.  There  were  present  on  this  occasion  large  numbers  of 
the  most  prominent  craftsmen  of  the  Union,  in  addition  to  those  of  that 
jurisdiction,  and  the  celebration  consisted  of  a  reception,  historical  addresses, 
banquet  and  toasts.” 

He  makes  copious  quotations  from  the  address  of  welcome 
delivered  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  and  notes  the  four  historical  addresses  delivered 
respectively  by  P.  G.  H.  Priest  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Comp. 
Wm.  J.  Kelly,  and  P.  G.  H.  Priests  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
and  James  S.  Barber,  and  adds  : 

“  These  Most  Excellent  Companions  traced  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  from  its  organization  in  1795  through  the  one  hundred  years  of  its 
history,  and  the  addresses  form  a  compilation  of  rare  value  in  that  jurisdic¬ 
tion  and  interesting  to  all  who  love  to  trace  Masonry  from  its  first  feeble 
existence  in  this  country  down  to  the  present  day. 

“  A  number  of  other  interesting  addresses  were  made,  one  byM.  E.  Comp. 
George  L.  McCahan,  General  Grand  High  Priest,  in  which  he  expresses  hope 
that  at  some  future  day  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  might  decide  to 
become  a  constituent  part  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Michigan  was 
not  represented  at  this  eventful  meeting,  but  a  letter  of  regret  and  congrat¬ 
ulations  from  our  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Blanchard,  was  read  and 
has  a  place  in  the  published  records. 

“  A  banquet,  which  followed  the  centennial  exercises,  and  which,  judging 
from  the  Grand  Secretary’s  record  thereof,  must  have  been  an  elaborate  affair, 
was  followed  by  post  prandial  speeches,  many  in  number  and  highly  inter¬ 
esting  in  character,  from  the  companions  who  were  present.  Where  there 
is  so  much  of  a  good  thing  spread  before  us  it  is  impossible  to  make 
selections  and  quotations  and  do  justice  to  any  part  thereof,  hence  we  do  not 
undertake  this  task. 

“  When  the  arrangements  were  made  for  celebrating  this  anniversary,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  caused  official  notices  thereof  to  be  sent  to  the  subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  and  suggested  that  appropriate  exercises,  commemorative  of 
this  great  occasion,  to  be  held  in  the  Chapters,  appropriate  addresses 
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delivered,  with  other  exercises  which  should  be  commemorative  of  this 
event.  Acting  on  the  suggestion  given,  thirty  of  the  Chapters  reported 
having  had  exercises  of  the  character  suggested,  and  detailed  reports  of  each 
one  are  included  in  the  record  of  this  celebration. 

“  The  progress  of  a  hundred  years  is  told  in  a  striking  manner  on  a  full 
page  steel  engraving,  showing  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1795  and  1895.” 

We  are  impelled  to  transfer  to  our  pages,  in  extenso ,  these 
remarks  of  Comp.  Conover,  because  they  are  eminently  fair 
and  therefore  fraternal. 

In  our  review  of  Michigan,  1895,  we  mentioned  the  fact 
that  Dispensations  were  asked  for  and  granted  to  Chapters  to 
receive  petitions,  ballot  for  candidates,  and  confer  degrees  at 
the  same  meeting,  and  we  stated  the  Constitutional  require¬ 
ment  in  Pennsylvania  in  cases  of  petitions  for  either  the 
degrees  or  membership,  as  to  what  shall  be  set  forth  in  the 
petitions,  how  they  shall  be  recommended,  the  action  to  be 
taken  by  the  Chapter  thereon,  etc.  Comp.  Conover  calls  our 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  proceedings  of  1896  action 
was  taken  by  which  that  Jurisdiction  requires  “  exactly  the 
same  thing  in  a  petition  ”  that  the  writer  claims  for  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  We  noted  the  new  regulation  of  Michigan  in  our  re¬ 
port  of  last  year. 

We  again  quote  our  Companion  : 


“There  are  some  tilings  done  in  other  jurisdictions  which  our  esteemed 
companions  in  Pennsylvania  look  upon  as  inventions  of  the  devil,  and 
likely  to  prove  the  ruin  of  all  that  is  good  in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 
Equally  as  wise,  sincere  and  earnest  companions  in  other  jurisdictions 
disagree  with  them.  Which  is  right  ?  This  remark  is  called  forth  by  a  part 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  correspondence  report  of  these  distinguished  com¬ 
panions,  which  reads  thus  :  ” 

We  omit  the  paragraphs  which  he  transcribes  from  the 
Report  of  our  Committee.  Any  one  who  desires  to  read  them 
is  directed  to  page  445  of  our  Report  for  1895,  or  to  page  127 
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of  Comp.  Conover’s  excellent  and  fraternal  review.  Without 
intending  to  offend  any  Companion,  we  repeat  with  emphasis 
our  views  of  the  evils  of  piiblic  installations  and  printed  rituals . 
In  the  Masonic  history  and  practice  of  Pennsylvania,  extend¬ 
ing  over  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  years,  such  things  were 
never  permitted. 

Comp.  Conover,  it  seems  to  the  writer,  strives  to  be  fair  to 
all  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions  whose  proceedings  were 
reviewed  by  him,  and  from  our  count  there  are  forty-seven, 
two  of  whose  reports  being  for  two  years.  He  does  not  appear 
to  be  in  accord  with  the  old-fashioned  notions  we  hold  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  as  Freemasonry  was  well  established  here 
when  Michigan  Territory  was  yet  the  habitation  of  the  native 
Americans,  we,  with  true  Masonic  charity,  overlook  his 
education  in  and  partiality  for  modern  innovations.  We 
.  quote  as  evidence  of  his  broad-mindedness,  the  concluding 
paragraphs  of  his  truly  fraternal  report : 

“  As  we  help  to  brighten  other  lives  by  our  own  good  deeds  and  unselfish 
acts,  so  we  do  our  part  in  exemplifying  to  the  world  the  noble  tenets  of  our 
profession,  and  making  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  a  power  for  good  in 
the  world. 

“  To  the  thirteen  thousand  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan,  I  extend  the 
brightest  greetings  of  this  glad  holiday  season.  With  my  Companions  of 
the  Reportorial  Guild,  I  clasp  hands  in  a  warm  grasp  of  brotherly  love,  both 
strong  and  true.  To  each  and  every  one  I  would  say,  in  those  words,  old 
but  ever  new : 

“  The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee.  The  Lord  cause  His  face  to  shine 
upon  thee  and  be  gracious  unto  thee.  The  Lord  lift  up  the  light  of  His 
countenance  upon  thee  and  give  thee  peace.” 


Among  the  seventeen  Grand  Officers,  with  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  a  Christian  name  is  not  repeated.  As  a  matter  of 
curiosity,  we  copy  the  Christian  names,  to  wit :  Charlie, 
Charles,  Frank,  Emerson,  Jefferson,  Francis,  Lewis,  Reuben, 
William,  Charles,  Horace,  John,  Michael,  Thomas,  James? 
Edward,  Martimer. 
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The  Annual  Convocation  for  1898,  the  Forty-Ninth,  will  be 
held  January  18th,  at  Grand  Rapids.  The  volume  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  before  us  contains  an  engraving  of  Comp.  L,ou  B. 
Winsor,  the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Charlie  Gay,  Big  Rapids, 

M .  £.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Coldwater, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 


MINNESOTA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  held  its  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  City  of 
St.  Paul,  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 
The  volume  of  proceedings  reached  the  Committee  so  near  * 
the  time  for  closing  this  Report,  that  we  cannot  give  it 
as  careful  a  perusal  as  we  would  otherwise  have  done.  Fifty- 
one  of  the  fifty-eight  Chapters  were  represented.  Comp. 
Oscar  E.  Cutter,  Deputy  and  Acting  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  following  paragraph,  found  in  the  address  of  the  Act¬ 
ing  Grand  High  Priest,  we  cordially  approve : 

‘  ‘  It  is  understood  to  be  the  ‘  design  of  the  Masonic  Institution  ’  in  all  its 
branches  to  ‘  make  its  votaries  wiser,  better,  and  consequently  happier,  ’  and 
anything  that  in  the  least  detracts  from  or  interferes  with  the  consummation 
of  that  design  has  no  more  place  in  Capitular  than  in  Symbolic  Masonry.  I 
regret  to  say,  that  in  some  Chapters,  on  some  occasions,  features  are  intro¬ 
duced  which  produce  impressions  upon  the  candidates  directly  the  reverse 
of  what  is  intended  by  the  ritual.  There  is  no  place  in  Masonry  for 
brutality,  or  for  anything  that  will  offend  the  sensibilities  of  gentlemen,  and 
it  approaches  very  near  sacrilege  to  follow  or  connect  the  beautiful  invoca¬ 
tions  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  with  actions  which  savor  of  buffoonery. 
Candidates  are  supposed  to  be  exalted  ;  nothing  should  be  done  to  lead  them 
to  think  that  they  are  being  degraded.  Action  has  been  taken  by  this  Grand 
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Chapter  intended  to  prohibit  invocations  of  the  character  alluded  to,  but 
sentiment  in  the  Chapters  seems  hardly  strong  enough  to  enforce  it.  The 
august  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch  is  not  surpassed  in  impressiveness  and 
importance  by  any  degree  in  the  whole  system  of  Masonry.  Let  High 
Priests,  then,  remember  the  charge,  to  ‘  preserve  the  solemnity  of  our  cere¬ 
monies,  and  to  behave  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  reverence.’  Let 
them  frown  down  any  attempt  at  improper  additions  or  embellishments  to 
the  work.  Then,  indeed,  will  our  Chapters  become,  as  they  are  intended  to 
be,  as  ‘  beautiful  as  the  Temple,  peaceful  as  the  ark,  and  sacred  as  its  most 
holy  place.’  ” 


The  other  portions  of  this  business-like  address  refer  chiefly 
to  matters  of  local  concern. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  learn  that  all 
of  the  Chapters  made  returns,  and  that  the  membership  is 
4,776,  a  net  gain  of  19  over  last  v^ear.  The  expenses  for  the 
year  were  $3,534-79  5  balance  in  the  Treasury,  $7,547.47.  A 
resolut  ion  was  adopted  directing  the  M.  E-  Grand  High  Priest, 
after  each  Annual  Convocation,  to  divide  the  Jurisdiction  into 
fifteen  districts  for  the  purpose  of  visitation,  and  assign  to 
each  district  a  Past  High  Priest  who  shall  visit  the  Chapters 
in  his  district,  and  make  report  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  as 
to  their  condition,  manner  of  working,  keeping  of  records, 
etc.  Appendix  F.  contains  the  names  of  deceased  Companions, 
the  names  and  numbers  of  the  Chapters  of  which  they  were 
members,  and  the  dates  of  their  death,  which  makes  it  a  record 
of  great  value. 

The  Chapter  greatest  in  numerical  strength  is  No.  9,  at 
Minneapolis,  which  reported  642  members.  Three  other 
Chapters  have  over  200  members  each  ;  six  have  100  or  over, 
all  the  rest  report  less  than  100  members  each. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  production 
of  Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee.  It  is  his  eighth  annual  greeting, 
and  we  learn  from  it  that  Colorado  has  voted  not  to  print  the 
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names  of  Chapter  members  as  was  heretofore  done,  and  that 
Delaware  opposes  the  Grand  Representative  system.  Under 
Georgia,  we  read  : 

“At  an  election  held  for  High  Priest  after  ballot  had  been  closed  and 
counted,  the  result  was  found  to  be  as  follows:  ‘A’  received  six  votes  ;  ‘  B  > 
five,  and  ‘  C  ’  one.  The  presiding  officer  then  stated  that  he  had  not  voted, 
and  votes  for  ‘  A,’  and  thus  declared  ‘  A  ’  elected.  Was  ‘  A  ’  elected  legally  ?” 

“Held,  That  all  ballots  for  election  must  be  in  writing  and  counted  by 
the  tellers,  so  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  vote 
after  the  ballot  is  closed  and  counted  out.  The  High  Priest  has  no  more 
right  in  the  premises  than  any  one  else,  hence  he  could  not  vote  nor  change 
the  result  ;  ‘  A  ’  not  having  received  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast,  could  not 
have  been  declared  elected,  and  his  election,  therefore,  is  declared  illegal.” 

“O.  Can  a  High  Priest  resign  during  his  term  of  office  ?  ” 

“A.  No.” 

These  decisions  accord  with  the  views  of  sound  Masonic 
law  held  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  they  are  reprinted  for  the 
benefit  of  our  Companions.  These  amazing  utterances  are 
found  under  Iowa : 

“  Four  hundred  copies  of  their  Ritual  (Hindoo)  were  printed  at  a  cost  of 
$114,  and  put  on  sale  at  fifty  cents  each.  Action  was  again  postponed  on  the 
abandonment  of  the  Cryptic  degrees.  The  evening  was  spent  happily  with 
the  ladies.  There  were  speeches  and  music.” 

Spirit  of  Ancient  Masonry !  What  are  we  coming  to  ? 
Hindoo  Rituals  !  Cryptic  Degrees  ! !  The  evening  spent 
happily  with  the  ladies  !  ! ! 

While  we  may  be  infringing  upon  the  domain  of  another 
member  of  the  Committee,  we  are  impelled  to  extract  from 
the  review  of  Kansas  the  following  paragraph  from  the 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  that  Jurisdiction,  every 
sentiment  of  which  we  cordially  endorse  : 

“  We  represent  an  institution  that  has  enriched  the  thought  and  sentiments 
of  the  world  ;  that  has  smoothed  the  rough  and  rugged  paths  of  life  for 
millions  ;  that  has  rifted  the  skies  above  humanity  and  thrown  wide  open 
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a  door  into  a  larger  and  grander  life.  We  take  the  candidate  from  Symbolic 
Masonry,  who  has  been  raised  out  of  the  perishable  material  into  the  imper¬ 
ishable  spiritual  existence,  and  teach  him  how  to  work,  how  to  rule,  how  to 
pray,  and  how  to  die.  In  all  our  labors  for  novices  and  one  another,  we  are 
aiming  at  the  construction  of  character.  Masonry  is  an  illustrated  compen¬ 
dium  of  the  human  heart  and  human  experience.  Masonry  has  stereotyped 
the  existence  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Masonry  has  opened  the 
Holy  Bible  on  its  altars,  and  bids  defiance  to  theological  controversy  or 
scientific  speculation  to  change  or  remove  it.  Masonry  has  taken  the  dis¬ 
coveries  of  all  ages,  in  act,  science,  architecture,  poetry  and  literature,  and 

> 

symbolized  them  in  character  and  manhood.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Kansas  decided  that  a  Com¬ 
panion,  clear  of  the  books  and  not  under  charges,  is  entitled 
to  a  dimit  without  a  vote  of  the  Chapter,  and  when  it  is 
declared  granted,  he  at  once  becomes  unaffiliated,  and  can 
regain  membership  only  by  petition  and  ballot.  The  Grand 
Chapter  did  not  sustain  the  decision.  The  decision  was 
correct.  “  Dimit  ”  is  a  word  not  used  in  Pennsylvania 
Masonry.  A  member  of  a  Chapter,  if  clear  of  dues  and 
charges,  can  u  resign  ”  his  membership  without  any  action  of 
the  Chapter  thereon,  and  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  of 
resignation  without  charge.  His  resignation  in  such  a  case 
severs  his  connection  with  the  Chapter. 

In  Kentucky  a  new  Chapter  was  started  Under  Dispensa¬ 
tion,  at  Morganfield,  and  their  officers  publicly  installed  in  the 
Court  House.  To  the  credit  of  our  valued  fellow-worker, 
Comp.  Montgomery,  he  said  of  this  public  show  : 

“We  do  not  believe  in  installing  the  officers  of  any  U.\  D.\  body, 
much  less  in  doing  it  in  a  public  manner.  They  were  said  to  have  the 
most  complete  and  handsome  outfit  in  the  way  of  robes  and  paraphernalia, 
ever  seen,  and  thirty  petitions  were  balloted  on.  Wonder  if  their  splendid 
outfit  of  robes,  etc.,  had  anything  to  do  with  the  public  installation  ?  ” 

Under  Maine,  Comp.  Montgomery  writes : 


“  Twenty-one  pages  are  given  to  a  review  of  Pennsylvania  in  which  much 
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light  is  thrown  on  the  question  of  the  degree  of  Past  Master  and  public 
ceremonies  by  lodges  and  the  Grand  Podge,  sustaining  our  conclusion  of 
last  year  on  the  same  subject.  Comp.  Drummond  has  evidently  the  best  of 
the  argument  and  demonstrates  that  there  has  been  a  departure  from 
ancient  practice  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  from  universal  Masonic  usage.” 


Will  Comp.  Montgomery  specify  in  what  particular  Penn¬ 
sylvania  has  departed  from  its  ancient  usage  ? 

In  several  places  in  Comp.  Montgomery’s  excellent  review, 
he  touches  upon  “striking  from  the  roll,”  “suspension  from 
membership,”  and  “  suspension  from  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry  for  non-payment  of  dues,”  and  asks  “  In 
how  many  Jurisdictions  is  this  distinction  made?” 

For  the  information  of  our  Companion  and  the  Craft 
generally,  we  will  state  briefly  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction 
concerning  a  Companion  who  is  delinquent  in  the  payment  of 
dues : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  to  issue  to  all 
members  notices  for  all  stated  meetings.  He  is  required  in 
the  notice  of  the  stated  meeting  second  preceding  St.  John  the 
Evangelist’s  Day,  to  furnish  to  each  member  a  statement  of 
the  amount  due  by  him  to  the  Chapter  up  to  said  day,  in¬ 
clusive,  with  the  further  notice  that  if  the  same  be  not  paid 
on  or  before  the  stated  meeting  next  preceding  St.  John  the 
Evangelist’s  Day,  he  may  be  suspended.  If  the  dues  are  not 
paid  at  that  meeting,  the  delinquent  may  be  suspended,  or 
action  may  be  postponed  to  a  subsequent  meeting.  If  a  post¬ 
ponement  is  made,  notice  thereof,  signed  by  the  Secretary, 
with  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  attached,  must  be  sent  to  the 
member.  A  vote  of  suspension  camiot  be  taken  at  a  meeting  of 
which  the  delinquent  had  no  notice. 

If  a  member  who  failed  to  respond  to  due  notice  should  be 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  he  may,  on  the  payment 
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of  all  arrears,  be  restored  to  membership  within  one  year  after 
the  date  of  his  suspension,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present.  He  may,  either  before  or  after  the  one  year’s 
limit,  on  the  payment  of  all  arrears,  be  restored  to  good 
Masonic  standing  by  a  majority  vote,  but  this  vote  does  not 
restore  him  to  membership.  He  is  then  free  to  petition  the 
same,  or  any  other  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  for  member¬ 
ship,  or  elsewhere,  if  he  has  changed  his  residence. 

Suspensions  or  expulsions  from  a  Chapter  for  any  cause 
other  than  non-payment  of  dues  can  be  removed  only  by  the 
Grand  Chapter.  We  think  our  law  is  just  alike  to  the  Chapter 
and  its  constituents.  A  member  cannot  be  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues  until  after  due  notice.  When  suspended,  he 
is  given  full  opportunity  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of 
restoration  to  membership  within  one  year,  or  to  good  Masonic 
standing  at  any  time.  Certainly  our  law  is  framed  with  a  view 
of  the  utmost  fairness  to  the  delinquent,  whether  he  has  fallen 
in  arrears  through  neglect,  or  by  inability  to  pay  his  dues. 
“  Striking  from  the  roll  ”  is  not  known  in  Pennsylvania. 
Suspension  or  expulsion  can  be  made  only  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  Chapter. 

We  know  of  cases  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  where  unfortunate 
delinquent  members  were  carried  from  year  to  year,  in  the 
benevolent  hope  that  more  fortunate  circumstances  would  en¬ 
able  them  to  pay  their  arrears  and  obviate  the  stigma  of 
suspension.  In  several  instances  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
writer,  the  arrears  were  paid  in  full,  and  the  members  were 
accorded  the  last  rites  that  the  Fraternity  could  confer.  The 
outside  world  never  knew  of  their  temporary  delinquency.  In 
rare  cases  the  confidence  was  misplaced  and  the  members 
were  suspended. 

It  is  common,  if  not  general,  for  American  Jurisdictions, 
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especially  those  of  modern  creation,  to  throw  bricks,  if  noth¬ 
ing  heavier,  at  Pennsylvania,  because  of  her  conservatism  in 
Free  Masonry,  and  in  preferring  to  remain  Supreme  and 
Sovereign.  In  Symbolic  and  Capitular  Masonry  she  ante¬ 
dates  all  on  the  Continent,  and  believes  that  she  deals  as 
gently  in  the  spirit  of  true  Fraternity  with  the  members  who 
neglect  to  pay  their  dues,  and  is  as  mindful  of  their  rights,  as 
any  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  America.  If  we  are  in  error  we  are 
ready  to  admit  our  fault. 

Comp.  Montgomery  fraternally  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
Pennsylvania  for  1896.  Replying  to  our  review  of  Minnesota, 
he  writes  : 

“  He  says  that  with  them  the  work  has  never  been  lawfully  committed  to 
writing,  printing,  or  cipher.  All  the  instruction  in  the  work  is  oral.  So  it 
is  with  us.  He  asks  if  we  can  cite  a  case  of  public  installation  of  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  Officers  prior  to  sixty  years  ago.  No,  nor  at  any 
time  since.  It  is  only  the  subordinate  bodies  that  occasionally  indulge  in 
this,  so  far  as  we  know.” 


Regularly  organized  Free  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  dates 
back  almost  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  years.  It  cannot  be 
shown  that  at  any  time  during  that  period  any  Masonic 
Officers,  Grand  or  Subordinate,  were  lawfully  installed  in 
public.  A  public  installation  is  and  has  always  been  contrary 
to  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  law. 

Comp.  Montgomery  notes  our  objection  to  the  use  of  the 
word  u  Order  ”  as  applicable  to  Free  Masonry,  and  our  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  incorporation  of  Masonic  bodies  ;  also  that  in  this 
Jurisdiction  neither  Lodge  nor  Chapter  has  any  defined 
territorial  Jurisdiction. 

Our  Companion  presented  such  an  attractive  review  that 
we  have  spent  more  time,  at  this  late  day,  to  its  consideration 
than  we  felt  was  at  our  command.  Omitting  many  topics  that 
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we  would  like  to  refer  to,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  his 
report  is  fair  and  fraternal. 

In  conclusion,  tendering  our  most  fraternal  acknowledg¬ 
ments  to  our  dear  Companion,  we  would  add  that  his  valuable 
statistical  table  shows  that  in  North  America  there  are  over 
250,000  Capitular  Masons. 

Next  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held  at  St. 
Paul,  October  25th,  1898. 

Oscar  L.  Cutter,  Anoka,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  was  held  at  Biloxi,  February 
10th,  A.  D.  1897.  Eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  in 
attendance. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  James  T.  Harrison,  in 
his  modest,  but  very  brief  and  appropriate  address,  reported 
that — 

“  Not  a  single  decision  has  been  called  for,  while  the  few  dispensations 
granted  have  been  unimportant,  and,  best  of  all,  white-robed  Peace  has  spread 
her  protecting  wings  over  all  the  Chapters  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

“  And  yet  as  quietly,  but  as  surely  as  the  never-ceasing  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
sea,  Capitular  Masonry  has  progressed  within  our  borders.  Old  Chapters 
have  taken  on  new  interest,  and  three  whose  charters  have  long  been 
covered  with  the  dust  of  non-use,  will  knock  at  the  door  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  re-admission.” 


Three  Dispensations  were  granted  to  Chapters  to  ballot 
“  out  of  time  ”  on  petitions.  As  we  have  elsewhere  remarked, 
such  dispensations  could  not  be  issued  in  this  Jurisdiction. 
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The  methods  of  receiving,  referring,  reporting  and  balloting 
on  petitions  for  initiation  and  membership  are  prescribed  in 
the  Constitution,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest,  broad  as  his 
powers  are,  cannot  override  or  set  aside  a  Constitutional 
requirement.  The  right  of  every  member  of  a  Chapter  to 
have  due  notice  of  every  petition  presented  to  his  Chapter  is 
fully  recognized  in  this  Jurisdiction;  and  if  a  ballot  is  had  on 
a  petition  without  a  full  compliance  with  the  constitutional 
requisites,  it  will  be  set  aside.  Our  law,  we  think,  accords 
with  the  Ancient  Usages  and  Customs  of  Freemasonry,  and 
protects  the  Chapters  from  accepting  unworthy  material 
which  might,  in  the  absence  of  such  precautions,  be  received. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  granting  these 
dispensations  was,  according  to  the  printed  proceedings, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law.  We  find,  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Capitular  Law,  that  it  approves 
two  Dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time  on  petitions,  but 
disapproves  one  “  to  ballot  out  of  time  on  a  petition  and  to 
confer  the  Degrees.”  The  Committee  adds:  “The  Grand 
High  Priest’s  powers  to  grant  authority  to  confer  Degrees  out 
of  time  is  restricted  ******  to  occasions  when 
he  himself,  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  or  Grand  Lecturer, 
is  present.  This  may  have  been  the  case  in  the  instance  under 
consideration,  regarding  which  the  address  furnished  no  infor¬ 
mation.”  The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

It  appears  to  us  that  our  Companions  of  Mississippi  inter¬ 
pose  the  safeguard  at  the  wrong  place.  We  may,  however, 
be  in  error.  Our  Constitution  requires  a  petition  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  which,  after  performing  certain  duties,  shall  report 
at  the  next  or  a  subsequent  stated  meeting,  when  a  ballot  may 
be  had.  Notice  of  the  pending  petition  must  be  given  to  all 
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members  of  the  Chapter.  After  the  petitioner  has  been  ap¬ 
proved,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  may,  by  dispensation, 
authorize  the  Degrees  to  be  conferred  in  less  time  than  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Chapter  may  prescribe.  u  He  may  confer,  or 
cause  to  be  conferred  in  his  presence,  in  any  Chapter,  the 
Degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry ;”  but  if  the  recipient  had  not 
petitioned  a  Chapter  in  the  regular  way  and  been  approved, 
he  is  not  a  member  of  any  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  concludes  his  address  with  these 

\ 

paragraphs  : 


‘ 1  The  past  saw  us  lay  our  corner-stones.  The  present  is  the  hour  of  labor. 
The  future  shall  be  to  those  who  have  truly  ‘  wrought  in  quarries,’  an  eternity 
of  rest. 

“  Let  these  solemn  truths  sink  into  our  souls,  and  let  the  following  admo¬ 
nition  from  the  wisest  of  men  be  ever  our  guide  :  ‘  Let  us  hear  the  conclu¬ 

sion  of  the  whole  matter.  Fear  God,  and  keep  His  Commandments,  for  this 
is  the  whole  duty  of  man.’  ” 


The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  money  in  his 
hands  of  $953.07.  From  the  general  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Capitular  Law,  we  learn  that,  “  Where  a  candidate 
fails  to  come  forward  within  six  months,  his  election  is  void.” 
Such  is  our  law,  except,  “  If  the  six  months  shall  expire  at  a 
time  when  the  meetings  of  the  Chapter  are  omitted,  the  con¬ 
ferring  of  the  Degrees  may  take  place  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Chapter  which  shall  occur  thereafter.”  (The  meetings  in 
July  and  August  may  be  omitted  by  a  vote  of  the  Chapters.) 
The  Committee  added :  u  With  a  rejected  candidate  it  is 
different ;  then  jurisdiction  is  with  the  Chapter  which  rejected 
him.”  Such  is  the  law  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  to  the  second  point  presented  by  the  Committee,  we 
would  say  that  Chapters  in  Pennsylvania  have  no  defined  terri¬ 
torial  Jurisdiction.  A  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  in  his 
Lodge  may  present  a  petition  for  the  Capitular  Degrees  to 
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any  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  but  if  to  a  Chapter  not 
nearest  his  residence  (the  distance  to  be  measured  on  an  air 
line),  the  Chapter  nearest  his  residence  must  be  officially 
inquired  of,  and,  if  no  objection  is  made,  the  petitioner  may 
be  balloted  for. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  made  by  Comp. 
Phineas  M.  Savery,  and  contains  brief  reviews  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  forty-five  Grand  Chapters.  He  gives  a  pretty  full 
account  of  the  celebration  of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of 
the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  at  a 
Special  Communication  held  November  23d,  1895.  He  writes 
further,  that — 

“  Committee  on  Correspondence  consists  of  five  members,  and  as  they  are 
not  circumscribed  in  the  matter  of  space  or  expense,  they  present  a  most  ex¬ 
cellent  Report— Mississippi  for  1895 — one  of  the  number  reviewed.  Address 
of  Grand  High  Priest  vStarling,  and  report  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Fred. 
Speed  on  the  General  Grand  Chapter  have  fraternal  notice,  and  liberal 
quotations  are  made  therefrom.  Your  Committee  is  chided  for  announcing 
the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  who  is  yet  at  labor 
in  the  quarries  of  earth  and  bringing  up  acceptable  work.  We  regret  our 
mistake  in  one  sense,  but  yet  are  delighted  to  know  it  was  a  mistake,  and 
trust  there  will  be  many  a  design  placed  on  the  Capitular  trestle-board  by  the 
illustrious  Companion,  before  his  death  is  a  verity.” 


The  next  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held 
at  Water  Valley  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1898. 

Comp.  Frank  P.  Jinkins,  Aberdeen,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Comp.  J.  L.  POWER,  Jackson,  Grand  Secretary. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Fifty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Missouri  was  held  at  St.  Louis, 
April  22d,  A.  I).  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 
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M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Isaac  M.  Abraham,  in  his  address, 
congratulated  the  Grand  Chapter : 

‘  ‘  That  notwithstanding  the  commercial  depression  that  has  paralyzed 
industry,  and  hence  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  our  Chapters  have  enjoyed 
a  fair  degree  of  prosperity.  I  am  glad,  also,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the 
fact  that  you  can  look  about  you  here  and  see  so  many  of  the  faces  that  are 
familiar  to  this  Grand  Body.  ’  ’ 

» 

Under  the  head  of  Necrology  the  members  of  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  who  died  during  the  preceding  year  are  men¬ 
tioned.  The  name  of  P.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  Michael  Xisbet,  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  distorted  by  the  printer  into  Michael  West. 
It  is  noted  that  M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  H.  Saunders,  the  oldest 
living  Past  Grand  Master  of  Missouri,  who  died  during  the 
vear,  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty-four  vears. 

v  J  O 

Applications  for  Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  in 
less  time  than  is  allowed  by  law  were  properly  refused.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Comp.  Henry  J.  McCarthy,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
commissioned  as  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  Chapters 
Nos.  28,  102  and  105,  and  installed  the  officers  thereof. 

At  the  preceding  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  a  reso¬ 
lution  was  adopted  directing  that  each  out-going  Grand  High 
Priest  shall  receive  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  Jewel  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $100,  which  shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  of 
the  Grand  Chapter.  The  Grand  High  Priest  declined  to  act 
under  this  resolution  because  no  officer  was  designated  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  Jewel  ;  nor  when  or  by  whom  it  was  to  be  presented  ; 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  did  not  pass  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  payment.  He  also  thought  that  $100  was  a  large  sum 
to  expend  on  that  kind  of  ornamentation,  and  in  all  fairness  all 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  then  living  should  be  included. 
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This  part  of  his  address  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee, 
which  reported  that  it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  incur 
the  expense  necessary  to  provide  a  Jewel  for  all  Past  Grand 
High  Priests. 

Next  we  find  a  suggestion  : 

“  Whether  we,  as  a  Grand  Chapter,  are  growing  in  grace  and  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  truth  is  not  for  me  to  determine  ;  but  we  are  growing  in  num¬ 
bers,  and  I  think  investigation  would  reveal  that  fact  that  our  increase  is 
commensurate  with  the  growth  in  population  and  development  of  our  own 
proud  Commonwealth.  Our  habit  has  been  to  allot  one  day  to  the  transac¬ 
tion  of  the  business  of  this  Grand  Chapter  ;  hence,  it  is  found  necessary  to 
hurry  through  with  the  business  before  us,  thereby  incurring  the  possibility 
of  the  crude  kind  of  legislation  that  usually  marks  the  closing  hours  of  legis¬ 
lative  bodies.  Would  it  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  in  this  Grand  Body  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  having  our  Annual  Convocations  include  two  days  ?  ’  ’ 

Our  u  suggestion  ”  is  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri, 
and  that  many  other  Grand  Chapters  of  America,  should  revert 
to  the  ancient  rule  of  Quarterly  Communications,  as  is  yet 
observed  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  so  that  the 
business  of  a  year  may  not  be  crowded  into  a  single  day’s 
session. 

At  the  election,  all  the  officers  from  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  to,  and  including  R.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
were  chosen.  All  officers  of  lower  rank  were  appointed  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  Report,  we  learn  that  there  are 
97  Chapters  with  6,655  members. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
Comp.  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  and  is  his  eighteenth  deliverance.  It  cov¬ 
ers  1 31  pages,  and  includes  forty-five  Grand  Jurisdictions.  He 
notes  the  announcements  made  in  Grand  Chapter  of  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Nisbet,  and  that  of  our  former 
associate  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Comp.  John 
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P.  Clark,  and  quotes  largely  from  the  eulogium  on  the  life  of 
the  latter,  delivered  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Tennis. 

Our  Comp.  Mayo  wrote  : 

“From  the  following,  we  see  that  our  good  Companions  of  Pennsylvania 
still  cling  to  that  absurd  custom  of  conferring  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood 
as  a  prerequisite  to  sendee  of  one  as  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter : 

“All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood  having  retired,  Comp.  Charles  Crane,  Jr.,  was  duly  installed  as 
High  Priest  of  St.  John  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  232,  and  had  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  him. 

“  The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted. 

“We  wonder  what  some  of  our  Missouri  Masons  would  say  if  they  were 
asked  to  step  out  while  a  select  few  installed  the  High  Priest.” 

In  Pennsylvania  the  ceremony  of  Passing  the  Chair,  or,  as 
it  would  be  designated  in  some  other  Jurisdictions,  the  confer¬ 
ring  of  the  Past  Master’s  Degree,  is  performed  in  the  Lodge  in 
the  presence  of  Past  Masters  only,  and  following  the  same  pre¬ 
cedent,  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  is  conferred  in  the 
Chapter  in  the  presence  of  Past  High  Priests  only.  In  a 
Lodge,  when  a  degree  higher  than  Entered  Apprentices  or 
Fellow  Crafts  have  attained,  is  to  be  conferred,  Brethren  of 
these  degrees  must  retire,  and  they  can  re-enter  when  the 
Lodge  is  open  in  their  own  or  in  a  lower  degree.  The  same 
law  governs  the  Chapter,  and  we  assume  that  our  Companions 
of  Missouri  are,  practically,  in  accord  with  us.  If  E.  A.  or 
F.  C.  Masons  in  Missouri  are  asked  to  “  step  out  while  a 
select  few  ”  initiated  a  Brother  in  the  Master  Mason’s  Degree, 
why  should  Royal  Arch  Masons  be  allowed  to  be  present 
when  Companions  are  u  introduced,  anointed,  consecrated 
and  set  apart  to  the  Holy  Order  of  High  Priesthood.” 

The  difference  is  one  of  precedent,  if  not  of  Ancient 
Masonic  Law.  In  Pennsylvania,  as  already  stated,  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood  belongs  to  the  Chapter,  and  is  conferred 
by  it.  We  recognize  no  higher  grade  in  Ancient  Freemasonry. 
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In  Missouri  and  some  other  Jurisdictions  there  is  a  select  body 
of  “  Anointed  High  Priests,”  which  meets  periodically  and 
confers  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood.  This  organization  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  independent  of  and  above  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Such  an  association  could  not  exist  a  day  in  Pennsylvania. 
Our  Grand  Chapter  is  the  only  true  and  legitimate  source  over 
Capitular  Masonry  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  It  is  supreme  and  sovereign.  *  *  *  *  “  The 

Order  of  High  Priesthood  cannot  be  conferred  at  a  place 
other  than  the  Chapter  Hall,  and  only  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Chapter.”  And  a  Convocation  of  Anointed  High  Priests 
would  be  expelled  from  Pennsylvania  as  promptly  and  effectu¬ 
ally  as  Cerneauism  was. 

Comp.  Mayo  notes  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Communi¬ 
cation  (not  Convocation)  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  December 
28th,  1896,  and  quotes  three  decisions  of  the  retiring  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  Bartlett.  The  remarks  of  the  writer  con¬ 
cerning  M.  E.  Comp.  Haynie’s  decision  regarding  objections 
after  unanimous  ballot,  as  to  tl$e  visit  of  ladies  of  the  Eastern 
Star  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Report  of  Missouri’s 
Semi-Centennial  proceedings,  are  fully  noted  without  com¬ 
ment. 

There  are  many  matters  of  quotation  and  comment  in  our 
beloved  Comp.  Mayo’s  excellent  report  we  would  like  to  refer 
to,  but  other  demands  upon  our  time  are  so  imperative  that 
we  must,  reluctantly,  desist.  Missouri  is  a  great  and  growing 
Commonwealth,  and  our  prayer  is,  that  as  she  increases  in 
population  and  in  material  wealth,  her  sons  may  be  more  and 
more  inclined  to  study  the  fundamental  laws  of  Freemasonry, 
and  observe  them  in  letter  and  spirit. 

He  has  prepared  and  printed  a  tabulated  list  of  the  dates  of 
the  Convocations  of  all  the  Grand  Chapters  of  North  America, 
showing  the  dates  at  which  he  received  the  proceedings,  the 
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number  of  pages  contained  in  each  report,  and  the  number  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  summary  shows  208,950  members. 
He  reports  thirteen  Masonic  periodicals  received  and  placed 
on  file  in  his  Secretariate  in  the  Security  Building,  St.  Louis, 
extending  from  Rhode  Island  to  California,  received  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri, 
but  we  fail  to  note  “  The  Keystone,”  of  Philadelphia,  now  in 
its  thirty-first  year,  and  the  oldest  Masonic  periodical  on  the 
Continent,  among  the  number. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  before  us,  containing  about  194 
pages,  creditable  to  the  Jurisdiction,  is  embellished  with  a  por¬ 
trait  of  Comp.  Dr.  Isaac  M.  Abraham,  who  served  in  1896 
and  1897  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  From  a  sketch  of  his 
life  on  page  63,  we  learn  that  he  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Fayette  County  June  28th,  1827.  This 
information  enables  us  to  supplement  our  remarks  of  last 
year,  and  to  state  that  five  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of 
Missouri  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

There  is  much  more  we  would  like  to  write  about  Missouri 
and  its  accomplished  Secretary  and  Reporter  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence,  but  time  and  circumstances  forbid.  In 
essentials  we  agree,  in  non-essentials  we  disagree.  The  next 
Convocation  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Thursday,  April  25th, 
1898,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Comp.  Wm.  F.  Kuhn,  of  Chapter  No.  102, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  of  Chapter  No.  1,  St.  Louis, 

R.  E.  Gra?id  Secretary. 
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MONTANA. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  A.  D.  1897,  A.  I.  2427,  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction  held  its  Eighth 
Annual  Convocation  in  the  City  of  Helena,  at  which  all  of  its 
fourteen  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  following  abstracts  are  taken  from  the  address  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Richard  H.  Wearing  : 

‘  ‘  Another  mile-stone  of  onr  Masonic  pathway  has  been  passed  and  once 
more  upon  our  Holy  Altar  we  rekindle  the  fires  of  hope  and  charity.  Once 
more  in  the  Providence  of  Almighty  God  we  are  permitted  to  assemble  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions,  to  render  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  and 
to  legislate  for  the  future. 

‘  ‘  These  annual  convocations  are  interwoven  with  a  ‘  due  admixture  ’  of 
social  enjoyment.  The  meeting  of  old,  tried  and  true  friends  from  the 
various  parts  of  our  jurisdiction  cannot  but  result  in  the  bringing  forth  from 
the  quarries  that  which  is  needful  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  institution. 

‘  ‘  I  am  strongly  in  the  belief  that  those  who  are  permitted  to  attend  Grand 
Chapter  from  year  to  year,  go  from  thence  to  their  several  homes  better, 
happier  and  wiser  men  and  Masons,  to  make  better  citizens  in  their  com¬ 
munity,  and  more  zealous  workers  in  their  local  quarries. 

“  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous 
one  with  the  Royal  Craft  of  this  jurisdiction,  although  it  has  been  the  year 
when  the  chief  thought  and  attention  of  most  of  our  people  seem  to  have 
been  devoted  to  political  affairs.  It  has  also  been  a  year  of  extreme  business 
depression  and  commercial  concern,  still  the  lights  have  continually  burned 
about  our  altar,  and  the  craftsmen  have  steadily  persevered  in  their  labors. 

****** 

“  Companions,  when  you  go  to  your  homes,  carry  with  you  assurances  of 
my  most  grateful  remembrances  of  your  many  acts  of  kindness.  Be  true  to 
your  Chapters  and  faithful  in  your  attendance  at  the  meetings,  and  see  to  it 
that  they  are  agreeably  entertaining  and  instructing.  If  an  officer,  be  ever 
ready  to  perform  the  duty  incumbent  upon  you  with  a  deep  sense  of  your 
responsibility,  and  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  place  of  honor  and 
trust  that  you  occupy.  ’  ’ 

This  recommendation  appears  in  the  address  : 

“  Companions,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ‘  Signet  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,’  published  in  Cincinnati  by  Comps.  Hendricks  and  Speed.  It  has 
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been  prepared  by  experienced  and  skillful  hands  and  adapted  to  the  ritual  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  which  we  have  official^  adopted  for  our 
Chapters.  It  has  been  endorsed  by  some  of  the  best  Masonic  authorities  and 
jurists  in  the  country,  and  officially  adopted  by  several  Grand  Chapters. 
After  careful  examination,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  wise  for  us  to 
give  it  our  official  sanction  and  recommend  its  use  in  all  the  Chapters  in  this 
jurisdiction.  It  embraces  also  the  ritual  of  the  Council  degrees,  and  suitable 
forms  for  use  in  Grand  and  subordinate  bodies  of  both  these  departments  of 
Masonry,  as  well  as  in  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  to  which  is  added  a 
digest  of  the  general  principles  of  Chapter  and  Council  law,  with  a  useful 
glossary  of  names  and  terms.  Its  early  adoption  will  save  us  much  labor  and 
trouble  and  very  much  promote  uniformity  in  work,  which  we  sought  to 
secure  by  adopting  the  ritual  of  General  Grand  Chapter.  ’  ’ 

The  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
With  due  respect  to  our  Companions  of  Montana,  we  are  con¬ 
strained  to  say  that,  holding,  as  has  ever  been  held  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  esoteric  work  of  Freemasonry  cannot  be  lawfully 
committed  to  writing  or  printing,  we  cannot  endorse  this 
action.  Our  motto  is,  “  In  Freemasonry  what  is  not  permitted 
is  prohibited.” 

It  appears  that  the  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  displayed  com¬ 
mendable  zeal  in  his  labors  to  add  to  the  value  of  the  library 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  him  to 
know  that  the  Grand  Chapter  approved  his  recommendations. 

By  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  adopted  at  this  Con¬ 
vocation,  the  ending  of  the  Capitular  year  was  fixed  at  the 
31st  day  of  July,  and  that — 


“  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  to  record  his  mark  in  the  Chapter 
Book  of  Marks  before  being  exalted  to  the  august  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason.” 


At  the  election,  all  the  officers  from  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  to  R.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain  were  chosen  by 
ballot.  All  the  other  officers,  to  and  including  Grand 
Sentinel,  were  appointed  by  the  Grand  Council.  I11  the 
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printed  returns  of  the  Chapters,  the  names  of  all  the  Officers, 
Past  High  Priests,  Members,  Mark  Masters,  and  M.  E.  Masters, 
and  of  those  exalted,  dismissed,  suspended,  expelled  or  died, 
are  given. 

The  net  increase  of  membership  in  1897  over  1896  was  34, 
and  the  average  membership  of  Chapters  was  54. 

The  Report  on  Grand  Chapter  Correspondence  is  the  work 
of  Grand  Secretary  Comp.  Hedges,  who  is  also  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  covers  eighty  pages. 
Prefixed  thereto  is  a  condensed  digest  of  the  decisions  rendered 
in  twenty  American  Grand  Chapters.  This  was  a  commend¬ 
able  labor  on  the  part  of  Comp.  Hedges,  and  it  enables  the 
students  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence  to  note,  at  a  glance,  the 
constructions  of  Masonic  law  in  different  Jurisdictions. 

Under  Alabama,  we  learn  that  Comp.  Pillans  adheres  to  the 
requirements  of  the  presence  of  the  Charter  at  the  opening  of 
a  Chapter,  and  during  the  continuance  of  its  work  ;  that  the 
Grand  High  Priest  possesses  prerogatives  akin  to  those  of  a 
Grand  Master ;  and  that  he  opposes  printed  rituals.  On  all 
these  points  we  agree  with  him.  We  learn  that  in  California 
every  visitor  is  required  to  affirm  that  he  is  not  suspended, 
expelled,  or  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues  in 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  a  wholesome  regulation  calculated  to 
stop  frauds  and  imposters.  I11  Connecticut  the  Jurisdiction  of 
Chapters  seems  to  follow  town  lines  and  a  map,  with  such 
Jurisdictions  marked,  is  to  be  deposited  with  the  Grand 
Secretary.  Under  Maine,  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  Comps. 
Drummond  and  Hedges  are  in  accord  with  the  rule  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  that  a  re-elected  officer  must  be  re-installed. 

Last  year  we  quoted  (page  166)  from  Comp.  Hedges’  com¬ 
plaint,  that  some  natural  members  of  our  family  stood  aloof, 
but  many  more  “  express  indifference  to  the  General  Grand 


1397-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYEVANIA. 


IS? 


Chapter,”  in  which  some  strong  expressions  were  used  further 
on  in  the  article.  We  were  inclined  to  assume  that  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  was  aimed  at.  Now  onr  esteemed  Companion,  always 
candid  and  fair,  writes  : 

“  We  note  with  regret  that  a  remark  of  ours,  made  chiefly  with  reference 
to  some  writers  whose  jurisdictions  are  connected  with  General  Grand 
Chapter,  but  who  never  miss  an  opportunity  to  speak  disparagingly  of  it, 
was  construed  as  aimed  at  Pennsylvania.  Surely  Pennsylvania  is  least  of  all 
Jurisdictions  obnoxious  to  the  criticism  contained  in  the  allusion.  The 
genesis  of  her  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  her  organization  and  ritual,  differ 
more  considerably  from  the  others  than  an)’  other,  and  she  is  large  and  strong 
enough  to  stand  and  prosper  alone.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  declares  in  its  Con¬ 
stitution  that  it — 


“Is  the  only  true  and  legitimate  source  of  authority  over  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging. 
It  is  supreme  and  sovereign.” 

‘  ‘  Several  overtures  made  to  our  Grand  Chapter  to  become  subordinate  to 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  whereby  its  sovereignty  would  be  surrendered, 
were  proposed,  but  respectfully  and  fraternally  declined.” 


Onr  esteemed  Companion  further  remarked  on  this  subject  : 


“  Since  our  connection  with  General  Grand  Chapter  we  have  been 
surprised  how  few  and  frail  were  its  powTers,  except  over  subordinates  hold¬ 
ing  directly  from  it.  When  these  are  organized  into  Grand  Chapters,  as  will 
naturally  ensue,  there  will  scarcely  be  a  vestige  of  power  in  its  hands.  We 
assure  our  worthy  Companion  that  we  had  no  intention  of  ‘  carrying  war  into 
Africa  ’  and  will  so  modify  what  we  intended  to  say  that  it  shall  simply 
express  our  firm  belief  that  both  larger  and  more  intimate  union  among 
Masonic  bodies  is  desirable  if  it  can  be  attained  without  too  great  sacrifice, 
which  we  believe  is  possible.” 


We  regret  that  the  late  day  at  which  this  report  was  re¬ 
ceived  prevents  us  from  making  fuller  comments  on  Comp. 
Hedges’  excellent  review. 
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The  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  will 
be  held  at  Helena  September  20th,  1898. 

Comp.  Robert  Vickers,  Virginia  City, 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Corneeius  Hedges,  Helena, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secreta?y . 


NEBRASKA. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nebraska  was  held  in  Freemasons’ 
Hall,  Omaha,  December  16th  and  17th,  A.  D.  1896,  A.  I. 
2426.  Twenty-nine  of  its  fifty-one  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Charles  J.  Phelps,  in  deliver¬ 
ing  his  annual  address,  said  : 

“  Companions  : — By  the  blessing  of  the  Great  I  Am,  that  God  whom  we,  as 
Masons,  are  taught  to  revere  and  adore,  we  are  permitted  to  meet  in  the 
thirtieth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska,  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 

“  Having  observed  that  duty  enjoined  upon  us  when  entering  upon  any 
important  undertaking,  by  invoking  the  Divine  blessing,  as  a  part  of  the 
impressive  ceremonies  of  opening  a  Chapter,  we  find  ourselves  entering 
upon  the  duties  pertaining  to  a  legally  constituted  and  duly  opened  Grand 
Chapter. 

“  Here  we  meet  as  brothers  and  companions,  greeting  one  another  with  a 
fraternal  warmth  of  charity  unknown,  perhaps,  among  men,  except  such  as 
are  bound  together  by  the  solemn  ties  and  obligations  of  Freemasonry.” 

********* 

“  This  has,  indeed,  been  a  year  of  grace  in  Nebraska.  Bountiful  harvests 
have  rewarded  the  husbandman  ;  plenty  exists,  where  want  was  felt  in  the  sad 
years  of  drought,  and  the  measure  of  good  crops  is  overflowing  in  evidence 
of  returning  prosperity.  Again  the  earth  has  yielded  her  increase,  and  ‘  God, 
even  our  own  God,’  hath  blessed  us. 

“  While  the  fundamental  principles  of  Freemasonry  are  the  same  as  ever, 
and  the  landmarks  are  unchangeable,  yet  Masonry  is  a  progressive  science. 
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Learned  men  have  been  engaged  in  the  consideration  of  its  origin,  its  history, 
and  its  objects,  and  their  labors  have  produced  works  of  great  literary  value, 
the  study  of  which  is  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the  institution.  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  is  an  important  part — indeed,  the  crowning  glory — of  symbolic 
Masonry.  It  is  prosperous  throughout  the  Capitular  world,  and  is  performing 
its  share  of  developing  the  highest  degree  of  civilization  attainable  by  man.” 

He  mentioned  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of 
other  Jurisdictions,  and  among  them  that  of  Comp.  Michael 
Xisbet,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  is  one  to  the 
effect  that  a  petition  cannot  be  received  and  acted  upon  at  a 
regular  Convocation  when  there  are  only  seven  of  the  nine 
Companions  present  who  are  members  of  the  Chapter.  Another 
is  that  “An  objection  to  advancement  made  to  the  High  Priest 
or  to  the  Chapter  holds  good  until  removed.”  In  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  when  objection  is  made  to  a  petitioner,  it  must  be  entered 
upon  the  minutes  and  cannot  be  withdrawn.  If  no  objection 
is  made,  and  the  petitioner  receives  the  first  degree,  any 
objection  to  further  advancement  must  be  in  the  form  of  a 
charge. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  satisfactory  balance  of 
$2,639.12  on  hand.  The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
October  31st,  1896,  was  3,051,  a  net  increase  over  the  preced¬ 
ing  year  of  9.  The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  Report  of  a 
Special  Committee  appointed  to  secure  its  incorporation. 
What  is  to  be  gained  by  this  resort  to  civil  authority  we 
fail  to  see.  The  City  of  Omaha  was  selected  as  the  meeting 
place  for  the  next  Convocation,  which  is  to  be  held  December 
15th  next. 

“  The  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Fellow  Grand  Chapters” 
is  by  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  William  R.  Bowen. 
Within  the  compass  of  ninety-two  pages,  the  doings  of  forty- 
seven  Grand  Chapters  were  intelligently  and  fairly  noted  and 
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commented  upon.  He  made  a  novel  innovation  in  reviews 
by  giving  in  head-lines,  under  the  name  of  each  Jurisdiction, 
the  date  of  the  Annual  Convocation,  signifying  its  number, 
the  number  of  Chapters  represented  at  such  Convocations,  the 
number  of  Chapters  and  the  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
in  the  Jurisdiction.  Under  Pennsylvania,  the  date  Decem¬ 
ber  27th,  1895,  appears  as  the  time  of  the  Annual 

Grand  Communication  held  that  year,  and  the  symbols 
“100:  68/120:  15,957,”  which  are  explained  above. 

This  contrivance,  designed  to  economize  space,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  impart  much  information,  our  Companion  is 
pleased  to  call  a  “patent  Condenser.” 

We  are  pleased  to  read  under  Alabama,  that  Comp.  Pillans 
opposes  “visible  rituals,  deplores  their  use,  and  predicts  dis-h 
aster  as  the  consequence.”  He  wrote :  “  This  is  but  the 
beginning  of  the  end,  and  ere  very  long  the  ritual  will  be  as 
well  known  as  are  generally  negro-minstrel  songs.”  Arizona 
does  not  favor  the  Grand  Chapter  Ritual,  and  did  not  adopt  it. 
Arkansas  authorized  a  sale  of  five  copies  of  the  ritual  to  each 
Chapter.  California  is  wrestling  with  Cerneauism  ;  it  deplores 
the  existence  of  visible  rituals.  The  reviewer  of  that  Juris¬ 
diction  thinks  that  “  the  right  to  install  in  public  was 
admitted  by  the  oldest  Grand  Lodges,  and  never  denied  by  an 
American  Grand  Lodge,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of 
Pennsylvania.”  The  word  “perhaps”  can  be  correctly 
eliminated  from  this  quotation.  (See  Pennsylvania,  1896, 
pages  135  and  136.) 

Comp.  Bowen,  commenting  on  the  above  quotation  from 
California,  remarks  : 

“  Even  so,  should  Chapter  installation  in  public  be  thereby  warranted? 
While  there  may  be  no  serious  objection  to  permitting  the  public  to  view 
some  of  the  work  done  in  a  stone  yard,  shouldn’t  everything  that  is  done  in 
a  sanctuary  be  vailed  ?  ” 
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Colorado,  sensibly,  does  not  favor  public  installations.  The 
Grand  Chapter  has  exclusive  control  of  its  Chapters  ;  no  officer 
may  resign ;  and  dependent  membership  is  enforced.  In 
Delaware  the  old  requirement  that  every  Brother  shall  be 
a  member  of  some  Dodge  was  enforced.  The  reviewer  of  that 
Jurisdiction  looks  upon  the  interchange  of  Representatives  as 
useless ;  objects  to  public  installations ;  and  insists  on  the 
actual  presence  of  the.  Charter.  Under  Indiana,  Comp.  Bowen 
expresses  his  views  in  favor  of  dependent  membership  in 
vigorous  sentences.  He  is  right.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Nevada  sees  little  good  in  the  interchange  of  Representatives 
by  Grand  Chapters.  Printed  rituals  are  condemned  by  the 
New  York  Committee  on  Correspondence.  North  Carolina’s 
Grand  High  Priest  is  disappointed  that  the  Grand  Represen¬ 
tative  system  has  not  worn  out,  and  North  Dakota’s  chief 
officer  thinks  it  worthy  of  more  appreciation  than  it  receives 
from  many  who  hold  commissions  under  it. 

Comp.  Bowen  wrote  that  on  November  23d,  1895,  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  celebrated,  in  ample  form, 
the  One  Hundred  Anniversary  of  its  organization.  He  quoted 
largely  from  the  historical  address  delivered  on  that  occasion 
by  Comp.  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  whose 
sketch  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  extended  from  its  forma¬ 
tion  in  1795  to  1820,  and  he  made  liberal  extracts  from  the 
letter  of  Comp.  William  J.  Hughan,  dated  at  Torquay,  Eng¬ 
land,  October  29th,  1895,  addressed  to  Comp.  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  and  published  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  1895,  page  27.  Our  Companion  entitles  Secretary 
Cary,  of  this  Jurisdiction,  “  R.  E.”  His  official  title  is  Most 
Excellent,  the  same  as  belongs  to  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe  and  Grand  Treasurer. 


Under  South  Dakota,  we  read  : 


192 


THE  GRAND  HORY  ROYAE  ARCH 


[1897. 


“  The  first  matter  that  meets  our  attention  is  the  Grand  Secretary’s  praise¬ 
worthy  instruction  to  Secretaries,  that — 

“  Upon  the  death  of  a  Companion,  the  Secretary  will  forward  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  as  complete  a  Masonic  history  of  the  deceased  as  possible,  together 
with  dates  of  birth  and  death.” 

We  heartily  commend  this  regulation,  and  regret  the  brief 
record  usually  given  our  departed  Companions,  in  which  even 
the  date  of  death  is  sometimes  incomplete. 

We  cordially  endorse  these  remarks  of  Comp.  Phelps. 
While  we  despise  the  practice  of  extolling  every  deceased 
Companion  as  a  saint,  we  deprecate  the  general  remissness 
of  American  families  and  American  associations  -  in  collating 
and  preserving  full  records  of  their  members.  Some  localities 
and  some  religious  associations  in  our  land,  let  it  be  said  to 
their  credit,  are  exempt  from  this  criticism.  The  Masonic 
organization  should  not  be  second  in  this  good  work. 

Under  Texas,  we  read  that  its  Grand  Chapter  adopted 
a  resolution  declaring  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Chapter 
rejecting  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry 
shall  continue  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  rejection. 

Annexed  to  Comp.  Bowen’s  truly  fraternal  review  is  a 
codification  of  the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska  as 
declared  at  the  Communications  held  in  1892,  ’93,  ’94,  ’95 
and  ’96.  In  reading  over  the  several  decisions,  we  find  only  a 
very  few  that  would  not  be  as  applicable  to  Pennsylvania  as 
to  Nebraska.  Indeed,  we  are  surprised  that  Jurisdictions  so 
widely  separated  by  age  and  locality  are  so  nearly  in  accord 
in  their  construction  of  the  law  and  practice  of  Freemasonry. 

The  volume  under  review  contains  about  16 1  pages.  It  is 
printed  on  good  paper,  from  clear  type,  paged  consecutively  to 
correspond  with  the  preceding  ones,  and  is  embellished  with 
an  engraved  steel  portrait  of  Comp.  Charles  J.  Phelps,  the  re¬ 
tiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
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Pennsylvania  extends  most  fraternal  compliments  to  her 
sister  beyond  the  Missouri,  and  hopes  that  the  bountiful 
harvests  mentioned  by  her  Grand  High  Priest  may  continue 
for  years  to  come,  adding  to  her  material  wealth  and  incul¬ 
cating  among  her  sons  quickened  interest  in  beauties  of 
Capitular  Masonry. 

Comp.  Charles  E.  Rittenhouse,  Hastings, 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Omaha, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 


NEVADA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Grand  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Nevada,  held  at  Elko,  June  7th  and  8th, 
A.  D.,  1897,  A.  I.  2427,  came  to  us  in  a  neat  pamphlet  of  about 
one  hundred  pages. 

The  address  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  J.  S. 
Burlingame,  treats  of  matters  generally  of  local  concern.  The 
recital  of  his  official  acts  is  given  in  an  unostentatious,  digni¬ 
fied  manner,  with  a  total  absence  of  the  swagger  which  some¬ 
times  disfigures  such  communications.  The  deaths  of  Com¬ 
panions  of  his  own  Jurisdiction,  and  those  of  office-bearers  of 
other  Jurisdictions,  are  fittingly  noted.  His  year  of  office  was 
a  quiet  one,  and  he  was  not  called  upon  for  an  official  ruling 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  noted. 

He  said  : 

“  It  is  true  that  in  point  of  numbers  our  jurisdiction  is  a  small  one,  and  it 
is  also  true  that  it  must  so  remain  until  the  resources  of  our  State  shall  become 
better  known  and  appreciated. 


194 


THE  GRAND  HORY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1897. 


“  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  State,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every 
known  mineral,  with  a  climate  unsurpassed  by  any  place  on  earth,  with  its 
many  localities  adapted  to  agriculture  and  grazing,  will  attract  the  attention 
of  the  capitalist,  the  miner,  the  farmer  and  the  searcher  for  a  health  giving 
climate,  thus  insuring  such  an  increase  in  population  as  will  enable  Nevada 
to  assume  a  prominent  place  in  the  sisterhood  of  States,  and  this  jurisdiction 
to  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  localities.  ’  ’ 


The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  on  hand  per  last  report, 
$302.23  ;  receipts,  $37 4;  total,  $676.23.  Payments,  $321.35. 
Balance  on  hand,  $354.88.  The  receipts  were  small,  but  the 
expenditures  were  less,  showing  that  our  Companions  were 
living  within  their  income.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South 
Wales  was  recognized,  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was 
recommended  to  request  an  exchange  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  it  was  declared  as  the  sense  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  that  the  incoming  Grand  High  Priest  shall  grant 
special  dispensations,  permitting  Chapters  Nos.  3  and  9  to 
receive  petitions  for  degrees,  ballot  on  the  same,  and  proceed 
to  confer  degrees,  and  not  to  exceed  six  applicants  at  one  and 
the  same  meeting. 

Such  action  could  not  be  taken  in  Pennsylvania.  Here, 
when  a  petition  is  presented  for  membership  or  for  the 
Capitular  Degrees,  it  must  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry.  The  Committee  can  report  at  the  next  or  some  sub¬ 
sequent  stated  meeting,  when  a  ballot  may  be  had,  if  certain 
requirements  have  been  observed.  The  Secretary  is  required 
to  issue  to  all  members  notices  for  all  stated  meetings,  in  which 
he  shall  give  the  full  name,  age,  occupation,  and  residence  of 
every  petitioner  for  degrees  and  membership,  or  membership 
only,  whose  petition  is  pending.  These  requirements  cannot 
be  dispensed  with  either  by  the  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  has  the  right  to  confer,  or 


1897-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


195 


cause  to  be  conferred,  in  his  presence,  in  any  Chapter,  the 
degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry,  or  to  grant  or  authorize  to  be 
granted,  Dispensations  for  conferring  such  degrees ;  but  unless 
the  applicant  has  regularly  petitioned  a  Chapter,  been  balloted 
for  and  elected,  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  Chapter. 

Officers  were  elected  from  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  to  E. 
Royal  Arch  Captain,  both  inclusive.  The  officers  appointed 
wTere  :  E.  Grand  Chaplain,  E.  Grand  Organist,  and  E.  Grand 
Tyler.  We  never  knew  before  that  E.  Grand  Organist  was  a 
recognized  officer  of  a  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  presented  by 
Comp.  A.  D.  Bird,  for  the  Committee.  Under  Delaware,  we 
note :  “  Grand  Representative  system  condemned  by  the 

Grand  High  Priest,  but  no  action  taken.  Ritual  of  General 
Grand  Chapter  adopted  as  standard  work.”  Pennsylvania 
receives  a  brief  but  fraternal  notice.  Appended  to  this  report 
is  a  valuable  Digest  of  Decisions  rendered  in  the  several 
American  Grand  Chapters  within  the  last  two  years. 

From  the  summary  of  the  returns  of  the  Chapters  for  the 
year  ending  May  1st,  1897,  we  learn  that  there  are  eight 
Chapters  in  existence,  with  a  membership  of  287,  an  average 
of  36  members  to  each.  We  have  in  Pennsylvania  many 
Chapters  whose  membership  exceeds  that  of  the  whole  State 
of  Nevada,  yet,  instead  of  exulting  over  our  neighbors,  we  feel 
like  complimenting  them  that  under  most  unfortunate  circum¬ 
stances  their  membership  has  not  been  reduced. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  Carson  City 
June  13th,  1898. 

Comp.  Matthew  Kyle,  Virginia  City, 

M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Virginia  City, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Seventy-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire  was  held  in 
Freemasons’  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Concord,  May  18th,  1897. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  William  F.  Knight,  and  all  but 
three  of  his  Grand  Officers  were  present,  as  well  as  nine  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  and  Representatives  of  sixteen  Chapters. 

Comp.  Condon,  Jr.,  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire, 
was  present,  and  took  part  in  the  deliberations. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  began  his  address  to  the  Com¬ 
panions  as  follows: 

“  In  conformity  with  a  time-honored  custom  that  has  long  prevailed  in  this 
Grand  Chapter,  and  agreeably  to  my  own  desire  to  place  before  yon  such 
matters  as  have  come  to  my  observation  regarding  the  situation  and  events 
that  have  transpired  during  the  past  year,  and  the  present  outlook  of  Chapter 
Masonry  in  New  Hampshire,  that  I  ask  at  this  time  your  brief  indulgence. 
The  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  that  I  have  been  honored  with  a 
membership  amongst  Masons  has  been  full  of  profit,  and  yet  I  must  confess 
that  I  know  but  little  of  its  beauty  and  worth,  and  I  feel  my  inability  to 
properly  present  to  you  such  ideas  as  will  convey  even  a  brief  portion  of  its 
sublime  principles. 

‘  ‘  Allow7  me  first  to  express  to  you  my  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  privilege 
and  the  pleasure  I  sincerely  feel  in  again  bidding  you  welcome  to  this  our 
Seventy-Eighth  Annual  Convocation.  I  trust  that  your  deliberations  on  the 
present  occasion  may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  charity  and  love,  and  that  the 
good  fellowship  which  has  always  marked  our  gathering  may  prevail.  May 
we  all  be  filled  with  thankful  hearts  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  for  the  rich 
blessings  of  the  past,  and  that  we  are  again  permitted  to  gather  here  to-day 
under  the  favorable  and  happy  auspices. 

“  As  the  years  so  swiftly  come  and  go,  we  note  more  and  more  the  rapid 
flight  of  time,  and  realize  that  we  are  all  fast  approaching  the  line  that 
separates  the  seen  from  the  unseen.  We  miss  to-day  the  familiar  forms  and 
faces  of  those  friends  of  other  days,  whose  counsel  and  active  co-operation 
were  with  us  in  our  hours  of  work  and  pleasure.” 


The  Grand  High  Priest  notes  the  death  of  a  number  of 
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prominent  members  of  their  Grand  Chapter,  and  in  speaking 
of  the  early  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  pays  a 
tribute  to  the  members  who  organized  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Hampshire. 

He  gives  a  complete  resume  of  his  work  as  Grand  High 
Priest,  which  is  of  interest  mainly  to  the  Chapter  Masons  in 
New  Hampshire.  He  states  that  he  gave  permission  for  a 
public  meeting,  and  installed  the  officers  of  Chapter  No.  23, 
at  Wolfeborough.  He  adds  : 


“  A  large  attendance  was  present  to  witness  the  ceremony,  after  which  a 
social  hour,  occupied  with  music  and  dancing,  was  enjoyed  by  all.” 

It  is  probably  all  right  in  New  Hampshire  to  have  a  public 
installation  of  the  officers  of  a  Chapter,  but  it  is  an  unheard 
of  thing  in  Pennsylvania.  Here  we  do  not  end  Chapter 
installations  with  music  and  dancing. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  shows  him  to  have  been 
very  attentive  to  his  duties  while  holding  that  office. 

After  reciting  his  official  acts,  several  pages  of  his  address 
are  devoted  to  Masonry  in  a  general  way,  and  while  we  can¬ 
not  copy  it  entire,  we  make  the  following  extract : 


“  It  is  remarkable  that  such  an  institution,  brought  into  existence  at  such 
a  time  and  for  such  a  purpose,  should  have  withstood  every  form  of  kingly 
persecution,  and  remained  prosperous  amid  the  intrigues  of  a  corrupt  priest¬ 
hood.  It  is  wonderful  that  through  a  succession  of  ages,  when  all  else 
earthly  has  changed  or  passed  away,  that  Freemasonry  has  held  firmly  to  its 
course,  making  only  such  changes  as  were  necessary  to  conform  to  advanc¬ 
ing  civilization,  and  has  gathered  strength  in  the  presence  of  its  enemies  in 
.every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

‘  ‘  Since  our  history  began  we  have  been  a  band  of  brothers  in  fact  as  well 
as  name,  and  our  faith  has  been  shown  by  our  works.  We  can  look  back  to 
the  temple  of  Solomon  as  the  labor  of  our  operative  brothers  of  that  age. 
Not  for  the  happiness  of  mankind  did  they  toil,  but  for  the  erection  of  an 
edifice  for  the  worship  of  the  one  loving  and  true  God,  and  to  break  away 
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from  the  forms  of  idolatry  and  the  worship  of  heathen  gods  made  by  human 
hands.  The  followers  of  our  faith  in  those  days  were  few  in  numbers  ;  they 
met  together  beneath  the  starry  heavens  to  offer  up  their  devotions.  We  find 
to-day  multitudes  who  join  their  voices  beneath  the  shelter  of  magnificent 
sanctuaries.  De  we  appreciate  the  many  blessings  conferred  upon  us  ?  Are 
we  as  Masons  following  our  missions  ?  Let  us  at  this  hour  and  every  hour 
consider  well  our  privileges  and  the  inheritance  that  rests  in  our  hands  as  a 
rich  legacy  from  the  past.” 

We  note  in  the  proceedings  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  from  1818  to  1867,  inclusive,  has  been  reprinted 
in  two  volumes. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  $1,164.37. 

We  take  the  following  summary  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Chapters  and  Returns : 


Membership,  1896  .  .  . 
Admitted  to  Membership 
Restored  to  Membership 

Dimitted . 

Died . 

Suspended,  N.  P.  D.  .  . 

Exalted . 

Membership,  1897  .  .  . 
Increase . 


3)335 

238 

1 

23 

55 

27 

201 

3)469 

134 


At  the  last  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  design  and  procure  jewels  to  be 
presented  to  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests.  They  reported  that 
they  had  attended  to  their  duty,  and  had  procured  -twelve 
jewels  made  of  solid  gold,  fully  engraved. 

E.  Comp.  Frank  D.  Woodbury,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  presented  the  jewels  to  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
in  a  happy  little  speech,  which  was  responded  to  by  M.  E. 
Comp.  Edward  Gustine,  the  Senior  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  proceedings  are  embellished  with  a  portrait  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  Harlan  Page  Goodrich,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is,  as  usual,  from  the  pen  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Albert  S.  Wait.  It 
comprises  a  little  over  one  hundred  pages,  and  is  interesting, 
as  his  reports  always  are. 

Under  Colorado,  he  says  the  Grand  High  Priest  “  decided, 
soundly  and  justly,  as  we  believe,  that  a  Master  Mason  dimit- 
ting  from  his  Lodge,  does  not  effect  his  status  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason.”  In  Pennsylvania  it  does  not  affect  his  status  as  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  for  six  months,  but  if  he  does  not  affiliate 
with  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  in  that  time  his  name  will  be 
stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  Chapter,  and  we  think  this  is  as 
it  should  be. 

Under  Missouri,  Comp.  Wait  publishes  the  account  of  the 
visit  of  the  members  of  the  Eastern  Star  to  the  Grand 
Chapter.  The  Grand  Chapter  extended  an  invitation  to  the 
Chapters  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  to  visit  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  on  their  arrival  the  Grand  High  Priest  called 
the  Grand  Chapter  from  labor  to  refreshment,  and  the  ladies 
were  entertained.  Comp.  Wait  says,  “We  can  but  think  that 
this  transaction  will  at  least  strike  the  Masonic  fraternity 
elsewhere  with  surprise.”  We  heartily  agree  with  him  in 
this  matter,  and  cannot  imagine  a  party  of  ladies  visiting  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Under  Quebec,  he  reports  the  case  of  a  Companion  who, 
having  upon  due  trial  in  one  of  the  courts  been  convicted  of 
the  crime  of  arson,  he  was  expelled  from  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
by  the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  facts  being  made  known  by  the 
representatives  of  his  Chapter.  He  says  further  that  this  is 
in  accordance  in  the  practice  of  all  British  Masonic  Bodies. 
We  think  this  is  right,  but  we  would  have  to  go  through  the 
form  of  a  trial  in  Pennsylvania,  and  we  can  only  recall  one 
instance  where  a  Companion  was  expelled  from  Royal  Arch 
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Masonry  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  was 
when  the  offense  was  committed  against  the  Grand  Chapter. 

He  gives  Pennsylvania  her  share  of  space  in  his  report,  and 
writes  in  a  fraternal  manner  of  the  work  of  our  Committee  on 
Correspondence.  His  report  is  full  of  good  things,  but  that 
goes  without  saying  when  Comp.  Wait’s  name  is  signed  to  a 
report. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Steele  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  George  P.  Cleaves  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Forty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Jersey  was  held  at  Trenton 
May  12th,  1897. 

When  the  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  G. 
Wagoner  opened  the  Grand  Chapter,  every  one  of  his  Grand 
Officers  were  present.  Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
thirty-one  Chapters  were  represented.  Among  the  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  present  was  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  S.  Haines,  the 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

,  A  number  of  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York 
were  announced,  admitted  and  welcomed  to  the  Council  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  with  the  honors  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commenced  his  address  as  follows  : 

‘  ‘  By  the  cycle  of  time  we  are  admonished  that  another  Capitular  year,  with 
all  its  vicissitudes,  has  passed  into  the  ‘  vale  of  tears,’  and  to-day  brings  us  to 
the  Forty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

“To  those  always  present,  and  whose  familiar  faces  and  hearty  grasp  of  the 
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hand  is  a  boon  not  to  be  forgotten,  I  extend  a  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting. 
There  may  be  with  us  others,  who  are  here  for  the  first  time  in  their  Masonic 
history,  and  to  them  also  I  accord  the  same  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome. 

“  The  year  just  closed  has  been  fraught,  no  doubt,  with  many  joys  to 
some  ;  with  poignant  sorrow,  alas  !  to  others  ;  its  hopes  and  actions  realized 
by  few  ;  its  disappointments  and  discouragements  for  many  ;  yet  by  the 
mercies  of  the  Great  I  Am,  we  have  assembled  at  this  time  under  circum¬ 
stances  placing  us  under  renewed  obligations  of  thankfulness  to  him  who 
‘ tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,  and  doeth  all  things  well.’ 

“  It  is  conceded,  even  by  our  enemies,  that  Freemasonry  stands  higher  in 
the  estimation  of  the  world  than  any  other  secret  society.  In  this  vast 
domain,  who  can  estimate  the  great  good  it  has  accomplished  in  its  own 
quiet  way  (  ‘  Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth  ’  ) — what 
tears  have  been  dried,  what  sorrows  assuaged,  what  widows  and  helpless 
orphans  comforted,  what  fallen  Brothers  have  been  lifted  up  and  encouraged 
to  live  better  and  more  manly  lives,  what  destitute  ones  have  been  supplied 
with  the  common  necessities  of  life  ?  If  the  responses  could  reach  us  in  one 
combined  refrain,  even  the  most  lethargic  would  be  awakened  and  stimulated 
to  renewed  energies  for  the  advancement  of  the  great  and  glorious  work  upon 
which  we  have  entered.” 


Among  the  recommendations,  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
was  one  to  have  a  list  of  members  of  Subordinate  Chapters 
printed  in  the  proceedings  for  1898,  and  every  five  years 
thereafter.  This  recommendation  was  reported  on  favorably 

by  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  and  adopted 

/ 

by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

We  make  the  following  excellent  selection  : 

“In  the  selection  of  material  for  our  Mystic  Temple,  Investigating  Com¬ 
mittees  cannot  exercise  too  much  care  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  before 
making  their  report.  While  the  external  qualifications  of  the  candidate 
should  be  strictly  regarded,  yet  the  internal  should  by  no  means  be  ignored. 
W e  want  and  need  members  who  are  interested  in  the  Capitular  work ;  those 
willing  to  make  some  sacrifices  to  advance  its  interests ;  those  who  will 
forego  the  pleasure  of  society,  the  opera  and  the  club,  at  least  twice  each 
month,  to  meet  with  the  Companions,  and  by  their  presence  and  assistance 
encourage  those  who  bear  ‘  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,’  and  they  will 
be  rewarded  by  finding  more  to  nourish  and  sustain.” 


The  Trustees  report  a  deposit  of  funds  amounting  to 
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$2,538.06,  and  the  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  his 
hands  of  $1,846.38. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  take  the  follow¬ 
ing  : 


Exalted, .  109 

Reinstated, .  24 

Affiliated, . 16 

Dimitted,  . .  38 

Died, . 42 

Stricken  from  roll, .  11 

Suspended, .  68 

Present  number  of  members, . 3,304 


The  Committee  has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to 
waivers  of  Jurisdiction  : 

“The  receipt  and  granting  of  waivers  of  Jurisdiction  is  indicative  of 
fraternal  regard  and  courtesy  ;  and  while  we  commend  the  spirit  that  prompts 
them,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  all  cases  the  material  thus  offered  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  the  closest  scrutiny  and  investigation.” 

We  think  everyone  will  agree  with  the  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers  on  this  point,  for  too  much  care 
cannot  be  taken,  and  the  candidate  cannot  be  subjected  to  too 
much  scrutiny  and  investigation,  whether  it  is  a  case  of  waiver 
of  Jurisdiction  or  simply  applying  for  the  degrees  and  member¬ 
ship. 

The  Committee  on  Constitutions,  in  their  report  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  gives  the  proper  construction  of  one  of  the 
general  regulations  in  regard  to  the  election  of  officers  of  a 
Subordinate  Chapter.  It  provides  that  elections  shall  be  held 
at  the  Regular  Convocation  next  preceding  St.  John’s  Day, 
except  when  such  Convocation  shall  fall  on  the  24th  or  25th 
of  December,  then  the  election  shall  be  held  on  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  next  preceding  that  date.  The  regulation  allows  Con- 
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vocations  to  be  held  on  the  24th  or  25th  of  December,  and 
degrees  can  be  conferred  and  all  business  transacted,  excepting 
the  election. 

It  seems  to  be  a  pretty  good  regulation,  because  we  all 
knowT  how  slimlv  Masonic  meetings  are  attended  on  Christ- 
mas  Eve  or  Christmas  N  ight. 

Under  the  head  of  “  Grand  Representatives  and  Distin¬ 
guished  Guests,”  we  find  that  the  Grand  Representatives  of 
the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  represented  were  “presented, 
received  and  welcomed,”  and  among  them,  we  suppose,  was 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Henry  S.  Haines,  who  is  the 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey,  Comp.  Josiah  W.  Ewan,  was  present  and  responded  to 
a  welcome,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  fraternal  relations  be¬ 
tween  Symbolic  and  Capitulary  Masonry.  He  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  the  movement  that  had  just  been  started  to  provide 
a  Masonic  Home  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
donated  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Comp.  Ewan. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  to  purchase  and  present  to  the 
retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Henry  G.  Wagoner,  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest's  Jewel. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  by  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  Comp.  George  B.  Edwards.  Forty-five  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  are  reviewed,  and  the  report  consumes  ninety-five 
pages. 

Lender  Alabama  he  notes  the  fact  that  a  resolution  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  laid  over,  to  permit  regularly  ordained  ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  actively  engaged  in  their  callings,  and  in  good 
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Masonic  standing,  to  have  the  degrees  gratuitously  conferred 
upon  application.  There  is  not  any  particular  reason  that  we 
know  of  in  Pennsylvania  why  ministers  should  not  pay  their 
way  as  they  go  like  the  rest  of  the  Craft.  We  hope  they  left 
the  resolution  lay  over  indefinitely  in  Alabama. 

“  Scarcely  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  ‘survival 
of  the  fittest,’  ”  is  what  he  says  under  Arkansas,  in  regard  to  a 
Dispensation  being  granted  to  receive  a  ballot  upon  petitions 
of  the  brethren  without  awaiting  the  usual  time  as  a  means  of 
reviving  a  dying  Chapter.  We  agree  with  Comp.  Edwards 
on  this  question,  and  it  should  be  hard  work  to  get  a  Dispen¬ 
sation  to  cover  a  case  of  this  kind. 

Under  California,  he  states  a  rather  amusing  circumstance 
in  the  fact  of  a  ballot  having  been  taken,  the  candidates  de¬ 
clared  elected,  and  it  appearing  afterwards  that  there  were  no 
balls  in  the  box  except  white  ones.  Of  course  the  elections 
were  set  aside.  It  would  not  be  very  hard  work,  under  those 
circumstances,  to  elect  all  the  worthy  candidates  (as  well  as 
unworthy  ones,  too),  whose  names  were  presented. 

We  do  not  find  Pennsylvania  mentioned  in  Comp.  Edwards’ 
report,  and  we  suppose  our  fine  large  volume  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  must  have  been  lost  in  the  Delaware  in  trying  to  get 
across  to  New  Jersey.  We  are  sure,  from  the  size  of  it,  if  it 
got  into  the  reviewer’s  hands  it  could  not  have  been  mislaid. 
Even  if  Pennsylvania  was  not  reviewed,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence  is  a  good  one,  and  contains 
much  that  is  of  interest  to  all  students  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Comp.  Anthony  Schoder  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  Comp.  George  B.  Edwards  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Jersey  will  be  held  at  Trenton  on  Wednesday,  May  nth, 

1898. 
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NEW  YORK. 

The  One  Hundredth  Annual  Convocation  (counting  the 
first  Convocation  held  in  1798  as  the  first  annual),  so  the 
printed  proceedings  say,  convened  at  Masonic  Temple,  Albany, 
on  February  2d,  1897. 

Most  Excellent  M.  E.  George  E.  W.  Stivers,  Grand  High 
Priest,  was  in  the  chair.  The  Grand  Officers  were  all  present, 
eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  Representatives  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
Chapters.  There  were  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  officers 
and  members  present,  and  there  would  have  been  one  more 
had  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
answered  to  his  name,  but  he  was  not  present. 

An  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Comp.  James  Ten 
Eyck,  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Association  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

We  have  before  spoken  of  the  magnificent  volume  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  always 
makes,  and  it  is  fully  up  to  the  standard  this  year.  It  is 
finely  printed  and  contains  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  pages. 
It  contains  as  a  frontispiece  a  steel  plate  engraving  of  Grand 
High  Priest  Stivers,  another  of  Grand  Secretary  Christopher 
G.  Fox,  and  a  portrait  of  R.  E.  George  McGowan,  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  is  also  given. 

After  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  address, 
beginning  as  follows  : 

“I  greet  and  extend  to  each  of  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  a 
fraternal  welcome  to  this,  the  One  Hundredth  Annual  Convocation  of  this 
Grand  Chapter.  These  annual  gatherings  are  as  oases  in  the  desert  of  life. 


206 


THE)  GRAND  HORY  ROYAR  ARCH 


[1897. 


We  meet  here  in  our  Sacred  Tabernacle,  apart  from  the  world,  to  renew  the 
old  and  to  form  new  ties. 

‘  ‘  Another  mile-stone  on  our  Masonic  pathway  has  been  reached.  Once 
more  upon  our  holy  altar  we  rekindle  the  fires  of  hope  and  charity ;  once 
more  in  the  providence  of  Almighty  God  we  are  permitted  to  assemble, 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions  (and  in  our  new  home),  to  render  an 
account  of  our  stewardship,  and  to  legislate  for  our  future.  We  bring  to  you 
assurances  from  every  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  renewed  interest  in  our 
beloved  institution.  The  returns  of  a  majority  of  our  Chapters  show  an  in¬ 
crease  of  membership,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  fact  that  we  have 
reached  the  high  mark  at  which  we  aimed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year — a 
substantial  growth  of  our  community. 

‘  ‘  Almost  one  hundred  years  ago  a  number  of  faithful  Craftsmen  met  in 
this  city  and  instituted  this  Grand  Chapter,  and,  like  the  great  strong  oak, 
which  from  little  acorns  grow,  it  has  grown  and  flourished,  and  now,  after 
the  lapse  of  these  many  years,  this  noble  tree  of  ours,  strong  in  body,  with 
its  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  branches,  from  which  have  sprouted  twenty 
thousand  leaves,  in  spreading  its  benign  influence  almost  everywhere  in  our 
great  State. 

“The  founders  of  this  body  builded  better  than  they  knew,  conspicuous 
among  whom  was  DeWitt  Clinton,  the  gentleman  and  scholar,  its  first  Grand 
High  Priest,  whose  subsequent  career  as  a  statesman  added  lustre  to  his 
name — a  beloved  Companion,  whose  memory  will  always  be  honored  and 
revered  by  the  Royal  Craft. 

“  We  can  readily  imagine,  from  the  indestructible  character  of  Masonry,  a 
small  number  of  earnest  workers  thus  coming  together  for  its  common  good, 
with  a  determination  to  foster  its  interests  and  perpetuate  the  principles  of 
the  Royal  Craft  by  the  organization  in  this  State  of  a  Grand  Chapter.  They 
were  men  influential  in  society,  of  great  worth,  brainy  men,  men  of  affairs, 
yet  willingly  gave  a  sufficiency  of  their  valuable  time  to  securely  plant,  and 
to  protect  for  a  time,  the  broad  and  deep  foundations  of  the  grand  edifice 
which  we,  and  those  who  shall  come  after  us  as  their  successors,  will  strive 
to  complete. 

“  We  look  back  with  gratitude  to  those  founders  of  our  institution  with  a 
peaceful  happiness  in  the  present ;  and  stimulated  by  their  example,  and  en¬ 
couraged  and  strengthened  by  the  success  of  their  undertaking,  we  greet 
with  feelings  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  beginning  of  our  second  century, 
confident,  from  its  past  history,  of  the  future  advancement,  and  of  the  com¬ 
ing  greatness  and  glory  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction. 

“  We  must  not  rest  upon  the  achievements  of  the  past.  Ret  us  continue 
in  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  honor,  and  rejoicing  that  the  principles  of 
Masonry  have  been  our  guiding  star,  pass  on  to  our  destiny  with  the  courage 
of  our  convictions.” 
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He  devotes  a  couple  of  pages  to  notices  of  the  dead,  among 
which  he  mentions  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Michael  Nisbet, 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  reports  making  fifty-six  official  visita¬ 
tions,  and  forty-two  informal  visitations,  and  traveling  more 
than  forty-five  hundred  miles  to  make  his  official  visits.  He 
says  : 

“  Official  visits  create  a  better  feeling,  a  closer  interest,  and  a  clearer  under¬ 
standing  of  our  ritual  and  degrees.  They  make  better  Masons  of  us  all,  more 
interested  officers  and  members.  The  beauties  of  our  system,  the  grandeur 
and  deep  import  of  the  lessons  taught,  are  better  understood.” 

Besides  the  large  number  of  visits  in  his  own  State,  he 
found  time  to  visit  three  Grand  Chapters  and  a  Subordinate 
Chapter  outside  of  his  State. 

From  his  decisions  we  take  the  following : 

“  Question.  Can  you  grant  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  in  less  time  than  two  weeks  ? 

“  Answer.  No  ;  the  Constitution  is  very  explicit  on  this  point.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  has  no  power  to  grant  such  a  dispensation. 

“  Question.  A  candidate  having  received  the  Mark  and  Past  Master's 
Degrees,  seemed  to  be  more  familiar  with  the  Past  Master’s  Degree  than 
novices  should  be,  and  upon  questioning  him  he  said  he  had  got  information 
from  a  Companion,  but  would  not  tell  his  name.  Can  we  confer  the  other 
Degrees  upon  him  ? 

“  Answer.  The  Brother  is  entitled  to  complete  his  Capitular  Degrees. 

“  Question.  A  Brother  came  from  Pennsylvania  about  three  months  ago; 
previous  to  that  he  had  lived  in  New  York  a  year  or  two  ago.  Can  he 
petition  the  Chapter  after  living  here  four  months  ? 

“  Answer.  He  must  reside  in  the  State  one  year.” 

He  gives  an  account  of  a  reception  given  by  a  Lodge  to 
R.  W.  William  J.  McDonald,  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  course  of  his  remarks  on  this  subject,  he  has  the 
following  to  say  : 

“  The  man}'  different  Masonic  organizations,  of  which  our  distinguished 
Companion  is  a  member,  were  invited,  and  attended  in  a  body.  The  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  were,  in  compliment  to  our  esteemed  Past  Chief,  in¬ 
vited  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  clothed  as  such  (an  unusual  sight  in  a  Lodge, 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1897. 


208 


but,  nevertheless,  proper  and  correct,  an  evidence  of  respect),  and  that  our 
place  in  the  Mystic  Circle  was  both  important  and  honorable. 

“  M.  W.  John  Stewart,  Grand  Master,  presided  during  the  exercises.  By 
his  courtesy,  I  was  presented  to  the  Brethren,  with  the  remark  that  I  might 
have  something  to  say  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  It  was  an  opportunity 
rarely  afforded  a  Grand  High  Priest  to  address  a  Podge  of  Master  Masons  on 
that  subject.  I  appreciated  the  courtesy,  grasped  the  opportunity,  and 
addressed  the  audience  with  such  ability  as  I  could  command. 

“  It  certainly  was  a  graceful  compliment  to  the  Royal  Craft  that  we,  in  the 
garb  of  and  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  were  invited  to  be  with  our  brethren  in 
their  Tiled  Lodge.” 

R.  W.  Bro.  and  Comp.  Ehlers,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
on  the  occasion,  said  it  was  the  most  unique  and  diversified 
assembly  of  Masons  he  had  ever  attended,  and  he  doubted  if 
any  other  of  our  Representative  Masons  could  have  gathered 
such  a  galaxy. 

After  fully  treating  a  number  of  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
Companions  in  New  York,  the  Grand  High  Priest  closed  his 
address  as  follows  : 


“  Companions,  when  you  go  to  your  homes,  carry  with  you  my  most  grate¬ 
ful  remembrance  of  your  many  acts  of  kindness.  Be  true  to  your  Chapters 
and  faithful  in  your  attendance  at  the  meetings,  and  see  to  it  that  they  are 
agreeable,  entertaining  and  instructive.  If  an  officer,  be  ever  ready  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  incumbent  upon  you  with  a  deep  sense  of  your  responsibility 
and  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  place  of  honor  and  trust  that  you 
occupy.  We  have  opportunities  to  add  members  to  our  Chapters,  and  the 
right  to  seek  out  and  advise  with  brethren  whom  we  are  desirous  of  adding 
to  our  numbers.  Let  us  not  fail  to  grasp  such  favorable  circumstances,  and 
our  efforts  will  be  well  rewarded. 

“  One  year  ago  you  placed  confidence  in  me  by  bestowing  upon  me  the 
highest  gift  in  your  power,  and  intrusted  to  my  keeping  the  honor  and  integ¬ 
rity  of  the  Royal  Craft.  I  have  tried  to  prove  to  you  my  appreciation  of  the 
trust  thus  committed  to  me  by  doing  all  that  I  could  for  Capitular  Masonry. 

“  ‘  May  the  chain  of  friendship  formed  by  the  links  which  are  dropped 
here  serve  to  unite  us  more  closely  in  spirit  with  our  Companions.  May 
each  link  be  brought  to  a  white  heat  in  the  fires  of  Love  ;  and,  forged  on  the 
anvils  of  Truth,  may  they  be  strong  as  iron,  yet  light  as  air,  keeping  us 
bravely  to  the  duties  of  Life.’ 
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“  Thus  ends  the  record  of  my  official  term.  My  task  is  finished  ;  my  work 
before  you  for  inspection.  I  trust  it  will  stand  the  test  of  the  Grand 
Overseer’s  square.” 


We  take  the  following  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  : 


Number  exalted  during  the  year, . 1  >355 

Affiliated, .  132 

Restored, . 140 

Dimitted, . 232 

Suspended, . 584 

Expelled, .  2 

Died, . 327 

Net  increase, . 482 


The  Grand  Chaplain,  as  usual,  delivered  his  annual  address, 
and  this  year  it  was  a  very  interesting  paper  entitled,  “  The 
Genius  of  Freemasonry.” 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  ceremonial  for  the  Centennial 
Celebration  of  the  Grand  Chapter  reported  a  programme 
which  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  Finance  and 
iVccounts,  and  later  in  the  proceedings  we  find  that  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Five  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  Celebration. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  that  the  Annual  Report'  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  hereafter  submitted  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  be  restricted  to  fifty  printed  pages. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  is,  as 
usual,  by  Comp.  George  J.  Gardner,  and  contains  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-five  pages.  Every  page  in  it  is  interesting,  and 
Comp.  Gardner  will  have  a  very  hard  task  in  presenting 
a  report  of  only  fifty  pages.  He  begins  his  report  this  year 
in  saying  : 


“  Time,  in  its  annual  round,  finds  us  once  more  seated  at  the  reportorial 
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table,  preparing  to  present  to  you  our  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 

“  Before  us  looms  up  a  stately  pile  of  documents  containing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  kindred  bodies  throughout  the  Capitular  world,  all  bringing  tidings 
from  the  various  branches  of  our  Masonic  family  at  home  and  abroad. 

“  These  missives  come  to  us  garbed  in  all  colors  of  the  rainbow,  from  the 
highly-colored  and  richly-embossed  dressing  of  white,  scarlet  and  gold  of 
South  Dakota,  to  the  modest,  sober,  Quaker  gray  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Jersey,  as  well  as  the  betokening  sign  of  sorrow  and  death  displayed  in  the 
sable  and  silver  of  Connecticut. 

“  Between  these  exteriors,  we  expect  to  find,  as  heretofore,  the  language 
contained  therein  to  be  as  varied  as  the  shades  of  their  coverings.  Prosy 
legislative  proceedings,  glowing  accounts  of  social  festivities,  animated  argu¬ 
mentative  discussions,  criticisms  of  actions  and  opinions,  and  now  and  then  a 
spicy  witticism  interspersed,  all  of  which  will  serve  to  vary  the  monotony  of  a 
continuous  reading.  But,  alas  !  these  volumes  serve  to  remind  us  that  death 
is  abroad  in  the  world,  for  we  shall  undoubtedly  find,  as  ever  before,  that 
many  a  sable-bordered  memorial  page  has  been  inserted ;  that  the  sprig  of 
acacia — the  emblem  of  life  immortal — has  been  cast  into  many  a  newly- 
opened  grave,  and  that  the  branches  of  the  cypress  wave  over  many  a  loved 
one  who  has  ‘  gone  before.’  ” 

The  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  are  fraternally  reviewed, 
and  over  nine  pages  are  devoted  to  our  State.  They  are  the 
proceedings  for  the  year  1895.  He  quotes  liberally  from  the 
speeches  and  the  account  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  has  kind  words  to  say  in 
regard  to  our  Grand  Officers  and  our  Correspondence  Report. 

There  is  nothing  special  in  what  Comp.  Gardner  says  of 
Pennsylvania  to  reply  to,  and  as  we  are  in  1897,  and  he  was 
reviewing  a  report  of  1895,  we  believe  we  will  pass  it  by  with¬ 
out  very  much  comment.  There  is  lots  of  meat  in  the  other 
parts  of  his  report,  but  the  other  members  of  the  Committee 
may  write  on  the  same  subjects  when  reviewing  the  other 
Jurisdictions. 

He  closes  his  report,  as  follows : 

“  Companions,  we  have  spread  our  table  and  furnished  it  with  the  choicest 
of  food,  not  for  the  stomach,  but  for  the  brain,  and  ask  you  to  partake  thereof 
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bountifully.  To  the  literary  epicure  a  banquet  is  here  furnished,  in  which 
he  can  indulge  to  a  surfeit.  It  is  no  Barmecidian  feast  of  imaginary  viands, 
but  a  banquet  fit  for  a  literary  Lucullus ;  the  product  of  cultivated  minds, 
and  the  outcome  of  years  of  laborious  study  and  wearisome  toil.  ‘  Read, 
mark,  learn  and  inwardly  digest  it,’  and  it  will  aid  you  in  your  search  for 
further  light  in  Masonry,  and  enable  you  to  spend  man}’  an  hour  profitably 
in  that  which  may  not  possibly  ‘  put  money  into  the  purse,’  but  will  put 
knowledge  into  the  brain.” 

Comp.  George  E.  W.  Stivers  was  re-elected  Grand  High 

Priest,  and  Comp.  Christian  G.  Fox  was  re-elected  Grand 

Secretary. 

* 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North 
Carolina  convened  in  its  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation,  at 
the  Hall  of  Concord  Chapter,  in  the  City  of  Wilmington,  May 
nth,  1897,  and  opened  in  solemn  form,  the  Grand  Chaplain 
leading  the  devotions. 

Comp.  W.  S.  Liddell,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and 
there  were  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  commenced  his  annual  address  as 
follows : 

“  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  greet  you  and  welcome  you  to  our  Forty- 
Ninth  Convocation. 

‘  ‘  Masonically  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  gala  week,  and  I  know  of  no 
place  where  we  could  have  enjoyed  ourselves  more  than  in  our  city  by  the 
sea. 

“  A  man  that  does  not  love  Wilmington  and  her  citizens  has  never  been 
here.  I  have  and  can  therefore  congratulate  you. 

‘  ‘  We  are  assembled  to  render  an  account  of  our  official  acts  for  the  past 
year,  note  what  errors  have  been  made,  devise  ways  and  means  for  avoiding 
mistakes  in  the  future,  and  select  as  leaders  those  whose  knowledge  and 
ability  will  naturally  prevent  them  from  falling  into  error,  and  whose  zeal 
for  Capitular  Masonry  cannot  fail  to  give  our  Royal  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction 
the  enthusiasm  it  so  much  needs.” 
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Under  Necrology,  the  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that 
there  had  been  no  deaths  among  the  members  of  their  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  year  that  had  just  closed. 

Among  the  deaths  in  sister  Jurisdictions,  he  mentioned 
that  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Michael  Nisbet,  and  his  name 
also  appears  in  the  tablet  devoted  to  the  distinguished  dead. 

He  gives  an  account  of  his  visitations  and  dispensations, 
and  under  the  head  of  decisions  we  find  the  following  : 

‘  ‘  I  have  been  asked  to  decide  but  one  question  during  my  term  of  office 
and  while  within  the  State. 

“  Is  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in  good  standing  while  he  voluntarily  remains 
a  non-affiliate  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  ? 

“  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  of  either  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  that  compels  a  Companion  to  retain  his  membership  in  the 
Blue  Lodge.” 

Later  in  the  proceedings  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
made  a  report  that  his  decision  was  correct,  which  report  was 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  Pennsylvania  any  Chapter 
Mason  who  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  for  six  months 
is  dropped  from  the  roll  of  members  of  his  Chapter. 

He  referred  in  his  address  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana, 
in  regard  to  an  official  of  the  Chapter  being  rendered  ineligible 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  on  account  of  holding  one 
of  the  principle  positions  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  this  law  be  repealed.  The  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows  on  this  matter  : 

‘  ‘  The  recommendation  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  allow  an 
officer  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  elected  to  one  of  the  principal  offices  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  retain  his  office  in  the  subordinate  Chapter,  has  received 
careful  consideration  by  the  Committee,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
the  change  would  not  be  advisable,  and  they  therefore  do  not  concur  in  the 
recommendation.” 
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We  do  not  see  why  holding  an  office  in  the  Grand  Chapter 
should  interfere  with  a  Companion’s  work  in  a  Subordinate 
Chapter ;  at  least  it  would  not  interfere  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  concluded  his  address  as  follows  : 


“In  conclusion,  Companions,  and  before  proceeding  with  the  business  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  I  want  to  thank  you  one  and  all  for  the  distinction  you 
conferred  on  me  a  year  ago.  I  have  not  been  an  ideal  Grand  High  Priest, 
but  there  has  not  been  a  time  when  I  have  not  been  read}'  to  make  sacrifices 
for  the  good  of  the  order,  and  if  my  health  had  permitted,  I  would  have  left 
a  better  record.  I  will  soon  be  a  back  number,  but  you  will  find  me  just  as 
active  and  enthusiastic  as  those  who  are  yet  to  be  honored. 

“  To  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter  I  wish  to  return  my  thanks  for  their 
kind  assistance  and  co-operations.  To  the  Grand  Secretary  I  owe  more  than 
thanks.  My  admiration  for  him  has  long  since  become  affection,  and  I  want 
to  say  that  the  man  who  says  he  knows  Horace  H.  Munson  and  does  not  love 
him  must  be  a  monstrosity. 

“  My  official  acts  and  recommendations  are  now  before  you. 

“  I  have  endeavored  to  be  plain  and  simple  in  my  report,  and  hope  to  re¬ 
ceive  your  approval.  I  thank  you  for  your  respectful  attention,  and  pray 
God  to  bless  you  all.” 


At  the  last  Annual  Convocation  the  Grand  Chapter  agreed 
to  pay  the  expenses  for  one  year  towards  completing  the 
education  of  an  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  girl  at  the  Normal 
School  in  Greensboro.  The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
would  not  allow  this  action  to  be  repeated  this  year.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  recommended  that  the  amount  for  this 
purpose  be  raised  by  private  subscription. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Semi-Centennial 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  North  Carolina  presented  a  report, 
which  was  adopted.  They  recommended  that  some  time  at 
the  next  Annual  Convocation  be  set  apart  for  the  ceremonies 
pertaining  to  the  celebration  of  this  period  in  their  history, 
and  the  following  order  of  exercises  was  adopted  : 
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Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Historical  Address  by - 

Evolution  of  Free  Masonry  by - 

Short  Addresses  by  Distinguished  Visitors. 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  North  Carolina, 

The  Committee  also  reported  to  allow  any  Chapter  in  the 
Jurisdiction  to  give  their  history  from  its  organization  to  date, 
not  to  exceed  two  pages,  which  history  is  to  be  printed  with 
the  proceedings. 

From  the  abstract  of  the  returns  of  Subordinate  Chapters, 
we  take  the  following  : 


Members  in  1896 . 

Exalted . .  .  .  , 

Admitted . 

Reinstated . 

Excluded  . 

Withdrawn  .  .  .  .  . 

Died  . 

Whole  number  of  members 


771 

40 

11 

2 

38 

20' 

17 

765 


The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  James  South- 
gate,  and  takes  up  128  pages  of  the  proceedings. 

In  his  introduction,  Comp.  Southgate  says  : 


“We  do  not  propose  to  discuss  many  points,  for  most  of  those  in  dispute 
have  been  before  the  Capitular  world  for  many  years,  and  the  veterans  of  the 
Reportorial  Corps  have  had  much  to  say  and  often.  We  trust,  however,  the 
report  will  merit  the  careful  perusal  of  our  Companions,  for  whom  we  have 
published  (without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward),  and  will  in  some  measure 
keep  up  a  growing  interest  in  our  ranks,  .so  that  the  old  North  State  will  not 
be  left  very  far  in  the  procession,  which  is  marching  on  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  until  all  our  hills  and  valleys  shall  resound  with  our  motto,  ‘  Holi¬ 
ness  to  the  Lord.’.” 

After  Comp.  Southgate  had  closed  his  report,  Pennsylvania 
and  several  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  which  had  not  arrived 
in  time  for  his  report,  turned  up,  and  among  them  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  reviewed  in  four  pages. 


1897-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


215 


He  says  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  valuable 
document,  and  is  a  very  concise  account  of  the  business 
transactions  by  him  during  the  year.  He  agrees  with  the 
Grand  High  Priest  on  the  question  of  the  representative 
system. 

In  regard  to  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  elect  a  Treasurer,  and  also  two  Dispensations  to  elect 
Secretaries,  he  says,  “  both  of  these  being  elective  offices  it 
would  seem  best  that  pro  tern,  appointments  be  made  until  the 
next  election.  That  is  the  general  rule.”  In  Pennsylvania, 
when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  Secretary  or  Treasurer, 
a  Dispensation  is  always  asked  for,  and  some  Companion 
elected  to  serve  the  balance  of  the  Masonic  year,  instead  of  the 
positions  being  filled  by  appointment. 

After  saying  the  Report  on  Correspondence  in  Pennsylvania 
is  written  by  the  five  members  of  the  Committee,  he  says : 

“  Each  had  assigned  to  them  certain  States  for  review,  and  well  did  they 
accomplish  the  work.  The  report  consists  of  154  pages,  and  is  a  review  of 
51  Grand  jurisdictions.  We  find  that  North  Carolina  for  1896  is  among  those 
reviewed  by  Comp.  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  and  we  thank  the  reviewer  for  fraternal 
notice  of  our  proceedings. 

■H*  vr  ■¥?  vc  v£  •$£  vc  tv 

“He  advertises  for  information  in  regard  to  that  ‘seven  shovelfuls  of 
earth,’  and  wants  to  know  if  it  has  ever  been  used  in  any  jurisdiction.  We 
join  the  Companion  to  find  this  out,  and  if  he  has  any  replies  to  his  inquiry 
we  will  be  obliged  for  the  information.” 

No,  Comp.  Southgate,  we  have  had  no  replies  to  our 
inquiry  in  regard  to  the  “  seven  shovelfuls  of  earth,”  and  we 
have  no  doubt  but  that  we  will  never  receive  any. 

Comp.  Southgate  always  writes  an  interesting  report,  and 
this  is  just  like  the  former  ones. 

Comp.  William  A.  Withers,  of  Raleigh,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Comp.  Horace  H.  Munson  was  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  at  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  June 
10th,  1897. 

Comp.  Albert  B.  Herrick,  the  Most  Excellent  High  Priest, 
was  in  the  chair.  After  the  appointment  of  some  committees, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  began  his  address,  welcoming  the 
Companions,  and  he  had  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to 
Masonry  in  Dakota,  which  we  think  is  worth  giving  in  full : 

“Masonry  has  had  a  wonderful  growth  in  the  young  State  of  North 
Dakota.  Thrown  upon  its  own  resources  when  the  division  of  territory 
occurred,  each  and  every  Mason  felt  a  personal  responsibility,  until  to-day 
we  can  feel  a  just  pride  in  our  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

“Not  many  years  ago  our  land  was  seamed  by  buffalo  trails,  as  they 
roamed  in  thousands  over  our  boundless  plains  ;  then  came  the  first  seekers 
after  homes.  Ret  us  look  at  them  and  see  what  material  they  were  for  a 
Masonic  Order.  The  settler  pre-empts  his  land  ;  the  law  requires  that  his 
witnesses  swear  he  has  a  window  in  his  shanty,  and  accordingly  a  window 
frame  is  hung  up  somewhere.  Another  settler  reads  that  his  house  must  be 
‘  twelve  by  fourteen.’  Accordingly,  he  whittles  out  a  house,  and  swears  it 
is  twelve  by  fourteen,  but  omits  to  state  that  it  is  inches  instead  of  feet. 
Then  the  house  on  wheels  came,  so  that  when  a  few  hundred  settlers  had 
'‘proved  up,’  our  broad  laud  was  as  destitute  of  families  as  my  head  of  its 
rightful  covering.  Our  first  settlers  in  their  oaths  of  fulfillment,  or  pre¬ 
emption  laws,  acted  in  accordance  with  the  old  Spanish  proverb  :  ‘  Oaths 

are  words,  and  words  are  wind.’  But  the  men  who  came  later  wished  to 
better  themselves.  They  love  the  prairie  for  its  broadness,  its  fertility,  its 
vast  resources,  as  well  as  the  sun  which  a  cloud  scarcely  obscures,  and 
which  at  eventide  ends  in  such  glorious  sunsets.  They  were  men  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  of  honor,  and  after  a  few  years  of  toil  brought  their  families  or 
brides  from  the  east.  Their  numbers  were  few,  and  each  addition  was 
welcomed,  helped  and  encouraged.  With  this  good  will  throughout  Dakota, 
is  it  a  wonder  that  Masonry  has  spread  to  such  an  extent  ?  Men  were  lonely 
and  sought  for  friendship,  love  and  sympathy,  and  gladly  gave  the  same  in 
return.  These  are  the  true  Masonic  principles,  and  out  of  which  our  Order 
has  gained  a  standing  which  it  could  not  have  gained  -in  a  more  thickly- 
settled  State  in  so  short  a  time.” 


He  devotes  a  great  deal  of  space  in  his  address  to  a  notice 
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of  the  distinguished  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions.  Two  Dispen¬ 
sations  were  granted,  one  for  installing  the  officers  of  a 
Chapter,  which  “  inclemency  of  weather”  prevented  at  the 
proper  time.  He  reports  the  Constitution  of  a  new  Chapter  at 
Minot. 

He  closes  his  address  as  follows  : 

> 

“  This  is  my  last  year  in  North  Dakota,  and  it  will  be  hard  to  say  good-bye 
to  the  Order  whose  welfare  has  been  a  part  of  my  life,  and  which  I  have 
loved  so  much.  From  the  first  small  offices  my  pride  grew.  Some  offices 
have  had  many  duties,  but  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  which  you  have 
given  me  the  honor  to  hold,  has  held  few  duties,  and  has  allowed  the  honor 
to  be  felt  and  enjoyed  without  labor,  yet  the  Mason  who  labors  is  happier 
than  the  one  without  work,  so  I  shall  always  look  back  at  the  past  few  years 
as  the  happiest  of  my  life.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  not  only  come  up 
to,  but  far  exceeds,  my  loftiest  ideas,  beauty  and  charity — charity  meaning 
love.” 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  find  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  fifteen  during  the  year,  and  the  present 
membership  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  was  $856.20. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  recommended,  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  adopted  their  recommendation,  that  a  fine  of  five 
dollars  be  imposed  on  all  Chapters  whose  annual  reports,  dues 
and  fees  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  by  May 
15th  of  each  year. 

Comp.  Heonard  A.  Rose,  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  was  present  and  took  part  in  the 
proceedings. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  the  proceedings 
are  of  local  interest,  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  not  of  interest 
to  many  Companions  outside  of  their  own  Jurisdiction. 

Comp.  David  E.  Morgan,  of  Devil’s  Fake,  was  elected  Most 
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Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Comp.  Frank  J.  Thompson y 
of  Fargo  (who  is  very  popular  with  the  Companions  in 
Dakota),  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  (with  jurisdiction  over  the  Provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland), 
was  held  in  Halifax,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  June,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  S.  W.  Crabbe,  Grand  High  Priest,  was  present 
and  presided. 

Representatives  were  present  from  eight  Subordinate 
Chapters. 

Among  the  list  of  the  Representatives  of  Grand  Chapters,, 
we  failed  to  find  the  name  of  the  Grand  Representative  from 
Pennsylvania. 

One  of  the  first  things  they  do  in  Nova  Scotia  is  to  read  the 
“  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Grand  Chapter  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  business.”  There  are  seven  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  order  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as 
well  as  to  how  different  points  are  to  be  decided,  a  great  many 
of  which  are  matters  which,  in  Pennsylvania,  are  left  entirely 
to  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Regulation  7  reads  as  follows : 

“No  motion  of  a  new  subject  shall  be  made,  nor  any  new  matter  entered 
upon,  after  n  o’clock  at  night.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  welcoming  the  Companions  to 
the  Convocation,  said  : 

“  I  feel  assured  from  what  I  have  seen  in  my  travels  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  made  fair  progress  in  our  jurisdiction 
since  last  we  met.” 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  said  that  he  had  received  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  be  present  at  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  had  forwarded  a  com¬ 
munication  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  acknowledging 
his  kind  invitation  and  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  also  reported,  that  they  regretted  the  inability  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  to  be  present  at  our  Centennial  Cele¬ 
bration. 

Among  the  Dispensations  granted,  was  one  to  wear  Royal 
Arch  clothing  at  a  Masonic  dinner  on  St.  John’s  Day.  In 
Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch  Masons  never  appear  in  public  in 
Masonic  clothing. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  course  of  his  address,  said  the 
following  questions  were  asked  him,  and  his  answer  is  given 
below  the  questions : 

“  1st.  Can  a  Chapter  confer  the  degrees  on  a  minister  without  fee  ?  ” 

“  2d.  Can  a  Chapter  revote  the  fees  paid  by  a  candidate  after  his  exalta¬ 
tion?” 

“  I  answered  that  a  Chapter  cannot  confer  the  degrees  for  a  less  sum  than 
$20.00,  nor  can  a  Chapter  revote  the  amount  after  a  candidate  has  received 
the  degrees.” 

It  is  amusing  how  often  this  same  question  bobs  up  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  different  Grand  Chapters,  and  we  are  glad 
to  say  that  it  is  usually  decided  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Nova  Scotia  decided  it  in  this  instance.  The  Committee  on 
the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  concurred  in  the  decision  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

In  closing  his  address,  he  thanked  the  officers  and  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  different  Chapters  he  had  visited  for  the  kind¬ 
nesses  shown  him,  and  also  took  pleasure  in  stating  that  from 
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the  Grand  Secretary’s  returns  it  would  be  seen  that  the  past 
year  had  been  one  of  the  most  promising  in  the  history  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  Report  showed  a  balance  in  his 
hands  of  $418.00. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 


Number  of  Chapters, . 14 

Exalted, . 62 

Affiliated, . 3 

Suspended, .  5 

Dimitted,  . 11 

Missing, . 11 

Died, .  9 

Present  membership, . 706 


After  the  evening  session,  Ex-Comp.  Hon.  William  Ross, 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  M.  W.  Master  Mason 
of  Nova  Scotia,  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  walk  in  procession  with  the  Grand  Eodge  and  attend 
Divine  Services,  which  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  proceedings  give  the  returns  in  full  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters,  together  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  form  of  By-Laws  for  Subordinate  Chapters,  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  government  of  the  Grand  Chapter  during  the 
time  of  business,  and  pages  are  set  apart  in  memoriam  to  the 
deceased  Companions. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  the  business 
transacted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  was  mainly  of  local  interest 
only. 

D.  H.  Campbell  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Rose,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  to  meet  in  the  City  of 
Halifax  on  Tuesday,  June  8th,  1897. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia  was  held  in 
Freemasons’  Hall,  Halifax,  June  8th,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell  presided  as  Grand  High  Priest, 
with  all  the  Grand  Officers  present  except  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  whom,  we  learn,  by  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address, 
was  confined  at  home  by  his  serious  illness. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  reading  of  the  “  Regu¬ 
lations  for  the  government  of  the  Grand  Chapter  during  the 
time  of  business.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  began  his  address  as  follows : 


“  Again,  by  the  favor  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  we  meet  in 
annual  convocation.  Again  we  assemble  to  review  the  past,  and  to  take 
such  measures  for  the  future  as  will  promote  the  best  interests  of  this  branch 
of  an  institution  we  so  much  admire. 

“  I  am  pleased  to  see  you  ;  and  to  each  and  all  here  assembled,  I  extend  a 
cordial  and  fraternal  greeting,  and  bid  you  -welcome  to  this,  the  twenty- 
eighth  annual  convocation  of  our  General  Chapter. 

“  I  have  to  congratulate  you,  my  Companions,  upon  the  continued  pros¬ 
perity  that  has  attended  the  labors  of  the  members  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this 
jurisdiction  for  the  past  year.  This  is  the  more  worthy  of  mention,  as  the 
Province  at  large  has  been  suffering  from  the  effects  of  financial  depression, 
crippling,  to  a  great  extent,  the  energies  and  desires  of  those  who  would 
willingly  associate  themselves  with  us.  ’  ’ 


He  gives  a  full  account  of  his  visitations  and  a  number  of 
Dispensations,  among  which  was  one  to  wear  Royal  Arch 
regalia  at  the  annual  Masonic  dinner  of  a  Dodge,  and  also  to 
do  the  same  at  an  “  at  home  ”  with  a  Blue  Lodge. 

Among  the  Grand  Representatives  he  reported  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  “  R.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  S.  Yoke ,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.”  The  only  thing  wrong  about 
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this  is  that  the  Companion’s  name  whom  he  appointed  is  not 
Yoke ,  but  Yoke. 

He  concludes  his  address  as  follows  : 

4  ‘  The  important  duties  appertaining  to  the  high  position  you  have  honored 
me  with  I  have  discharged  to  the  best  of  my  humble  ability.  To  the  officers 
and  members  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  cordial  co-operation,  and 
take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  uniform  kindness  which  I  have 
received  from  all  quarters  and  upon  every  occasion.  To  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  pro  tem .,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks.  He  has,  at  all  times,  rendered 
me  most  valuable  assistance  in  the  performance  of  my  various  duties.” 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  : 


Number  of  members,  last  returns, . 734 

Exalted, . 51 

Affiliated  and  reinstated, .  6 

Suspended, . 22 

Dimitted, . 21 

Missing, .  6 

Died, . 14 

Present  membership, . 728 


There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  the  proceedings 
relate  entirely  to  affairs  of  local  interest. 

M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Darrach  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell,  Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO. 

When  Comp.  George  D.  McBride,  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  called  the  Eighty-First  Annual 
Convocation  to  order  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  September  29th, 
1897,  everyone  of  his  Grand  Officers  were  present,  ten  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  and  every  Chapter  represented  but  eleven 
in  the  whole  State. 
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Comp.  James  W.  Iredell,  Jr.,  the  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  was  also  present. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  welcomed  to  Springfield  “  in  a  very 
neat  address  ”  by  Comp.  W.  E.  Banta,  the  High  Priest  of 
Springfield  Chapter,  No.  48,  which  was  responded  to  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Committees,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  then  presented  the  Past  Grand  High 
Priests. 

The  next  in  order  was  the  reception  of  the  Deputy  General 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  wdio  was  introduced  by  a  Committee,  of  which 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Bromwell  was  the  Chairman.  He 
made  a  neat  address  which  was  responded  to  by  Comp. 
Lemmon. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  began  his  address  as  follows  : 


“  Another  year  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  completed, 
and  we  are  again,  under  the  Providence  of  the  Great  I  Am,  assembled  in 
annual  convocation,  to  review  the  past,  deliberate  on  the  present,  and  legis¬ 
late  for  the  future  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  grand  jurisdiction, 
and  may  the  God  of  our  fathers  be  with  us  and  approve  our  labors. 

‘  ‘  It  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  extend  to  each  of  you  a  truly  Masonic  welcome 
to  this,  our  eighty-first  annual  convocation,  and  to  lay  before  you  an  account 
of  my  official  acts,  hoping  for  your  approval.” 


The  Grand  High  Priest  starts  out  by  paying  a  tribute  to  the 
dead.  Their  Grand  Chapter  suffered  severely  the  past  year, 
and  lost  the  following  Companions  of  prominence  : 

Comp.  Thomas  J.  Melish,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in 
1822  and  died  at  his  home  in  Clifton,  Ohio,  November  nth, 
1896.  He  was  the  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Harvey  Vinal,  was  born  in  New  York  in  1807 
and  died  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  February  17th,  1897.  He  was 
the  oldest  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Ohio,  having  been 
elected  Grand  High  Priest  in  1862. 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  Burnham  Hovey,  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1826  and  died  at  his  home  in  Marietta,  Ohio, 
April  25th,  1897.  He  served  as  Grand  High  Priest  during 
the  years  1879  an<^  1880. 

E.  Comp.  Jacob  Randall,  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
April  1st,  1825,  and  died  September  13th,  1897.  He  was  the 
Excellent  Grand  Guard  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  mentions  the  deaths  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  Capitular  Masons  of  other  Jurisdictions,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  other  members  of  their  own  Grand  Chapter. 

Among  the  business  reported  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  is 
the  Constitution  of  three  new  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closes  his  address  as  follows : 


1  ‘  Companions,  I  desire  to  record  inv  thanks  to  the  Royal  Craft  for  the 
many  courtesies  received  as  your  representative,  and  for  timely  advice  and 
assistance  given  me  by  my  associate  officers.  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
M.  K.  Comp.  Chas.  C.  Kiefer,  our  efficient  and  obliging  Grand  Secretary,  for 
favors  during  the  past  year. 

“  With  a  grateful  appreciation  of  the  honorable  position  in  which  you 
placed  me  one  year  ago,  I  shall  soon  surrender  to  my  successor  the  emblem 
of  authority.  My  work  is  now  before  you,  and  I  trust  you  may  permit  it  to 
pass  your  inspection,  upon  my  assurance  that  it  represents  a  zealous  effort, 
at  least,  to  advance  the  interests  of  our  beloved  fraternity.” 

We  take  the  following  from  the  report  of 
Secretary  : 
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Number  of  members,  1896, . 14,265 

Exalted, . 897 

Admitted  and  reinstated, .  295 

Dimitted  last  year, .  34 

Not  reported  in  1896, .  28 

Withdrawn, .  204 

Deceased, .  188 

Suspended, .  473 

Expelled,  .  .  8 

Present  membership, . 14,646 

Net  increase,  .  381 


A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  Companions  of  Spring- 
field  for  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  they  received  and 
entertained  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  of  Necrology,  Subordinate  Returns,  Finance 
and  Charity,  all  made  full  reports.  The  part  of  the  Charity 
Committee’s  Report  on  the  Masonic  Home  is  very  full  and 
interesting. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  S.  Stacker 
Williams.  He  begins  it  as  follows  : 

“As  this  report  goes  out  without  my  usual  chapter  on  history,  it  behooves 
me  to  give  a  word  of  explanation.  The  greater  part  of  the  summer  I  was 
seriously  ill.  The  fore  part  of  the  summer  I  was  afflicted  with  la  Grippe  ; 
then  on  the  7th  of  July  I  received  a  severe  sunstroke,  from  the  effects  of 
which  I  am  now  but  slowly  recovering.  This  will  also  account  for  the  fact 
that  the  proceedings  received  late  received  hardly  their  share  of  space. 

“  I  have  material  for  more  Chapter  history,  and  if  God  spares  my  life  you 
shall  have  it  next  year.” 


We  are  sorry  to  learn  of  the  illness  of  Comp.  Williams,  and 
hope  long  before  this  he  is  fully  restored  to  health. 

He  devoted  about  five  pages  to  Pennsylvania,  and  treats  us 
in  a  very  kind  and  fraternal  manner.  He  makes  a  number  of 
quotations  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 
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He  says  : 

“  There  are  many  other  things  in  this  report  we  approve,  and  some  we 
disapprove,  but  our  report  is  long  enough.  Then  we  find  the  same  opinions 
expressed  by  the  different  members  of  the  committee,  and  do  not  care  to 
repeat  our  remarks.  If  an  apology  is  necessary  for  brevity,  with  reference 
to  our  notice  of  the  work  to  some  members  of  the  committee,  we  trust  this 
will  be  accepted.” 

All  of  Comp.  Williams’  reports  are  good  ones,  and  the 
report  this  year  is  as  good  as  the  rest,  even  if  it  was  wriiten 
by  a  sick  man. 

We  are  going  to  close  our  report  on  Ohio,  because  we  feel 
we  have  taken  more  than  our  share  of  space  already,  so  Comp. 
Williams  mustn’t  feel  slighted  if  we  have  not  given  him  as 
much  space  as  usual. 

Comp.  Graff  W.  Acklin  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Comp.  Charles  C.  Kiefer  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held  in 
Cincinnati,  September  28th,  1898. 

OREGON. 

The  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oregon  was  held  in 
Portland,  June  14th  and  15th,  1897. 

Comp.  John  H.  Irvine,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and 
all  but  one  of  the  appointed  officers  were  present.  Eight 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  thirty-one  Grand 
Jurisdictions  were  represented,  and  all  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  the  State  excepting  three. 

Heading  the  list  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  we  find  the 
name  of  Comp.  J.  R.  Bayley,  who  is  the  Grand  Representative 
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from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania.  Comp.  Bayley  is 
always  present. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  as  usual  is  well  printed  and 
handsome.  It  contains  nearly  250  pages  and  has  three 
portraits.  One  of  Comp.  Irvine,  who  presided  as  Grand  High 
Priest,  Comp.  James  R.  Bayley,  our  Grand  Representative,  who 
was  the  Grand  High  Priest  from  1868  to  1876,  and  Comp. 
John  McCracken,  who  served  as  Grand  High  Priest  in  1861 
and  1863.  Biographical  sketches  of  these  three  are  also 
printed  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  began  his  address  as  follows : 

“  A  twelve  months  has  elapsed  since  here,  within  these  sacred  walls,  we 
assembled  in  annual  convocation,  to  renew  our  vows,  our  friendships,  and 
our  faith  in  the  most  excellent  tenets  of  our  institution.  While  it  is  our 
duty  to  review  the  work  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters,  and  to  enact 
such  legislation  as  may  seem  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  Royal  Craft, 
I  would  admonish  you  before  we  set  out  upon  such  important  labor  to  be 
guided  by  those  most  important  principles,  the  keystone  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  Light  and  Truth  ;  otherwise  our  labor  will  be  in  vain  indeed. 

‘‘Have  you,  my  Companions,  applied  these  principles  in  your  daily 
avocations  ?  Have  you  the  light  that  gives  you  the  enduring  faith  in  God, 
and  each  other,  that  deepens  and  broadens  ;  that  charity  which  covers  the 
frailty  of  men,  that  imbues  you  with  a  hope  of  eternal  life  and  everlasting 

j°y  ? 

“  It  is  these  God-given  principles  that  make  life  on  this  mundane  sphere 
endurable.  They  are  the  food  of  the  soul,  the  sweets  of  life.” 

He  pays  a  tribute  to  the  dead  of  their  own  and  other 
Jurisdictions,  and  gives  short  sketches  of  the  life  of  several  of 
their  Companions. 

Under  “  Condition  of  the  Royal  Craft”  he  reports  a  net  loss 
of  35  members  during  the  past  year,  but  says  52  are  accounted 
for  by  the  surrender  of  a  charter.  He  adds  : 

“  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  exaltations  may  be  attributed  to  the  hard 
times,  but  I  believe  the  cause  should  be  laid  at  the  door  of  a  heated  political 
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campaign,  that  almost  suspended  business  in  every  other  avenue  of  life.  I 
predict  another  year  will  make  a  different  showing  on  the  credit  side  of  our 
Masonic  ledger.” 

Under  decisions,  we  find  the  following :  The  use  of  sub¬ 
stitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  permissable. 
In  the  absence  of  the  three  elective  officers  the  Junior  Past 
High  Priest  present  can  open  the  Chapter,  and  do  both  the 
business  and  work. 

The  Chapter  holds  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected 
material. 

Among  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  appointed  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  we  find  the  name  of  our  Comp.  Edward 
B.  Spencer,  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  Grand  Representative  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  take  the 
following  : 


Number  of  Chapters, .  ,  .  26 

Charter  surrendering  during  the  year,  .  j. .  1 

Members  last  year, . 1,290 

Members  at  present,  . . 1,258 

Admitted  and  reinstated, .  18 

Struck  from  the  roll,  suspended  and  expelled,  ....  32 

Dimitted, .  20 

Died, . .  .  14 


The  proceedings  are  mainly  of  local  interest,  and  there  is 
very  little  of  special  interest  to  the  Companions  outside  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

A  page  is  inscribed  to  the  memory  of  the  Companions  who 
died  during  the  year,  and  they  print  quite  a  great  deal  of 
information  in  their  Grand  Chapter  proceedings  that  is  not 
printed  by  many  jurisdictions.  In  this  volume  they  have  a 
complete  list  of  the  elective  Grand  Officers  since  the  organiza- 
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tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  i860,  Masonic  Calendar,  Rolls 
for  Masonic  Dates,  Standing  Orders  and  Resolutions,  the 
returns  of  Subordinate  Chapters  in  detail,  ceremonies  to  be 
observed  at  Grand  Visitations,  Standing  By-Laws,  form  of 
Minutes,  list  of  Representatives  and  Grand  Secretaries. 

In  the  list  of  Grand  Secretaries  we  find  the  name  of  Comp. 
Cary  given  as  Carey.  Leave  the  e  out  Comp.  Robinson. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  J.  M.  Hodson, 
and  forty-three  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  reviewed,  making  an 
interesting  report  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  pages. 

He  begins  his  Report  on  Correspondence  by  saying  : 

“  In  the  field  from  which  the  following  report  is  culled,  the  spirit  of  true 
fraternity  prevails.  No  bitter  contentions  exist,  not  even  ‘  burning 
questions  ’  to  discuss.  The  history  of  the  year  is  of  interest,  quiet  progress 
all  along  the  lines,  and  a  demonstration  that  in  Royal  Arch  circles  our  sub¬ 
conscious  self  is  indeed  the  ruling  force,  and  the  manifestation  of  our 
objective  self  the  exception.” 

He  says  the  proceedings  of  a  very  few  J urisdictions  failed  to 
put  in  an  appearance  at  his  address,  and  Pennsylvania  was 
one  of  them,  and  it  was  just  the  same  way  last  year,  for  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  not  reviewed  in  his  report  in  ’96.  It  seems 
strange  that  we  cannot  get  our  proceedings  delivered  to  Comp. 
Hodson  in  Oregon. 

Comp.  Hodson's  report  is  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  of 
his  reports,  and  is  full  of  interesting  things,  and  we  feel  sorry 
that  he  did  not  have  a  chance  at  Pennsylvania. 

He  ends  his  report  by  saying  : 

“  From  all  available  sources  comes  assurances  of  even  a  greater  capitular 
advancement  than  might  have  been  expected  considering  the  general  con¬ 
ditions  of  our  country-,  and  we  trust  the  information  we  have  gleaned  will 
be  taken  up  and  made  available  by  our  Companions  and  the  interests  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  advanced,  to  the  end  that  we  may  always  be  found  in 
the  front  rank  of  those  having  the  best  interests  of  the  fraternity  at  heart.” 
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Comp.  E.  N.  Roney  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Comp.  James  F.  Robinson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

oup:bec. 

The  M.  K.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec  assembled  in  Twentieth  Annual  Grand  Convocation 
in  the  Chapter  Hall  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of 
Montreal,  at  three  o’clock,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  day  of 
January,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresider,  Grand  Z.,  presided,  and  there 
were  six  Past  Grand  Z.’s  present,  besides  a  number  of  other 
Past  Grand  Officers. 

In  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  present  we  do  not  find 
Pennsylvania  as  being  represented,  but  we  do  find  our  M.  E. 
Comp.  Frank  Edgar  present  as  representing  California,  but  no 
mention  made  of  him  representing  Pennsylvania. 

They  also  read  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  during  the  session,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  the  Grand  Scribe  N. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  Z.  said  : 

“  Never  before  have  I  so  fully  realized  ‘  how  swiftly  run  the  sands  of  time 
away.’  It  seems  but  a  few  weeks  since  my  predecessor  in  this  chair,  Most 
Excellent  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  welcomed  you  to  the  19th  Annual 
Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  ;  nevertheless,  another  year  has  passed, 
with  its  full  quota  of  joys  and  sorrows,  and  it  now  becomes  my  privilege  and 
pleasure  to  bid  you  a  truly  Masonic  welcome  to  this,  the  20th  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation.  Another  year  has  been  added  to  our  age,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
state,  a  year  of  progress  and  improvement  in  matters  connected  with 
Capitular  Masonry  ;  but  before  I  proceed  to  a  retrospect  of  my  official  actions, 
let  me  pause  for  a  moment  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude  which 
I  owe  to  the  Great  I  Am  for  preserving  me  in  health  and  mind,  and  thereby 
enabling  me  to  fulfill  the  various  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me,  as 
your  representative,  during  the  interval  between  sessions  of  this  Grand  Body, 
with  what  intelligence  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  endow  me. 
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“The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  a  stead}*  interest  in  everything 
that  pertains  to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  our  Order. 

“The  accession  to  our  numbers  has  not  been  large,  but  considering  the 
field  in  which  we  have  to  work,  and  the  opposing  influences  which  surround 
us,  must  be  deemed  encouraging.” 

Among  the  official  actions  of  the  Grand  Z.  was  a  Dispensa¬ 
tion  granted  to  make  a  Companion  without  collecting  the 
usual  fee.  That  is  something-  that  we  do  not  believe  in,  in 
Pennsylvania. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  we  find  that  the 
receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  $418,  and  the  following  is 
an  abstract  of  the  returns  : 


Members  last  year, . 487 

Received, . 43 

Died,  . S 

Demitted,  .  - . 8 

Present  number  of  members,  . 514 


The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  the 
re-election  of  the  first  five  officers,  and  the  u  Scrutineers  ”  who 
conducted  the  election,  and  whom  we  suppose  take  the  place 
of  the  tellers  in  our  Jurisdiction,  received  a  vote  of  thanks.. 

The  proceedings  are  purely  of  local  interest,  and  we  find 
nothing  of  particular  interest  to  Capitular  Masons  outside  of 
the  Jurisdiction  of  their  Grand  Chapter. 

The  proceedings  contains  a  number  of  valuable  tabular 
statements,  giving  the  elected  and  appointed  officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  since  its  organization,  the  rolls  of  members  of 
Subordinate  Chapters,  together  with  the  Grand  Secretaries 
and  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapters  to  and  from  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is  written  by  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  and  comprises 
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a  review  of  forty-four  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  consists  of 
sixty-nine  pages. 

He  begins  his  report  by  explaining  why  he  is  again  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  as  follows  : 

“  Three  years  ago,  when  your  then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  and  Correspondence  was  honored  by  unanimous  election  to  the 
office  of  Grand  First  Principal  Z.,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  it  was  not  without  some  feeling  of  regret  that  he  laid  down  the  pen 
of  the  reviewer  to  assume  the  gavel,  and  for  a  time,  at  least,  interrupted  the 
happy  relations  of  his  office  intercourse  with  the  reviewers  of  Sister  Grand 
Chapters,  from  whom  he  had  experienced,  for  a  number  of  years  previously, 
so  much  consideration,  courtesy  and  regard.  It  was  not  a  very  difficult  task 
to  name  his  successor.  His  predecessor  in  the  office  of  Grand  Chapter 
Reviewer  had  retired  upon  his  own  election  as  Grand  ‘  Z  ’  in  1888,  after  a 
remarkably  successful  term  of  office  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  and  Correspondence.  It  was  at  the  request  of  M.  F. 
Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte  that  the  present  writer  took  up  the  work  that  he  laid 
down  in  1888,  and  when  in  1894  he  was  also  elevated  to  the  principal  chair 
in  Grand  Chapter,  where  else  could  he  have  looked  for  so  able  a  successor 
in  the  reporter’s  chair,  as  his  own  predecessor  in  that  office  ?  M.  E.  Comp. 
White  has  turned  the  tables  upon  him,  however,  by  requesting  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  ‘  Z  ’  to  name  this  writer  to  again  succeed  him  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Correspondence.  It  was  impossible 
to  decline  the  request  of  one  who  was  so  ready  to  relieve  us  of  a  similar  duty 
three  years  ago,  and  hence  it  happens  that  we  again  find  ourselves  in  the 
Reviewer’s  chair,  surrounded  by  the  volumes  of  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand 
Chapters.  They  are  all  old  friends  and  we  are  glad  to  renew  their  acquaint¬ 
ance.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  says  it  gives  him  pleasure  again  to 
enjoy  the  society  of  the  reviewers,  and  thanks  them  for  the 
kind  things  they  said  of  him  when  he  withdrew  from  their 
circle,  as  well  as  when  he  was  elected  to  the  principal  office  in 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

Under  California,  Comp.  Chambers  writes  of  the  result  of 
Comp.  Davis’  experience,  referring  to  useful  Masons,  and  goes 
on  to  say  that  it  “  confirms  the  opinions  of  observant  brethren 
— show  me  an  enthusiastic  useful  member  of  Chapter  and 
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Commandery,  and  you  will  almost,  without  exception,  find 
one  who  is  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  Lodge  duties — in 
fact,  he  is  a  Mason  all  over,  either  on  foot  or  on  horseback.1’ 

Under  Connecticut,  in  writing  of  a  decision  that  any  officer 
elected  to  succeed  himself  must  be  installed,  he  says  : 

“In  Quebec  we  avoid  the  necessity  for  re-installation  in  the  case  of  re¬ 
elected  officers,  by  installing  all  officers  ‘  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  or 
until  my  successor  shall  have  been  elected  and  installed  in  my  stead.’  ” 

In  regard  to  Pennsylvania,  he  says  our  proceedings  is  an 
“exceedingly  handsome  volume.” 

He  writes  of  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  “  much  regrets  his  inability  to  have  attended 
this  splendid  celebration.” 

He  writes  about  what  Comp.  Clark  said  a  year  ago  about 
Companions  appearing  on  the  street  in  Chapter  regalia. 
Comp.  Chambers,  as  a  Chapter  never  appears  on  the  street  in 
regalia  in  our  Jurisdiction,  it  seems  strange  to  Comp.  Clark, 
and  I  am  not  clear  myself  in  what  you  mean  when  you  say 
Royal  Craft,  and  think  that  it  is  as  likely  you  mean  Free 
Masons  as  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Our  Comp.  Clark  died  a  year  ago,  and  while  we  were  not 
appointed  in  his  place  on  the  Committee,  the  proceedings  of 
several  more  Grand  Jurisdictions  than  usual  were  assigned  to 
us  to  review,  consequently  we  have  Quebec  this  year.  In  the 
proceedings  for  last  year,  which  you  have  received  before  this, 
you  will  find  notices  of  the  death  of  our  good  old  Comp. 
Clark. 

The  Grand  Z.  and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  were  both  re-elected. 

The  Twenty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  will  be  held  in  Montreal,  January  25th, 
1898. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro¬ 
vidence  Plantations,  was  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  Providence, 
March  9th,  1897. 

M.  E.  Caleb  L.  Knight,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and 
there  were  four  Grand  High  Priests  present,  as  well  as  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  Past  Grand  Officers. 

Heading  the  list  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  we  find  the 
name  of  M.  E.  Albert  L.  Anthony,  Grand  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Most  Excellent  George  L.  McCahan,  General  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  was 
present,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Arthur  G.  Pollard,  General 
Grand  Scribe,  and  M.  E.  John  M.  Carter,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  ;  also,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  with  several 
of  his  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  a  short  one,  and  his 
labors  for  the  year  were  not  laborious.  He  said  that  peace 
and  harmony  prevailed  in  all  the  Chapters  of  the  State,  and 
that  no  appeals  were  made,  no  grievances  presented,  and  con¬ 
sequently  he  had  no  decisions  to  render.  He  mentions  the 
death  of  several  M.  E.  Companions,  gives  an  account  of  his 
visitations,  dispensations  he  had  granted,  and  commissions  he 
had  issued  for  Grand  Representatives.  He  referred  to  the  next 
Annual  Convocation  being  the  100th  annual  of  the  Grand  * 
Chapter,  and  suggested  that  Committees  be  appointed  for  its 
proper  celebration. 
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His  address  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings, 
and  his  recommendations  were  adopted. 

Following  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  the 
reports  of  his  officers,  and  also  the  reports  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  the  Grand  Secretary's 
report : 


Number  of  members  last  year, . 2,43s 

Exalted, . 15  7 

Admitted,  .  5 

Dimitted,  .  . . *  * .  7 

Present. number  of  members, . 2,549 


Memorials  were  read  on  M.  E.  George  M.  Carpenter,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest ;  M.  E.  Levi  Eocke,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  E.  Comps.  James  E.  Jones,  Jabez  W.  Wilmarth 
and  George  E.  Crandall. 

At  this  Convocation,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island 
voted  to  resume  relations  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry 
W.  Rugg.  He  does  not  review  each  Jurisdiction  separately, 
but  consumes  about  thirty  pages  on  the  more  important 
questions  that  are  being  treated  by  the  different  reviewers. 
He  announces  that  the  past  year  witnessed  the  progress  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  most  essential  elements  that  mark 
such  an  advance.  He  writes  of  the  “physical  perfection 
theory,”  and  under  the  Grand  Representative  system  he  prints 
an  extract  from  Comp.  Bartlett’s  address  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  he  has  the  following  to  say : 

“  While  it  is  not  of  great  importance  -whether  the  Representative  system 
be  maintained  or  abolished,  we  hold  to  the  opinion  that,  for  the  present  at 
least,  it  had  better  be  continued.  What  does  it  matter  that  it  is  “  ornamental 
rather  than  useful  ?’  There  are  other  officers  on  the  list  of  Grand  Chapter 
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appointments,  who  are  called  to  render  but  slight  service.  They  hold  in  fact 
an  honorary  position.  But  no  harm  comes  of  this  ;  and  no  harm  is  likely  to 
come  from  the  appointment  of  a  deserving  Companion  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Representative,  even  though  he  may  not  discharge  any  specific  duties'. 
Perhaps  the  system  can  be  improved,  and  made  more  effective.  Ret  the 
Representatives  be  commissioned  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Let  it  be  under¬ 
stood  that  they  are  to  visit  the  body  to  which  they  are  accredited,  and  that 
near  the  end  of  the  term  of  their  commission  they  are  to  report  to  the 
appointing  body,  and  possibly  the  system  would  grow  in  favor  and  in  use¬ 
fulness.” 

He  believes  in  grand  visitations,  or  visitations  by  the  Grand 
Officers,  and  commends  Comp.  Stivers,  of  New  York,  for 
making  so  many  official  visits  as  he  did  during  his  year. 

He  treats  several  other  subjects  before  he  concludes  his  re¬ 
port,  and  it  is  all  very  interesting  reading. 

M.  E.  John  F.  Oldham  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
R.  E.  William  R.  Greene  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Dakota  was  opened  at  Mitchell,  June  ioth,  1897. 

Comp.  George  V.  Ayres,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  presided, 
and  all  the  Grand  Officers  except  the  Grand  Chaplain  were 
marked  present.  Twenty  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  addressed  his  Companions  in  a 
pleasant  and  fraternal  manner.  The  fact  is  disclosed  that  the 
meeting  was  on  “  historic  ground 

“  In  this  hall  eight  years  ago,  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  for  dividing 
the  old  Grand  Chapter  of  Dakota,  and  forming  out  of  it  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  North  and  South  Dakota,  both  of  which  have  prospered.” 

He  granted  Dispensation  to  open  one  new  Chapter,  and  in 
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several  cases  to  elect  and  install  officers.  Then  follows,  this : 

“  I  have  refused  all  requests  for  Special  Dispensations  to  receive  and 
ballot  on  petitions  without  waiting  the  required  time.” 

We  have  onlv  words  of  commendation  for  this  truly  wise 
course.  May  there  be  many  imitators  ! 

The  proceedings  were  harmonious,  and  the  financial  showT- 
ing  good,  as  there  was  a  balance  of  $1,259.52  in  favor  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  found  it  necessary  to 
modify  one  ruling,  as  follows  : 

“  Your  Committee,  therefore,  does  not  concur  in  the  whole  clause  \Vhich  is 
as  follows  :  ‘  I  have  held  that  no  Companion  can  be  deprived  of  his  mem¬ 

bership  without  due  notice  from  his  Chapter  and  regular  trial,’  but  recom¬ 
mend  the  words  ‘  and  regular  trial  ’  but  not  concurred  in.” 

» 

The  synopsis  of  returns  shows  a  gain  in  membership.  But 
three  Chapters  have  more  than  one  hundred  members. 

The  Correspondence  is  again  by  our  Companion  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Levoy.  The  items  are  carefully  prepared,  fra¬ 
ternally  presented,  and  all  worth  reading.  He  still  holds  to 
his  doctrine  of  u  dependent  membership  ”  and  seems  aston¬ 
ished  to  find  that  it  was  law  in  Pennsylvania  seventy-three 
years  ago.  It  ought  to  be  good  law  everywhere. 

In  reviewing  Maine,  he  thinks  our  Comp.  Africa  was 
entitled  to  “  harder  usage  ”  from  Comp.  Drummond.  Just 
why,  he  does  not  explain.  But  anyone  who  reads  Comp. 
Africa’s  reply  will  be  slow  to  concur  in  the  opinion. 

Pennsylvania,  for  1895,  is  kindly  cared  for.  Extended 
comment  is  made  upon  our  Centennial.  The  addresses  are 
pronounced  perfect,  and  the  banquet  considered  a  “  source  of 
inspiration.” 
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As  our  Companion  notes  the  assets  of  each  Grand  Chapter, 
we  are  able  to  see  that  financially  Pennsylvania  is  well  in 
front.  It  is  a  good  place  to  be,  Comp.  Revoy,  and  for  your 
excellent  review  we  salute  you  most  cordially. 

Twenty-six  Chapters — 1441  members. 

Comp.  Sami..  T.  Coyne,  Aberdeen, 

M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Elandreau, 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 


TENNESSEE. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Eighth 
Convocation  held  at  Nashville,  January  25th,  1897.  The 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  W.  D.  Henderson,  Grand  High 
Priest,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers  being  present.  There  were 
also  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  the  Representatives  of  fifty- 
seven  Chapters. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  presents  the  work 
done  by  them  during  the  past  year  in  a  business-like  manner. 
Dispensations  were  granted  for  four  new  Chapters.  He 
reports  twelve  visitations,  and  one  Chapter  gives  foundation 
for  a  remarkable  statement : 

“  They  have  never  missed  a  Convocation  since  the  granting  of  their 
Charter,  and  no  member  of  the  Chapter  was  addicted  to  intoxicating  drinks.  ’  ’ 

We  should  like  to  quote  at  length  from  the  conclusion  of 
his  address,  for  the  senfiments  expressed  by  him  are  most 
beautifully  presented,  and  worthy,  indeed,  of  this  high  officer 
and  of  his  character.  We  should  also  have  anticipated  as 
much  from  the  fine  portrait  which  precedes  the  transactions. 
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We  have  no  disposition  to  criticise  the  following,  indeed,  it 
is  a  good  idea,  but  to  us  something  new  : 

“The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  submitted 
printed  copies  of  report,  and  each  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  furnished 
with  a  copy.” 

The  proceedings  were  harmonious  throughout,  and  we  note, 
from  the  statistics,  sixty-eight  Chapters,  a  membership  of 
2*, 662,  being  a  gain  of  eight  during  the  past  year. 

Comp.  Ingersoll  presents,  in  seventy  pages,  closely  printed, 
the  Report  of  Correspondence.  It  is  interesting  and  worthy 
of  perusal.  Two  things  seem  to  worry  him  greatly,  however, 
the  “Scottish  Rite  ”  and  “Necrology.”  It  would  be  impos¬ 
sible,  without  extended  quotation,  to  show  the  fine  sarcasm 
and  persistent  dislike  which  the  reviewer  has  for  the  “Scottish 
Nobility.”  In  his  tirade,  for  it  is  no  less,  he  says  the  follow¬ 
ing,  with  which  we  cordially  agree,  although  not  at  all  to  his 
mind,  as  to  the  conclusion  : 

“  We  join  what  leagues,  or  societies,  or  lodges,  or  camps  we  please,  but 
never  subvert  our  Masonry  to  these  things.  We  hold  them  all  inferior  to 
American  Freemasonry,  and  count  him  enemy  to  it  who  seeks  to  exploit 
these  outside  organizations  at  the  expense  of  our  fraternity.” 

We  are  sorry  our  Brother  is  so  disgusted  with  necrology. 
It  is  a  good  Greek  word,  in  its  origin,  meaning  quite  as  much 
as  anything  of  Latin  derivation,  and  we  can  only  imagine 
that  our  good  Brother  is,  somehow,  scared  or  irritated  by  its 
sound. 

A  fair  amount  of  space  is  devoted  to  the  review  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1895.  The  Centennial  proceedings  are  noticed, 
and  a  quotation  made  from  the  address  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Tennis.  The  following  line  will  bring  a  smile  to  the 
face  of  manv  Pennsvlvania  Brethren  : 

J  J 
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“  No  report  appears  of  the  Council  of  High  Priesthood.” 

Certainly  not,  nor  ever  will. 

The  Report  is  kindly  conceived,  and  written  throughout,  and 
the  writer  gives  us  just  enough  of  his  individuality  to  make 
his  contribution  a  valuable  one. 

Isaac  J.  Thurman,  McMinnville, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  William  A.  Clendening,  Nashville, 

Grand  Secretary . 


TEXAS. 

A  substantial  volume  gives  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty- 
Eighth  Grand  Annual  Convocation  held  in  the  City  of 
Houston,  December  7th,  1897.  Comp.  R.  O.  Rounsa vail,  Grand 
High  Priest,  all  the  Grand  Officers  except  two,  eleven  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  and  the  Representatives  of  sixty-four 
Chapters,  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  in  the  usual  form, 
presenting  a  record  of  apparently  very  faithful  attention  to  his 
duties.  One  Dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  was  issued,  two 
new  Chapters  were  constituted,  fifteen  decisions  were  reported, 
mostly  constructions  of  local  law,  and  all  of  them,  except  one, 
receives  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Comp.  Terrell  again  presents,  in  128  pages,  the  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence — his  fourth.  We  hope  it  has  been 
read  by  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Texas,  because  of  the 
valuable  review  which  it  gives  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  every¬ 
where.  Our  Brother,  evidently,  is  without  prejudice,  does 
not  think  that  necessarily  everything  in  Texas  is  of  the  very 
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best,  although  he  stands  up  stoutly  for  Texas  ways,  which  we 
ourselves  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with.  We  should  like 
to  quote  extensively,  but  there  is  so  much  that  is  good  that  we 
are  at  a  loss  where  to  begin. 

Four  pages  are  devoted  to  Pennsylvania,  and  a  very 
thorough  review  of  our  transactions  of  1896.  He  says  our 
Grand  High  Priest,  Richard  M.  Johnson 

“Delivered  an  interesting  address,  and  appointed  twenty-five  district 
Deputies  and  Grand  Chaplains,  and  other  officers. 

“  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  Comp.  Williams  would  say,  from  a 
syndicate,  nevertheless  it  is  interesting,  instructing  and  well  written.” 

Thanks.  We  are  glad  we  can  reciprocate  without  any 
strain  on  our  veracity. 

As  we  found  a  little  fault  with  the  small  type  last  year,  we 
are  willing  to  say  we  can  read  better  now,  or  else  the  type  is 
a  little  larger.  Comp.  Terrell  says  he  lives  three  hundred 
miles  from  the  printer.  It  must  be  very  inconvenient 
indeed. 

He  has  a  kind  word  for  our  Past  Grand  High  Priest,. 
Kendrick,  with  which  we  are  much  pleased. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  Chapters,  membership  6,307; 
gain  of  102. 

Comp.  T.  H.  HaynE,  Lampassas,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  GEO.  Ho  PAS,  Jr.,  Houston,  Grand  Secretary. 

VERMONT. 

A  handsome  volume  brings  to  us  the  proceedings  of  the 
Eightieth  Annual  Convocation.  It  was  held  in  the  City  of 
Burlington,  June  nth,  1897,  and  presided  over  by  the  Grand 
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High  Priest,  Daniel  N.  Nicholson,  all  of  the  Grand  Officers 
except  two  being-  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  prepared  at  some 
length,  and  reviews  carefully  all  the  events  of  the  year.  He 

1 

reports  his  attendance  at  Convocation  visitations,  and  speaks 
generally  of  them  as  follows  : 

“  I  was  surprised  at  the  large  attendance  at  every  place,  and  especially  at 
the  afternoon  sessions.  Good  work,  true  work,  square  work,  was  .skillfully 
performed  at  every  Convocation.  The  Grand  Lecturer  performed  his  difficult 
and  unpleasant  duty  at  all  of  these  Convocations  manfully  and  well,  and 
notwithstanding,  he  faithfully  pointed  out  the  errors  made,  I  believe  in  every 
instance  ;  succeeded  in  not  leaving  a  dissatisfied  officer  or  Companion  who 
took  part  in  the  work.  *  *  *  *  I  do  not  say  this  as  flattery,  but 

as  solemn  and  important  duty,  because  he  has  hitherto  been  practically 
unknown  to  most  of  }rou,  and  because  I  deem  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer 
second  in  importance  only  to  that  of  Grand  High  Priest,  and  it  is  your  privi¬ 
lege  to  know  how  well,  in  my  opinion,  this  has  been  filled.” 

We  copy  also  the  following,  which  we  certainly  regret  is 
considered  necessary  anywhere  that  Freemasonry  is  taught  or 
practiced  : 

‘ 1  I  recommend  that  a  correct  cipher  of  the  work  and  lectures  adopted  by 
this  Grand  Chapter,  be  made  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  *  *  *  * 

and  shall  be  the  only  work  and  lectures  allowed  to  be  used  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  five  hundred  copies  be  printed  for  sale  to  the  Companions.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  makes  numerous  recommendations, 
and  reports  thirteen  decisions  which  seem  to  have  met  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  his  Grand  Chapter.  Among  his  Dispensations,  we 
notice  seven  to  ballot  petitions  at  an  irregular  time.  The 
Report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  shows  careful  attention  to  the 
performance  of  his  duties.  The  financial  statement  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  indicates  a  balance  on  hand  or  $6,225.50, 
$4,000  of  which  consists  of  a  loan  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Vermont.  We  find  no  traces  of  dissatisfaction,  but  abundant 
indications  of  entire  harmony. 


1897.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


243 


As  heretofore,  the  Reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests  are  printed  with  the  proceedings,  and  supply 
many  interesting  details. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  furnishes  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  his  sixth  report,  and  interesting 
throughout.  Under  Pennsylvania,  he  says  : 

“  A  valuable  specimen  from  the  Keystone  Quarry  reaches  us  just  in  time 
for  a  hasty  inspection.” 

It  seems  our  proceedings  for  1895  never  reached  him,  and 
those  for  1896  were  late.  We  much  regret  this  because  our 
Brother  makes  such  excellent  use  of  all  that  is  laid  before 
him,  that  we  are  sorry  to  be  omitted  in  anv  wav  from  his 
scrutiny  and  review.  He  commends  our  method  of  teaching 
and  preserving  work  : 


“  I  have  found  it,  indeed,  an  excellent  way,  subject  to  very  few  disadvant¬ 
ages,  and  probably  more  effective  than  any  other.” 

“  The  inaugural  address  of  the  newly-installed  Grand  High  Priest,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  is  a  brief  but  earnest  appeal  to  his  Companions  to  continue  the 
great  and  good  work  in  which  they  have  been  united  in  the  past,  and  to 
make  the  most  of  the  opportunities  presented  for  the  advancement  of  Capit¬ 
ular  interests  everv where.” 


The  reviewer  refers  to  our  Centennial  in  cordial  terms,  and 
ends  as  follows  : 

“  Vermont  heartily  congratulates  her  century-crowned  sister  with  cordial 
wishes  for  an  ever-brighteniiig  future,  because  of  the  increasing  grandeur  of 
the  achievements  of  a  living  present.” 

Twenty-seven  Chapters — 2,783  members  ;  a  gain  of  63. 

Comp.  Eugene  S.  Weston,  New  Haven, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington, 

Grayid  Secretary . 
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VICTORIA. 

Pamphlets  eighteen  and  nineteen  give  ns  the  proceedings 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  at  Convocations  held  January  2  5th, 'and 
July  26th,  1897.  The  Grand  Z.  was  absent  on  both  occasions. 
The  business  was,  as  usual,  formulated  by  Committee  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Purposes.  Sundry  Chapters  were  requested  to  alter  the 
nights  set  by  them  for  installation,  and  one  Chapter,  No.  17, 
to  change  its  night  of  meeting.  The  sum  of  ten  pounds  was 
donated  towards  the  fund  for  the  erection  ot  the  u  Clarke 
Cottage,’’  evidently  a  proper  charity. 

At  the  later  Convocation,  the  Board  proposed  to  the  Grand 

Chapters  the  desirability  of  “  including  the  Excellent  Master’s 
Degree  as  part  of  the  exaltation  ceremony,”  the  consideration 
of  which  was  postponed  until  the  next  Convocation. 

The  following  extract  may  prove  of  interest : 

‘ 1  The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  resolved  into  a  conclave  of  Installed  Prin¬ 
cipals  for  the  purpose  of  installing  Comp.  Lord  Brassey  as  a  First  Principal  of 
a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  the  position  of  First  Grand 
Principal.  *  *  *  *  Comp.  Ford  Brassey  was  introduced  and 

presented  *  *  *  *  and  was  then  obligated  and  installed  into 

the  third,  second  and  first  chairs,  respectively.  M.  E.  Comp.  Ford  Brassey 
was  then  duly  proclaimed,  as  the  M.  E.  First  Grand  Principal  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria.” 

We  are  unable  to  give  the  number  of  Subordinate  Chapters 
or  the  aggregate  of  their  membership. 

Comp.  Lord  BRASSEY,  First  Grand  Principal. 

Comp.  John  Braim,  Grand  Scribe  E . 
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VIRGINIA. 

Since  our  last  review  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  two  publica¬ 
tions  have  come  to  notice — the  proceedings  for  1896  and 
1897. 

1896. 

The  Eighty-Ninth  Grand  Convocation  was  opened  by  Jacob 
Bumgardner,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  the  City  of  Richmond, 
November  24th,  1896.  His  address  informs  us  that  one  Dis¬ 
pensation  w7as  issued  to  form  a  new  Chapter,  and  several 
to  ballot  on  petitions  without  waiting  the  required  time.  A 
number  of  Grand  Representatives  were  appointed  and  re¬ 
ceived. 

The  address  is  brief,  but  shows  careful  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  His  Companions  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  work  by  requesting  him,  by  resolu¬ 
tion,  to  accept  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  reports  of  the  various  Grand  Officers  indicated  a 
harmonious  and  pleasant  condition  of  affairs,  and  a  cash 
balance  was  on  the  right  side. 

Comp.  Charles  A.  Nesbitt  presented,  in  forty-four  pages, 
an  interesting  Report  on  Correspondence.  He  says  it  is  his 
first,  and  asks  that  he  be  not  criticised  too  closely.  There  was 
no  need  of  this  for  the  report  is  a  good  one,  and  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  are  ably  presented. 

Lender  Pennsylvania,  he  says  : 

‘  ‘  Quarterly  Communications  ( ? )  were  held  during  the  year.  ’  ’ 

There  is  no  such  doubt  as  indicated  by  the  interrogation 
mark.  Pennsylvania  holds  Communications,  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  her  Grand  Chapter  is  very  expeditiously  performed 
thereby. 
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Some  information  is  given  as  to  our  regulations,  which  is 
correct. 

1897. 

The  Ninetieth  Grand  Convocation  was  held  in  the  City  of 
Petersburg,  1897.  Comp.  John  Porter  Steffner,  Grand  High 
Priest,  all  his  Grand  Officers  present,  and  the  Representatives 
of  twenty-five  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  addressed  his  Grand  Chapter  at 
considerable  length,  about  forty  pages  ;  presenting  sentiments 
of  great  beauty,  and  a  synopsis  of  his  labors.  He  was  appar¬ 
ently  very  faithful  in  visitations,  and  has  much  commenda¬ 
tion  for  the  Royal  Arch  Schools  now  established  in  his  State. 
He  recommends  that  the  officers  heretofore  known  as  District 
Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  be  hereafter  called  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests.  The  change  would  make  these  officers 
conform  very  nearly  to  our  own  of  the  same  title,  but  this 
recommendation  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  also  disagreed  with  the  action  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  in  another  and  more  important  particular. 

In  July,  1897,  a  most  extraordinary  incident  occurred.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia,  assuming  with  very  little 
inquiry  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,  issued  a  caustic  and  uncalled-for  edict  of  non¬ 
intercourse.  This  edict  had  little  justification  under  any 
principles  of  Masonic  Law,  and,  worse  than  all,  was  published 
through  the  public  prints  as  a  great  vindication  of  something 
which  did  not  exist.  If  there  is  any  moral  taught  in  that 
hasty  and  ill-considered  action,  it  is  the  necessity  of  calmly 
and  dispassionately  settling  misunderstandings  among  our¬ 
selves,  and  not  attempting  to  cast  a  cloud  upon  the  fair  fame  of 
our  Brethren  in  newspaper  publication.  The  Committee  on 
the  Address  of  the  Grand  Officers,  apparently  without  any 
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prompting,  settled  upon  a  correct,  judicious  and  fraternal 
view  of  the  controversy.  Pennsylvania  had  asked  of  Virginia 
Royal  Arch  Masons  precisely  what  it  had  exacted  from  those 
under  its  own  allegiance,  no  more,  no  less.  This  Committee, 
therefore,  while  kindly  tempering  the  rebuke  to  the  hasty 
Grand  Officer,  concluded  as  follows  : 

“  Your  Committee  feel,  however,  without  any  reflection  whatever  upon 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  to  recommend  that  the  edict  of  July  1st,  1897,  be 
rescinded,  annulled  and  set  aside,  and  that  our  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  be  renewed.” 

Companion  Nesbitt  again  presents  Report  on  Correspon¬ 
dence  somewhat  more  extended  than  before,  covering  this 
time  eighty-eight  pages,  made  up  of  judicious  selections, 
illustrating  the  history,  condition  and  policy  of  the  several 
Grand  Chapters. 

Pennsylvania  is  missing,  although  after  knowing  the  action 
of  his  Grand  Chapter  we  had  hoped  to  come  in  as  a  supple¬ 
ment.  We  feel  that  Comp.  Nesbitt  has  done  his  work  in  a 
very  level-headed  way,  and  congratulate  him  thereupon. 

Forty  Chapters,  2,676  members  ;  a  gain  of  172. 

Comp.  K.  Louis  Ide,  Stanton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  JAMES  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Grand  Secretary . 

WASHINGTON. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation 
form  part  1,  volume  5,  of  the  continuous  record  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  It  met  at  Tacoma,  June  4th,  1898,  and  the  Grand 
Officers,  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  the  Representatives 
of  sixteen  Chapters  present. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Walter  L.  Darby,  is 
brief,  but  shows  careful  attention  to  all  his  duties.  Three 
Dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  regular  time  are  noted.  He 
sums  up  the  situation  at  home  as  follows : 

1 1  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail 
throughout  our  entire  Jurisdiction,  and  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  brotherly 
love  seem  more  strongly  united  than  ever  before.  In  some  sections  we  have 
had  an  active  vigorous  growth,  in  others  the  advancement  is  less  marked, 
but  we  believe  we  can  truthfully  say  that  every  one  of  our  Chapters  is  in 
good  working  order,  and,  as  a  whole,  the  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of 
reasonable  prosperity.  ’  ’ 


The  Acting  Grand  Orator  then  delivered 

“A  splendid  extemporaneous  address  on  Capitular  Masonry,  and,  on 
motion,  he  was  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication  with 
the  proceedings,” 

which,  however,  he  did  not  do. 

The  financial  affairs  of  this  Body  seem  to  be  in  excellent 
condition.  The  reports  of  various  committees  were  brief  and 
satisfactory.  We  notice  the  settlement  of  one  grave  question, 
as  follows : 

“On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  voting  sign  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  be  the  up-lifted  left  hand.” 

Revision  of  the  ritual  is  in  order  here,  as  elsewhere,  except 
in  Pennsylvania.  We  trust  the  Companions  may  reach  a 
satisfactory  adjustment,  and  be  finally  rid  of  the  “  Black  Hawk 
War.” 

Comp.  Blalock  presents  his  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  and  follows  very  closely  the  plan  heretofore  used 
by  him,  to  wit :  the  presentation  of  proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  as  printed  by  them,  with  very  little  comment 
of  his  own.  He  shows,  in  one  or  two  instances,  however,  and 
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conspicuously  under  Canada,  that  it  will  not  do  to  presume 
too  much  upon  his  self-suppression.  He  is  abundantly  able 
to  take  care  of  himself,  and  we  are  quite  inclined  to  like  his 
method  of  work  in  the  corps  reportorial. 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  receives  two  pages,  all  of  which  is 
quoted  matter,  excepting  four  lines.  This  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  Companions  of  the  Keystone  State  are  not  found 
liable  to  any  special  criticisms. 

Eighteen  Chapters — one  being  under  dispensation — net 
membership,  13 1  ;  a  loss  of  ten. 

Carmie  Dibble,  New  Whatcom,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Wheel¬ 
ing,  November  9th,  1896,  “opened  at  high  twelve.”  Comp. 
Samuel  N.  Myers,  Grand  High  Priest,  ten  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  and  Representatives  of  twenty  Chapters  being  present. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  McCahan,  was  re¬ 
ported  in  waiting,  and  introduced  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 
He  was  received  with  the  grand  honors,  and  duly  escorted  to 
the  East.  Then  followed  this  : 

“  Calling  the  Grand  Chapter  down,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  made 
a  very  felicitous  address,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  scope  and  aims  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  of  the  strengthening  of  the  ties  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  by  the  pleasant  association  of  members  at  the  Triennial  Con¬ 
vocations.” 

We  take  it  that  the  distinguished  visitor  simply  seated  the 
Grand  Chapter  before  he  delivered  his  address. 


250 


THK  GRAND  HORY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1897. 


The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  his  attendance  at  our  Cen¬ 
tennial,  and  says  : 

“  Much  taste  was  displayed  in  the  decorations,  which  were  indescribably 
beautiful,  and  in  which  floral  Masonic  emblems  were  a  distinctive  feature.” 

Two  Dispensations  were  reported  to  organize  and  open  new 
Chapters,  and  one  to  ballot  at  irregular  time. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  showed  a  balance  of 
$834  on  the  right  side. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  O.  S.  Long,  reports  the  death  of 
Comp.  Torrence,  who  had  the  Foreign  Correspondence  in 
charge.  Comp.  Long  undertook  to  prepare  a  report,  but  says 
of  it  as  follows  : 

“  I  soon  found  that  my  enthusiasm  had  out-run  my  discretion,  and  that  I 
had  assumed  a  duty  which  I  was  unable  to  perform.  I  am,  as  some  of  you 
know,  a  very  busy  man,  and  when  intervals  of  leisure  do  sometimes  occur, 
they  must  be  given  to  rest  and  recreation,  both  bodily  and  mentally,  hence 
the  report  has  not  been  written.” 

Almost  at  the  time  these  words  met  our  eyes,  we  learned  of 
the  death  of  Comp.  Long,  a  courteous,  intelligent,  and  polished 
gentleman.  A  distinguished  Free  Mason  and  a  faithful 
Brother  has  gone  to  his  rest.  Our  own  acquaintance  with 
him  was  personally  of  the  slightest,  yet  his  fame  as  a  wise  and 
accomplished  Mason  will  long  survive,  and  he  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  us  as  one  of  the  eminent  Craftsmen  of  his  day. 

As  an  appendix  to  the  transactions  is  printed,  the  unpre¬ 
tentious  and  yet  valuable  proceedings  of  the  Quarter-Centen¬ 
nial  celebration  of  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  held 
November  9th,  1896.  Following  no  formal  programme,  it 
brought  together  many  who  contributed  a  number  of  valuable 
personal  reminiscences,  and  forms  a  reliable  contribution  to 
the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  when  it  shall  be  written. 
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Twenty  Chartered  Chapters,  three  under  dispensation, 
1,381  members — a  gain  of  165. 

JAMES  McCahan,  Wheeling,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Secretary . 


WISCONSIN. 

The  Forty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  w’as  opened  in  the  City  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  February  17th,  1897,  by  J.  Thomas  Pryor,  Jr.,  Grand 
High  Priest.  His  Annual  Report  is  brief,  but  eminently  sat¬ 
isfactory.  He  has  examined  the  authorities,  and  believes  that 
the  powers  of  Grand  High  Priests  are  much  limited,  and  acts 
accordingly.  Of  rulings  and  decisions,  but  three  are  reported. 
Of  Grand  Visitations,  he  says : 

“  It  is  not  necessary  that  these  should  be  seasons  of  feasting  and  speech¬ 
making,  but  rather  of  good,  earnest,  hearty  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  visiting 
officers  to  arouse  enthusiasm  in  the  members  of  the  Chapters,  and  stir  them 
up  to  duty  and  to  diligence.” 


The  financial  affairs  of  this  Grand  Body  seem  to  be  well 
managed,  it  having  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 

$453°/ •  / 

The  Grand  Lecturer  submitted  an  interesting  report,  and 
the  Committee,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  recommended 
thirty-seven  Chapters  to  be  visited  by  him  during  the  coming 
year.  This  is  probably  a  good  way  of  supervising  such  work, 
and  we  should  think  would  be  effective. 

The  proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood,  also  of  a  Grand  Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
are  printed  with  this  volume. 
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Comp.  William  C.  Swayne,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  starts 
the  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  saying  : 

“  This  is  our  fourteenth.  With  cordial  greetings  to  the  Craft  and  fellow 
reporters  we  submit  it  to  your  kind  consideration.  It  is  difficult  to  write  a 
report  of  this  character  without  falling  into  a  rut  and  giving  machine-work 
instead  of  fresh  thoughts,  especially  as  old  subjects  are  continually  coming 
up  ;  but  as  new  members  are  continually  coming  in,  the  old  subjects  are 
necessarily  fresh  to  them.” 

The  Report  is  carefully  and  considerately  written.  The 
proceedings  of  the  different  Grand  Chapters  are  well  and 
orderly  presented,  but  for  some  reason  Pennsylvania  is  one  of 
the  absentees.  We  hear  about  ourselves  occasionally,  how¬ 
ever,  and  in  reviewing  Comp.  Drummond’s  report  for  Maine, 
he  says : 

“  In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  he  gets  after  Comp.  Africa  with  a  sharp 
prod  :  ‘  Did  you  bury  your  father’s  remains  ?  ’  There  were  no  remains,  he 

— he  met  a  bear.  ’  ’ 

We  cannot  be  expected  to  agree  in  this  conclusion,  for  our 
Comp.  Africa  has,  with  great  carefulness,  supported  all  of 
Pennsylvania’s  claims,  and  to  our  mind  beyond  all  contention 
or  disputation. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  impression  that  between  Grand 
Dodges,  Grand  Chapters  and  other  grand  bodies,  each  of  their 
kind,  there  should  be,  somehow,  entire  agreement  as  to  law 
and  practice.  We  think  not  so.  Nothing  better  illustrates 
the  universality  of  Freemasonry  than  these  differences  which 
amount  to  so  little,  as  compared  with  the  grand  fundamental 
principles,  everywhere  the  same,  which  count  for  so  much. 
The  minor  differences  but  give  the  spice  of  variety  ;  in  the 
essentials  we  shall  never  be  far  apart. 

Seventy-four  Chapters,  5,894  members  ;  increase,  17 1. 

Comp.  A.  J.  Wallace,  Durand,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  John  W.  Daflin,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary. 
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CONCLUSION. 

We  have  finished  our  labors,  and  now  present  our  work  for 
inspection.  That  it  is  a  mosaic,  with  some  of  the  pieces  but 
illy  fitted,  may  readily  be  charged.  We  trust  that  that  which 
is  worthy  will  be  accepted,  and  are  content  if  that  which  is 
unworthy  shall  be  cast  among  the  rubbish. 

A  painstaking  review  of  the  work  of  Committees  on  Cor¬ 
respondence  forces  us  to  the  following  conclusions  :  In  the 
main  there  is  too  little  data  given  to  entitle  the  work  to  come 
under  the  caption  of  statistics,  and  too  much  to  remove  it 
altogether  from  that  domain.  Comp.  Mayo,  of  Missouri,  in 
his  admirable  statistical  tables,  answers  all  questions  as  to  facts 
that  might  reasonably  be  asked  by  the  Companions  of  other 
Jurisdictions.  With  similar  tables  forming  a  part  of  the 
reports  of  each  Grand  Chapter’s  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
the  field  of  the  Committee  would  be  cleared  of  a  mass  of  detail 
and  left  in  condition  for  crops  of  higher  value. 

Is  it  not  true  of  us  that  we  “  pay  tithe  of  mint  and  anise 
and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the  weighter  matters  of  the 
law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith?”  Can  we  not  with  justice 
say  to  ourselves,  “  these  ought  we  to  have  done,  and  not  to 
leave  the  other  undone.”  We  are  under  conviction  that  the 
non-essentials,  the  minor  matters  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  con¬ 
cern  us  more  than  its  spirit,  and  that  we  neglect  the  broad 
and  glorious  truths  taught  in  the  Sublime  Degree.  Then, 
too,  there  are  historical  questions  of  value  to  be  discussed, 
which,  when  illumined  by  the  light  of  fraternal  investigation, 
would  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  Craft. 

No  matter  with  what  sprightliness  and  good  humor,  or  with 
what  gravity  and  insistence,  we  may  comment  on  the  topics  of 
‘‘dependent  membership,”  “cubes  as  ballots,”  “the  actual 
presence  of  the  warrant,”  “uniformity  of  ritual,”  “dummies 
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or  substitutes,”  et  id  omne  genus ,  they  are  worn  thread-bare 
as  subjects  for  the  reportorial  pen. 

Would  it  not  be  well,  then,  to  adopt  the  statistical  table  as 
the  omnium  gatherum  for  all  facts  of  interest  to  the  Craft, 
relegate  the  time-worn  topics,  which  have  engaged  our 
attention  for  so  long,  to  an  honored  seclusion,  and  embody  in 
future  reports  those  “  weightier  matters  of  the  law,”  the  sub¬ 
lime  teachings  of  the  summit  and  perfection  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  ? 

So  much  by  way  of  suggestion  to  that  noble  corps  of  Com¬ 
panions  from  whom  we  delight  to  hear,  if  only  annually, 
through  reports  on  correspondence.  There  is  a  subtle  pleasure 
in  following  each,  as,  in  his  own  way,  he  threads  the  mazes 
of  the  voluminous  matter  submitted  for  his  inspection.  And 
we  find  our  hearts  warmer  and  our  affections  fired  where  a 
unity  of  purpose  is  evidenced,  and  that  we,  too,  agree  with 
what  has  been  penned. 

To  those  of  our  own  Jurisdiction  who  may  read  what  is 
here  set  down,  let  us  say  that  our  labor  has  been  inspired  by 
love  for  the  fraternity  as  embraced  in  the  Royal  Arch. 

t 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
Stockton  Bates, 

J.  Simpson  Africa, 

Joshua  R.  Ryte, 

James  H.  Codding, 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Grand  Chapters.  Grand  Secretaries. 

Alabama .  . . Henry  C.  Armstrong,  Montgomery’. 

Arizona . George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson.  "  . 

Arkansas . James  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock. 

California . Thomas  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco. 

Canada  . Thomas  Sargant  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Colorado . Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Denver. 

Connecticut . James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

Delaware . James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia . Arvine  W.  Johnson,  Washington. 

England . Edward  Letchworth,  Freemasons’  Hall,  London. 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge  .  ,  .  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 
Florida  . .  W.  A.  McLean,  Jacksonville. 


Georgia^ . W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon 

Illinois . .  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

Indiana . William  H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory  .........  Joseph  H.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

Iowa . Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

Ireland . Archibald  St.  George,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

Kansas’ . .  Jacob  DeWitt,  Salina. 

Kentucky . H.  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

Louisiana . Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine .  Stephen  Berry*,  Portland. 

Marydand . George  L-  McCahan,  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts . J.  Albert  Blake,  28  School  Street,  Boston. 

Michigan . Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

Minnesota . Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi . J.  L.  Power,  Jackson. 

Missouri . William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis.  • 

Montana . Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena. 

Nebraska . William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha. 

Nevada . Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick  .  . . .  John  A.  Watson,  St.  John. 

New  Hampshire . George  P.  Cleaves,  Concord. 

New  Jersey . George  B.  Edwards,  Jersey*  City. 

New  York . Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo. 

North  Carolina . Horace  H.  Munson,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota . Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Nova  Scotia . David  Neish,  Halifax. 

Ohio . Charles  C.  Kiefer,  Urbana. 

Oregon . James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

Pennsylvania . Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

Quebec . Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

Rhode  Island . William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 

Scotland . .  Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh. 

South  Carolina . A.  E.  Fugle,  Columbia. 

South  Dakota  . George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau. 

Tennessee . W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville. 

Texas  . George  Lopas,  Jr.,  Houston. 

Vermont . Warren  G.  Reymolds,  Burlington. 

Victoria  .  .  .  . . John  Brairn,  Melbourne. 

Virginia . James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

Washington . Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

West  Virginia . 

Wisconsin . John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee. 


REPRESENTATIVES 


TO  AND  FROM 

GRAND  CHAPTERS 


EDWARD  J.  JAMES . Alabama . H.  CRAY  ARMSTRONG. 

WIRRIAM  J.  KERRY  .  .  .  .Arkansas . JOHN  G.  HORR  AND 

J.  SIMPSON  AFRICA  .  .  .  .California . JAS.  WRIGHT  ANDERSON. 

THOMAS  R.  PATTON  ....  Canada . DONARD  McPHIE. 

FRANK  J.  CORRINS . Connecticut . A.  E.  BRAKESREE. 

SAMUER  W.  RATTA  .  .  .  .Colorado . HARPER  M.  OR  AHOOD. 

JAMES  S.  BARBER . Delaware . JOHN  W.  RAWSON. 

DANIER  W.  HUTCHIN  .  .  .  District  of  Columbia . MARTIN  R.  THORP. 

GEORGE  p.  BARM  AIN  .  .  .  Georgia . A.  I.  REET. 


GEORGE  E.  WAGNER  .  .  .  GrandMarkRodge  ofEugland  WIRRIAM  J.  HITGHAN. 


GEORGE  B.  WERRS . Illinois . 

FRANK  M.  HIGHREY  ....  Indiana . 

RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  .  .  Indian  Territory 

JOSHUA  R.  RYTE . Iowa . 

SAMUER  w.  WRAY . Kansas . 

EDGAR  A.  TENNIS . Kentucky  .... 

SAMUER  C.  PERKINS  .  .  .Rouisiaua.  .  .  . 

AREXANDER  McCUNE  .  .  .  Maine . 

J.  HENRY  WIRRIAMS  ....  Maryland  .... 
MARTIN  R.  SHAFFNER  .  .  Massachusetts  . 
N.  FERREE  RIGHTNER  .  .  Minnesota .... 


THOMAS  JACOBS . Mississippi  .  .  . 

HENRY  J.  MCCARTHY  .  .  .  Missouri . 

GEO.  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr.  .  .  Nebraska  .  .  .  . 

ISAAC  N.  GRUBB . Nevada . 

SAMUER  W.  RATTA . New  Brunswick 

JOSEPH  EICHBAUM  ....  New  Hampshire 
EZRA  S.  BARTRETT  ....  New  Jersey  .  .  . 

CHARRESCARY . New  York  .  .  .  . 

JAMES  S.  BARBER . North  Carolina  . 

MICHAER  W.  JACOBS  ....  North  Dakota  .  . 

SAMUER  S.  YOKE . Nova  Scotia  .  .  . 

IRVING  P.  WANGER  ....  Ohio . 

EDWARD  B.  SPENCER  .  •  .  Oregon . 

JOHN  MCKAIN . Quebec . 

ERRSWORTH  H.  HURTS  .  .  Rhode  Island  .  . 

JOSEPH  M.  WIATT . South  Carolina  . 

HARRY  M.  VAN  ZANDT  .  .  South  Dakota  .  . 

THOMAS  R.  PATTON  ....  Scotland . 

HIBBERT  P.  JOHN . Tennessee  .  .  . 

WIRRIAM  A.  SINN . Texas . 

ROUIS  WAGNER . Vermont  .... 

M.  H.  HENDERSON  ....  Victoria . 

CONRAD  B.  DAY . Virginia . 

JOHN  KERRER . Washington.  .  . 

JOHN  C.  WARRACE . West  Virginia  . 

R.  HASSERR  RAPP . Wisconsin  .... 


.  P.  W.  BARCRAY. 

.  SIMEON  S.  JOHNSON. 

.  JAMP:S  F.  HUMPHREY. 

.  CHARRES  H.  WIRDER. 

.  THOMAS  R.  BOND. 

.  GEORGE  A.  REWIS. 

.  J.  H.  CARDWERR. 

.  MARQUIS  F.  KING. 

.  GEORGE  R.  WERRINGTON. 
.  SERANUS  BOWEN. 

.  H.  KIRKWOOD. 

.  S.  C.  CONLY. 

.  REUBEN  BARNEY. 

,  WIRRIAM  R.  BOWEN. 

.  ROBERT  R.  FURTON. 

.  THOMAS  A.  GODSOE. 

.  SAMUEL  CONDON,  Jr. 

HENRY  S.  HAINES. 

.  ERMER  A.  MIRRER. 

.  HENRY  C.  ATKINSON. 

.  REONARD  A.  ROSE. 

.  FRASER  W.  DAKIN. 

.  JAMES  W.  IREDERR,  JR. 

.  JAMES  R.  BAYREY. 

.  FRANK  EDGAR. 

.  ARBERT  R.  ANTHONY. 

.  EDWARD  B.  HUME. 

.  GEORGE  H.  RATHMAN. 

.  RINDSAY  MACKERSY, 

.  JOHN  M.  SEARS. 

.  B.  R.  ABERNETHY. 

.  J.  HENRY  JACKSON. 

HUGH  WM.  SINCRAIR. 

.  J.  F.  CHRISTIAN. 

.  ROUIS  ZIEGRE*R. 

.  JOHN  C.  RIHELDAFFER. 

.  CHARRES  V.  BARDEEN. 


OFFICERS 


OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
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RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Prifst. 

P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

MICHAEL  W.  JACOBS,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

EDWARD  B.  SPENCER,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

CHARLES  CARY, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

Sam u ee  C.  Perkins, . 

George  E.  Wagner,  . 

WlEEIAM  C.  HAMIETON,  M.  D., 

Hibbert  P.  John, . 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., . 

Matthias  H.  Henderson,  .... 

James  S.  Barber, . 

Aeexander  H.  Morgan, . 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, . 

Ezra  S.  Barteett, . 
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